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TOn gido la gi?

e Dwong Ngoc Diing

Trwdng Dai hoc Khoa hoc X& hdi va Nhan van, bPHQG-HCM

TOM TAT:

Bai viét thdo luan mot sé dinh nghia phd

bién vé tén giéo ter Tillich dén Barth nham chi

ra nhitng chiéu kich phirc tap cda tén gido.

T4c gid nhdn manh céch hiéu cua cac hoc gid
va céc nha than hoc phuong tay.

Teekhoa: tén giéo, cach hiéu, nha than hoc, phuong tay

Trong truyén thong triét hoc Tay Phuong, suy tu
vé nhirng van dé ton gido gan nhu chiém vai trd
trung tdm diém. Triét hoc ton gido, vai tu cach 1a
mot chuyén nganh duoc giang day trong khoa Triét,
la viéc phan tich va danh gi, tir vién canh triét hoc,
y nghia nhan thic (cognitive meaning) trong céac
truyén théng ton giao khac nhau, nhung trong thuc
té, hau nhu tat ca cac triét gia ton gido tai phuong
Tay chi tap trung vao Thién Chla Gido
(Christianity). Nhirng chu d& ma ho thao luan xoay
quanh sy ton tai caa Thién Chia (the existence of
God), nhirng pham chét cia Ngai, ngudn géc cua su
dir (the problem of evil), sy bat tir caa linh hon
(immortality of thesoul), gia tri cia dién ngbn ton
gido (validity of religious knowledge claims), quan
hé gitra duc tin va ly tinh, khoa hoc va tén gido,
danh gia ban chat cua kinh nghiém t6n gio, ham
nghia cta da nguyén tén gidao (implications
ofreligious pluralism). Nhirng tac phim kinh dién
trong truyén thong triét hoc ton gido Ty Phuong
bao gdbm Ludn van vé chinh tri va than hoc
(Theologico-Political Treatise, 1670) ctia Spinoza,
Tinh heop 1li cua Thién Chia Giao (The
Reasonableness of Christianity, 1695) cua John
Locke, Than lugn (Theodicy, 1710) cua Leibniz,
nhung theo quan diém cua nhiéu hoc gia, triét hoc

t6n gido hién dai thuc su bat dau voi David Hume,
Kant, va Hegel, dac biét 1a Hume, nguoi da day
dong tu duy cim ré sau trong duc tin Ki To Giao
sang thoi ki phan tich triét hoc thuc sy. Tac pham
ndi tiéng cua Hume, Lich si dich thdt cua ton giéo
(The Natural History of Religion), phé phan quyét
liét tit ca moi ton gido duwa trén mac khai con hon
ca Marx. Hai tac pham khéc, Khdo sét si hiéu biét
cua con nguoi (An Enquiry Concerning Human
Understanding) va Nhitng Poi Thogi vé Ton Gido
Ty Nhién (Dialogues Concerning Natural
Religion), ciing 14 hai tac phiam kinh dién trong
dong phét trién cua triét hoc ton gido ma bat ki sinh
vién khoa triét nao ciing khong thé bo qua. Tinh
chat duy nghiém kiéu T6 Céch Lan (ma ching ta
chang kién rd nhét trong triét hoc kinh té caa Adam
Smith) cua Hume di thuc tinh Kant, triét gia Khai
Sang 15i lac nhét cua Puc, khoi con mé ngu gido
diéu thoi Trung C6.

C6 rat nhiéu dinh nghia vé ton gido. Tam thoi
chung ta khoan ban dén dinh nghia ndi tiéng cua
Marx: “Tén gido 1 thudc phién cua quan ching”
(Die Religion ist das Opium des Volkes) ma rit
nhidu nguoi hiéu sai y nghia. Trudc khi dua ra mot
dinh nghia vé ton gido dugc dai da s6 moi nguoi
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ddng y, ching ta hdy néu ra nhitng khé khin trong
viéc di tim mot dinh nghia nhu thé.

Khé khan thir nhit lién quan dén vin dé ngon
ngir. Ai ciing biét ring “ton gido” 1a mot thuat ngir
dich tir tiéng Anh 1a “religion”. Nhung “religion” la
céi gi thi ngay ca cac triét gia ton gido hang dau
chwa chic da hiéu chinh xac. “Tén gido” 1 mot tir
Han Viét, nghia 1a gdc cua no la tiéng Han, nhung
ban than tiéng Han truéc khi du nhap tir nay tir
tiéng Nhat (shukyo), thi khong hé c6 tir “ton gido.”
Chi c6 “ton” theo nghia la “miéu thd to tién”
(Thuyét van: tén, t6 miéu dd) va “giao” theo nghia
la “ding dao tho thin dé gido héa, day dd” nhu
trong cdu “thanh nhdn di than dgo thiét giao”
(thanh nhan dung dao tho than dé gido hoa dan
ching)*. Nhung khong hoc gia nao dam phu nhan
rang Trung Qudc tir xua khdng co truyén thdng ton
gido dac thu cua ho. Chi can nghién ciu b Kinh
Dijch thi chiing ta c6 thé thiy ngay Trung Quéc cb
dai 1a mot khu vuc hoan toan do cac yéu tb ton gido
chi phdi. Con d6 c6 phai 1a “ton gido chinh thdng”
theo mau thirc tw duy hién dai hay khdng thi ching
ta s& ban sau.

Vay thi “religion” la cai gi?

Khong hiéu cin cir vao dau, TS. Nguyén Thi
Hién, giai thich thuat ngir nay nhu sau: “Tir religio
[sic] c6 ngudn gdc tir tiéng La Tinh, nghia 1a quyén
ning ma con ngudi ¢ niém tin va long mo dao
huéng toi. Vao thoi ki dau (truoc thé ki tha V)
thuat ngit religio mang nghia 1a “nha thd”, bao gém
mot cong ddng vai cac con chién theo Dirc Chua,
trong d6 quan hé thanh vién ciua cong dong xéac
dinh tt ca cac khia canh doi séng cua ho”2

Trugc hét, hdy ban vé ngudn géc cua chit religio
ma TS. Nguyén Thi Hién vira dan ra trong dinh
nghia cta minh.

! Trac Tan Binh, Ly gidi ton gi&o, ban dich Tran Nghia Phuong,
Nha Xuét Ban Ha Noi, 2007, tr. 17.

2 «“Nghién ciru ton gido, tin ngudng, & Viét Nam duong dai,” bai
viét in trong tuyén tap Su bién doi ton gido tinnguong o Viét
Nam hi¢n nay, NXB. Thé Giai, Ha Nai, 2008, tr. 7).

Trude khi doi séng tén gido cua ngudi La MA
chiu anh huong siu sic cