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Hoat déng thwong ho & Pong bang séng
Ctru Long: nhirng dac trweng van hoéa, xa hoi
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TOM TAT:

Hoat dong kinh té cda mét cdéng déng dan
cw phu thuéc vao nhing diéu kién tw nhién noi
cac céng doéng dan cw dé sinh séng. Mat khac,
hoat kinh té cda mét mét céng dbéng dan cw
cling la nhing biéu hién van héa rat dac thu.
B4i vi hoat déng kinh té thé hién ré kha nang
thich ¢ng cda moét céng dbéng dén cuw trong
nhifng méi trivong tw nhién cu thé. Péng bang
séng Cuiu Long (PBSCL) la déng béang Ién &
nwéc ta noi cé nhiéu thanh phén téc nguoi

sinh séng. Hoat déng kinh té cda cac céng
déng dan cw & PBSCL phan anh moét nét
chung cta cac céng dbéng cw dan noi day trong
qua trinh giao luu vdn héa, mat khac, thé hién
nét vén héa riéng gan lién véi moét téc nguoi.
Bai viét cua chang tdi trinh bay hoat déng
“‘thwong hé” cta nguoi Viét, nhdm gop phén
lam r® nhitng dédc trung van héa, xa héi trong
béi cénh cu thé cda Nam B6.

Terkhoa: thuong hé, thuong hé - cong déng nghé nghiép, da tdc nguoi

Pit van dé

Khai niém “Thuong hd” dwoc hiéu ném na la
nhitng nguoi budn ban trén song nudc. Do boi, Ty
dién Viet Nam (xuat ban 1931) c6 chiét tu nhu
sau: Thuong |a lan  meéc ménh  moéng'; Ho 1a ho
khdu, noi nguoi di kiém dn nudi miéng: Di ho khau
tha phuwong®. Vi vay, c6 thé hiéu thiong ho la
phuong thirc kiém an (budn béan) trén song nuéc, 1a
khach budn tir x{, buén ban duong xa; hodc ciing
6 thé hiéu, thuong hd 1a nhitng nguoi budn ban
theo duong song, dudng bién, 1énh dénh trén song
nudc.

No6i dén hoat dong “thuong hd” ¢ Viét Nam 1a
n6i dén mot loai hinh hoat dong kinh té kha dic tha
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cia cu dan BDBSCL. Do bdi, day la khu vyc song
nudc; phuong thuc van chuyén phd bién va thuan
tién nhat 1a duong thuy. Trong qua trinh tim hiéu,
chang t6i nhan thay, linh vuc ndy vin chwa duoc
nhidu hoc gia quan tdm nghién ctru, nhung lai la
mot van d& quan trong, biéu hién tinh dic trung vin
hoa cua ving; yéu t6 thd nhudng va van dé sinh thai
da chi phdi quan trong dén céc loai hinh kinh té cua
ngudi dan noi day. Vi vay, khi nghién ctu vé van
dé nay, chung t6i nghi can tiép can dudi nhimng dac
diém vin hoa, xa hoi co ban nhu trinh bay dudi day.

1. “Thwong hd” nét dic trung vin héa gin
Véi song nwéc

V6i nhirng diéu kién ty nhién kha dac biét so
véi cac dia phuong khac cua Viét Nam, nén hoat
dong kinh t& cia nguoi dan ving soéng nudc
DPBSCL ciing c6 nhirng khac biét vai cac cong dong
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cu dan khéc sinh song trén 1anh thd nuéc ta. Mai
mot linh vyc kinh té viing song nudc nay, mot mat
thé hién nhirng nét chung cua cac cong dong cu dan
trong qua trinh khai pha, xay dung va bao vé nhirng
thanh qua lao dong dé hinh thanh nét van hoa chung

EERNT3

- “van minh miét vudn”, “van minh séng nudc”.
Nhung mit khac, tirng cong déng cu dan (ting toc
nguoi) 12 nhiing cong dong di cu, nén trong hoat
dong kinh té caa minh lai c¢6 nét riéng, gan lién voi
van hoa truyén thong. Nghién ciru hoat dong kinh té
cta cac cong dong cu dan & PBSCL sé& giup cho
ngudi doc thay duoc birc tranh toan canh vé doi
séng van hoa xa hoi trong bdi canh cua ving dat
gan lién vai qua trinh khai hoang 1ap lang, ma rong
chu quyén, thuc thi cha quyén va bao vé cha quyén.
Dodng thoi qua két qua nghién cau cho thay tinh da
dang cua hoat dong kinh té cua céc cong dong cu
dan sinh séng trén 1anh thé Viét Nam.

Khi néi dén hoat dong “thuong hd” 1a nédi dén
mot loai hinh hoat dong kinh té kha dac thd cia cu
dan DPBSCL. Buén ban 1a hoat dong kinh té c6 ¢
hau hét cac toc nguoi trén thé gisi, phan anh qué
trinh giao Iuu van hoa gitra cic toc nguoi, gitra cac
khu vuc. Trong lich sir phat trién cua minh khéng
o toc ngudi ndo lai khdng cd hoat dong trao ddi
hang hoa, vi trong cudc séng hang ngay, dé ton tai
con ngudi ludn ¢ nhu cau, nhat 12 nhu cau vat chat.
O trén mot vung lanh thé nhat dinh, cac diéu kién tu
nhién (ma & day la cac loai khodng san, cac duogc
liéu, nhitng san pham tir ndng nghiép, cac mit hang
thii cong...) khong bao gio ¢6 thé dap wng moi nhu
cau tiéu dung cua cu dan. Do do, trao ddi hang héa
giita cAc toc nguoi, gitra cac ving dan cu dién ra
khé& sém, khi ma & cac toc ngudi do nhu cau cua doi
song da hinh thanh nhitng t6 chirc xa hoi dau tién
(bd lac, bo toc). Budn ban (hinh thire trao dbi hang
hoa) kha da dang, nhu trao d6i hang héa tai mot dia
diém cé dinh (cho). Céch thire trao ddi hang héa cé
thé dién ra hang ngay, hay dién ra vao cac ngay quy
dinh theo ngay am lich (chg phién). Co6 loai chg
didn ra mdi nam mot 1an vao mot ngay cb dinh dé

cdu may (nhu cho Viéng Nam Dinh) hay c6 loai
chg ma viéc mua ban trao d6i khdng giir vai tro
quan trong, chi 1a noi gap g& ctia cic d6i nam ni
(cho tinh Sapa). Cho nhu 1a mot hoat dong kinh té
nguoi ban hang phai tinh dén lgi nhuan (tinh dén
chi phi), thi chi phi cho van chuyén ludn dugc quan
tam. Véi diéu kién cu thé cua PBSCL thi van
chuyén theo duong thuy 1a cach ré tién nhat va tién
loi nhét, va budn ban theo duong thuy 1a hinh thic
hop ly nhat & nay. Do bai, day la xa so ciia mién
song nudce, noi ¢6 9 tinh thanh gidp bién va 1a noi
¢6 nhiéu song rach chang chit. Pudng séng, duong
bién 12 mach mau luu thong giita cic dia phuong
cling nhu vuon ra khu vyc. Chinh yéu té séng nuéc
dd gop phan lam nén nét vin hod dic trung cia cu
dan sinh sdng noi day. Anh huong cua yéu té sdng
nuée dén van hoa cua cu dan trong ving dugc thé
hién rat rd tir hinh thai cu tra, trang phuc, am thyc,
phuong tién di lai... dén cac hoat dong kinh té.

Trong qua trinh dinh cu, lvu dan & BDBSCL da
nhin thdy tim quan trong cua séng nuéc dé dinh cu
va hoat dong kinh té. Nguoi Khmer dén day da men
theo cac dong séng, chon cac gidng, rach dé 1am noi
cu tra. Nguoi Viét ciing xdy lang, 1ap 4p ven céc
con nudc. Nguoi Hoa ciing chon khu vyce dinh cu
gan lién véi ving séng nude, nhu xdy dung khu
thuong mai CU Lao Phé ven séng Pong Nai, thanh
phd My Tho doc séng Tién hodc ving do thi Ha
Tién giép bién; ngudi Cham ciing dinh cu cap dong
sbng Hau...

Viéc chon dia ban cu trii canh vung séng nudc
khong phai la sy ngau nhién, ma 1a sy duc két kinh
nghiém tir thuc tién trong viéc twong tac voi moi
truong tu nhién, dé tir d6 an cu lac nghiép. Trong
qué khir, thurong cang Oc Eo da gop phan lam nén
nét van hoa riéng cua mot giai doan phat trién lich
st ving PBSCL. Nhitng cang thi nhu phd Hién
(Hung Yén), HOi An (Quang Nam) I& nhitng thi du
vé viéc khai thac nhitng yéu t song nudc cho hoat
dong kinh té cua nguoi Viét.
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Trong béi canh cu thé cua ving PBSCL, sy tiép
ndi cua céc gia tri truyén théng xua la cac cho nbi
nhu Cai Ring, Phung Hiép - Ng& Bay, Phong Dién
(Can Tho), Cai B¢ (Tién Giang), Ganh Hao (Bac
Liéu), Théi Binh (Ca Mau)... Hinh anh tudng
chimg khéc, nhung thuc chat van 1a mot. Ciing
nhitng dong séng, dong kinh ndi nhau, ciing nhiing
bén nudc... 13 noi hinh thanh nén nhiing khu vic
buén ban sam uat, nhu chg noi Nga Nam, Cai Ring,
Phong Dién... lubn tip nap ké ban nguoi mua.
Nhitng chiéc xudng, ghe ché ning trai ciy, day
nong san va nhitng chiéc thuyén to tir bén Ninh
Kiéu d6 xuéng mang theo du loai hang hoa cua Sai
Gon, Chg Loén. Tat ca, c6 dén hang tram chiéc tu
tap vé dé cing mua, cung ban... tao nén canh vin
hoéa dic trung cta vung sdng nudc.

Cho ndi nhém hop khong theo qui dinh ciia Nha
nuéc ma mang tinh tu phat. San pham trao d6i mua
ban cha yéu Ia cac loai hang néng san thuc pham,
trai cdy, hoa mau... san Xuat tai dia phuong, céc
viing 1an can chuyén téi phuc vu nhu cau tiéu dung
tai chd hoac dua di tiéu thy tai cac cho huyén, X3,
hodc cho cac du khach. Hang hoa ban ra dugc gidi
thiéu (treo tugng trung) trén cdy beo miii ghe dé
chao moi khach hang. Pay 1a thudc tinh dic trung
cia cu dan thuong ho; 1aloai hinh thuong mai
mang yéu t6 song nuéc kha dic trung cua
ving PBSCL. Chinh diéu nay di khic hoa nén yéu
t6 van hoa dic sic cua cu dan thuong hd ving
DPBSCL s0 véi cac cu dan khac trong ca mrdc.

C6 thé noi, thwong hd 12 mot hoat dong kinh té
kha dac thi ctia cu dan ving PBSCL ma tir 1au, con
ngudi da biét khai thac nguon loi song nudc dé
mang lai loi ich cho cudc séng. Nhiéu dia phuong &
Viét Nam, nguoi dan da biét khai théc cac dong
séng phuc vu cho viéc van chuyén hang hoa tir
mién nguoC Vé mién xudi va nguoc lai. Nhung
khéng c6 noi nao nhu & PBSCL, hoat dong buén
ban trén séng nude da tro thanh mot nghé muu sinh
cua cu dan noi day.

2. “Thwong hd” nhw la mgt dang cong dong
nghé nghiép di dong

Trong nhitng nghién ctru di dwgc cong bd,ching
t6i luon quan tam dén cong dong lang va cong dong
huyét théng (dong ho),bsi nhimg dic diém cua hai
loai cong dong nay (Ngod Van Lg, 2011, 2012). B
la nhitng cong dong kha bén viing dya trén mdi
quan hé huyét théng va quan hé lang giéng bén chat
trong mot khong gian cu tra c6 lgi ich chung trong
kinh t&,xa hoi gan lién voi khong gian cu tru.
Nhitng dang thirc cong ddng nay trai qua nhiéu hinh
thai kinh té-x4 hoi van gitr duoc nhitng sic thai
riéng cta minh.

Buon ban trén séng nudc chi ¢d & nhitng noi
hoi du nhitng diéu kién cho phép. Nhimg diéu kién
d6, mot mat, do nhitng diéu kién ty nhién quy dinh,
mat khac, lai do nhirng cong dong cu dén sinh séng
trong nhitng mdi truong sinh thai nhan van quy
dinh. Pdi v6i PBSCL — noi ¢6 hoat dong thuwong
hd, lam nén nét vin hoa, da hoi da cac didu kién dé
cho hoat dong kinh té nay khéng chi lam loi cho
ngudi dan, ma con lam nén nét riéng cua doi song
van héa. Thir nhat, noi day la dong bang rong lon
c6 nhiéu kénh, rach dai trén 28.000km. Nhitng kénh
rach nay, mot phan do qua trinh bién thoai tao nén,
phan khéc do codng suc cua ngudi dan trong qué
trinh chinh phuc viing dit nay tao nén (Nguyén Sinh
Huong, 2010). Hé thong kénh, rach chang chit, ndi
két cac viing, céc tinh, cac huyén, cac 4p hinh thanh
mang ludi giao théng thuan tién cho nguoi dan
ving séng nude. Pay 1a nhitng diéu kién ty nhién
thuan loi dé hinh thanh nén hoat dong kinh té kha
dic thu, d6 1a thuong ho. Thir hai, hoat dong kinh té
ctia cu dan noi day 1a hoat dong kinh té hang hoa.
Do trudc khi nguoi Viét clung vai c&c toc nguoi
khac dén khai pha ving dat nay, thi day 1a mot ving
hoang héa. Bang sirc lao dong ciia minh, cu dan noi
ddy d3 bién ving dat hoang hoéa xua thanh mot
ving trd pha bac nhat & nuéc ta. Qué trinh khai
hoang lap lang gén lién voi qua trinh tu hiru hoa va
tich tu dat dai. Biéu kién thién nhién thuan lgi cling
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V6i tich tu dat dai da dan dén san xuit vuot qua kha
ning tiéu dung. Kinh té hang héa & Nam B¢ phat
trién som, mot phan do kha nang san xuat vuot qua
kha nang tiéu dung, mat khac c6 sy dong gop cua
cong dong ngudi Hoa. Céc san pham néng nghiép
lam ra nho mang luéi phan phdi trai rong gitra cac
viing cung cap cho ngudi tiéu ding. Nho mang ludi
kénh rach trai khip cac dia phwong lam cho viéc
luu théng hang hoa dugc dé dang. Viéc nay lam
tang loi nhuan, lai kich thich kinh té phét trién gop
phan hinh thanh mot nhom dan cu méi — nhing
ngudi “thuong hd”.

Viay “thuong hd”c6 phai 1a mot cong dong? Khi
néi vé nhirng khéi niém chung, ching t6i da nhic
lai nhitng tiéu chi dé xac dinh mét cong dong. Theo
d6 thi nhitng nguoi bubn ban trén séng — “thuong
hd” — 13 mot dang thirc cong dong nghé nghiép. Boi
cong ddng nay hinh thanh “duoc quy dinh boi cac
loi ich chung cua cac thanh vién” va “co su giéng
nhau vé cac diéu kién ton tai va hoat dong cua
nhitng con ngudi hop thanh cong dong dé, bao gom
cac hoat dong san xuat vét chat va cac hoat dong
khéc cua ho, sy gan gii giita ho vé tu tuong, tin
ngudng, hé gia tri va chuan muyc, nén san xuat, su
tuong dong vé diéu kién sdng ciing nhu cic quan
niém chi quan cua ho vé cac muc tiéu va phuong
tién hoat dong” (Vién Thong tin KHXH, 1990).

Cin ctr vao nhitng tiéu chi nay, thi “thuong hd”
1& mot cong dong nghé nghiép. Cong dong “thwong
hd” dugc hinh thanh nhung khong giéng nhu cong
ddng lang va huyét théng. Mot cong dong lang
thuong co dia vuc cu tra véi khdng gian sinh ton
dugc xac dinh (phan dinh ranh gidi rd rang va trong
nhiéu trudng cd su khéc biét vé& vin hoa-vin hoa
lang). Con cong dong huyét thdng, yéu té dia vuc
cu tra khong con quan sat thay trong béi canh hién
nay, nhung & giai doan dau, thong thuong mdi dong
ho ¢6 dia vuc cu tra riéng ré trong mot lang, hay
mét dia vuc cu tra riéng ré (khi mot ho hinh thanh
lang). Tuy nhién, néu so sanh véi cac dang thirc
cong ddng di dwoc nghién ciu (cong ddng lang,

cong dong huyét théng), thi c su khéc biét giira cac
dang thtrc cong ddng nay. Sy khac biét d& nhan thay
d6 1a “thuong h6” — mot cong dong nghé nghiép di
dong. Do phai van chuyén hang hoéa tir noi nay dén
noi khac phuc vu nguoi tiéu dung, nén cac “thuong
hd” phai di chuyén, khong ¢ noi ¢b dinh. Thir hai,
khéc véi cong dong lang va cong ddng huyét théng,
cong dong “thuong hd” khong bén virng. Luc lugng
“thwong hod” thay ddi theo mia vu hoic c6 su
chuyén d6i cua céc hoat dong kinh té (nhu di
chuyén dia ban cu trt, chuyén nghé méi, kho khin
trong van chuyén hang héa lam cho khéng hop
dugc nhu cho ndi Phong Dién, hoic do hdn
nhén...). Boi vay, néu nhu cong ddng lang va cong
ddng huyét thdng c6 tinh bén viing va du c6 nhitng
bién dong cua lich sir 1am lang khong con, nhung
tinh cam véi lang cii van con luu giit lai Ky Gc cua
dan lang. Con ddi véi cong dong nghé nghiép
“thwong hd” nhing tac dong tir bén ngoai hoic do
chu quan cua ho d& bi tén thwong (cho néi Phong
Dién truéc day rat nhon nhip, nhung tir khi hé thng
giao thong ¢ huyén O Mbn c6 su diéu chinh, dan
dén viéc di chuyén cua cac phuong tién khé khin,
muia kho khong co nuwdc, mia mua thuyén chd hang
khong qua cau, vi cau thip, phai di chuyén xa, nén
“thuong hd” khong nhom hop déng & chg ndi
Phong Pién). Tinh di dong va khéng bén viing la
nhitng dic trung ndi troi cua cong dong nghé

A

nghiép“thwong hd”.

3. “Thwong hd” goép phan giao hru vin hoéa
toc nguoi

Khi n6i dén vian hoa toc ngudi 1a ndi dén nhiing
khia canh tiéu biéu cua toc nguoi d6 tao nén nhing
nét khac biét véi van hoéa cac toc ngudi khac
(UNESCO). O day, ching toi chi d& cap dén mot
trong nhiing van dé co lién quan dén van hoa toc
nguoi - van dé giao luu vin hoéa giira cac toc nguoi
duogc thé hién qua hoat dong kinh té budn ban trén
song nuéc — nghé “thuong ho”. Pay 1a mot trong
nhitng nhan té quan trong gép phan giao luu van
hoa gitra cac toc nguoi, gitra cac vung ctia PBSCL.
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Tai c4c cho ndi, hang héa bay ban la cac san
pham ndng nghiép & cic ving khac nhau, dwgc
“thwong hd” van chuyén vé tiéu thy. Ngudi mua cac
san pham biét duoc ngudn géc — dia phuong san
XUt — ciing 1a hiéu biét mot nét van hoa ciia mot dia
phuong khac (nhu hanh d6 ¢ Vinh Chau, dwa hau
Dai Tam,xoai Hoa Loc,buai da xanh ¢ Bén Tre, ..).
Nhiéu khi gitra nguoi mua, nguoi ban trao ddi vé
cach ché bién, bao quan cac san pham ciing la
nhitng hinh thirc giao luu vin hoéa rat sinh dong.
Céc san pham, hang hoa san xuét ra truéc hét nham
dap ng nhu cau cua cong dong — mot dic trung cua
hoat dong kinh té cua cac xa hoi ndng nghiép. Khi
san xuit du thira xuat hién hinh thirc trao d6i hang
hoa — diéu kién dé cho xuét hién. O cac dia phuong
khong c6 nhitng diéu kién séng nudc, thi dia diém
hop cho cha yéu trén dat lién, thi viéc giao luu vin
hoa nhiéu khi chi giéi han trong moét pham vi dia
phuong cu thé. Nhung d6i voi PBSCL, khi song
ngodi chang chit, phuong tién di chuyén cha yéu la
thuyén ghe, thi viéc khai thac yéu té song nudc cho
hoat dong kinh t& (budn ban trén sdng) 1a mot kha
nang thich tng rit cao. Ma khi cho ndi cang phat
trién, dan dén viéc trao d6i hang hoa gia ting, thi
qué trinh giao luu vin hoa gitra c4c cong ddng dan
cu cang tang.

Nhu vay, do diéu kién dia ly, do clng cong cu
lau dai trén mot vang lanh thd, ciing lao dong, qué
trinh giao luu van hoa gitra cac toc ngudi 6 PBSCL
da dién ra, dé két qua cubi cung l1a hinh thanh nén
mot ving van hoa dbi véi nhitng sic théi riéng so
véi nhiing ving van hoa khac ¢ Viét Nam.

4. “Thwong ho” mang dam yéu td vin héa toc
nguoi

Hoat dong kinh té cia mot toc ngudi thé hién
nét dac trung van hoa cta chinh toc nguoi d6. Cling
1a cu dan nong nghiép trong laa nude, nhung ching
ta d& dang nhan thiy su khac biét giita ngudi Cham
va nguoi Viét. Su khéc biét @6 dugc thé hién trong
van héa tinh than (thé hién trong t6 chirc cong dong,
trong 1& nghi ndng nghiép...) va van hoa vat chit

(thé hién trong cong cu lao dong, trong cay trong
vat nuéi). O BDBSCL khi mét cho néi nhdém hop, s&
dé& dang nhan thay c6 sy tham gia dong dao cia cac
cong dong cu dan sinh séng tai dia ban d6 va & cac
noi khac dén. Sy tham gia dong dao d6 cho ching
ta mot cam nhan 1a céc toc nguoi sinh song
o DBSCL ¢c6 thé tro thanh “thuong hd”. Bdi chg
ndi 1a noi trao ddi, budn béan cac san phim néng
nghiép gitta nhitng nguoi c¢d hang hda va nhirng
ngudi tiéu ding. Budn ban 1a mot hoat dong kinh té
cua c&c toc ngudi, nén mot khi san pham lam ra
vuot qua mac yéu cau tiéu ding cua mot gia dinh,
ciia mot cong dong, nguoi ta déu co thé dem ban.
Ma mét khi budn ban 1a mot hoat dong kinh té, thi
sy tham gia cuia cac thanh vién cua cac cong dong
cu dan khéc ciing 1a 1€ ty nhién. Theo mot logic nhu
vay, thi & dong bang Ciru Long noi ¢6 nhiéu thanh
phan toc nguoi sinh song, nhung chii yéu c6 bdn toc
ngudi chiém uu thé vé mat dan cu va cu tra lau doi
la nguoi Viét, nguoi Khmer, ngudi Hoa, nguoi
Chim, déu tham gia vao hoat dong cho néi va déu
c6 thé tro thanh “thuong ho”, nhu mét I8 ty nhién.
Tuy nhién, qua khao sat cua ching téi, hoat
dong “thuong hd” d DPBSCL chu yéu 1a nguoi Viét.
Do bai, d6i véi nguoi Hoa, mot cong dong cu dan
rat gioi trong hoat dong thuong nghiép va ciing
chinh nguoi Hoa gop phan phat trién kinh té hang
hoa & PBSCL. Nhung, phan 16n nguoi Hoa cu tra ¢
cac do thi va thi t. Hoat dong bubn bén tai day
dugc xem 12 thé manh cua nguoi Hoa. Tréi lai, hoat
dong buédn bén tai cho ndi 1a dia ban nong thon,
khong phu hop véi truyén théng cua nguoi Hoa.
Con véi ngudi Khmer, 1a cu dan nong nghiép, lai
chiu anh huéng cua cac triét Iy ton giéo,véi quan
niém “song guri, thac vé”, nén san pham lam ra chi
dap ng nhu cau cua cong dong, it c6 du thira dé
tham gia budn béan; va chinh tdc nguoi nay
& DBSCL cho dén nay ciing khong gioi viéc budn
ban. Hoat dong kinh té cua nguoi Cham chi yéu la
danh bat ca nudc ngot. Dét dai it, nén san xuat ndng
nghiép khong c6 co hoi phat trién. Nguoi Cham co
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nghé dét vai va dét thd cAm. Nhung strc san Xuit
yéu khong du sic canh tranh. Hoat dong thuong
mai cua ngudi Cham chu yéu la ban dao, khong du
sic mo rong thi truong. Riéng nguoi Viét
& DBSCL, dia ban cu tra rong, lai rat da dang vé
diéu kién phat trién kinh té. Hoat dong kinh té da
dang, 1am cho san pham cua cay trong vat nudi
ciing rit da dang. Kha ning t6 chiic san xuat cua
ngudi Viét phat trién, ddn dén san pham lam ra vuot
qué muc tiéu dung cua ting dia ban dan cu. Hon
nita, dat dai & cac dia phuong khac nhau, dan dén
cac san pham tir cay trong, vat nudi ciing khac nhau.
Tur d6 doi hoi phai co trao ddi san pham gitra cac
dia phuong tai khu vyc BPBSCL. Mat khac, nguoi
ndng dan Viét tai Nam Bo khong ky thi ddi voi
budn ban. Pidu nay dugc thé hién qua cau ca dao:

Pao nado vui bang dao di budn,

Xuong bién, 18n nguon gao cho nuréc song.

Chinh vi thé, hoat dong “thwong hd” ciia ngudi
Viét phat trién manh va tro thanh “cong dong
chinh” trong nghé ndy ¢ PBSCL. Hoat dong
“thwong hd” cua ngudi Viét Nam Bo 1a hoat dong
kinh té dic thu,gén lién véi van hoa cua toc ngudi
Viét,khéc biét trong so sanh véi cac cong dong cu
dan khac cung cu tri ngi day.

Két luan

Nhu vay, c6 thé thdy,mot mat c6 thé thiy nhiing
diéu kién ty nhién quy dinh hoat dong kinh té cua
mot toc ngudi. Néu khong c6 nhitng hé thong kénh
rach chang chit ndi cac dia phuong lai v6i nhau thi
khong thé cé hoat dong “thwong hd”trong hoat dong
kinh té ciia nguoi Viét Nam Bo. Va chinh viéc khai
thac mot cach co hiéu qua diéu kién ty nhién (o day
Ia hé théng kénh rach) da lam cho hoat dong kinh té
ctia ngudi Viét thém da dang va gop phan phét trién
kinh té hang hoa trong bdi canh cu thé caia PBSCL.
Mt khéc, néu ngudi Viét Nam Bo van gitr mot théi
d6 ky thi thuong mai nhu ngudi Viét & mién Bic,
cling nhu khéng cé kha nidng thich ung trong moi
truong maéi thi kinh té hang héa khé cé thé phat
trién. Ma mot khi kinh té hang héa khong phat trién
thi loai hinh cho ndi ciing rat kho hinh thanh va
trong x& hoi cia nguoi Viét Nam B¢ cing khong
thé hinh thanh cong dong nghé nghiép “thuong ho™.
Hoat dong “thuong hd”cua nguoi Viét Nam Bo da
g6p phan 1am cho b tranh van hoa cua ngudi Viét
thém phong phu, da dang. Ciing chinh hoat dong
“thuwong hd”khong chi lam cho van hoa ngudi Viét
Nam B¢ thém da dang phong phu trong khdng gian
van héa Nam B§, ma con nhu 1a mot nét van hoa
dac thu & Nam B¢ trong dong chay cua vin hoa
Viét, lam nén mot nét riéng trong so sanh véi van
hoéa nguoi Viét Bac Bo.

(Nghién ciru nay dwoc tai tro- boi Quy Phat trién Khoa hoc va Céng ngh¢ Quéc gia (NAFOSTED) trong dé tai ma s6 1V5.2-2012)
. . 1
Floating-market Viethamese merchants

activities in the Mekong Delta:
Vietnamese people's socio-cultural features

e Ngo Van Le

University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT:

The economic activities of a community
depend on natural conditions of the place

where the community lives. On the other hand,
the economic activities of a community are
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particular expressions of the community’s
cultural features since economic activities
clearly demonstrate the adaptability of a
community in its specific natural environment.
The Mekong Delta is the largest delta in our
country where many ethnic groups reside. The
Mekong Delta communities’ economic activities
reflect a common characteristic of all the

communities at the place in the process of
cultural exchange; on the other hand, they
represent each community’s own culture
associated with a particular ethnic group. Our
paper presents living-earning activities of
floating-market Viethamese merchants in order
to clarify socio-cultural features in the specific
context of the South.

Keywords: floating market merchants, career communities, multi-ethnic communities
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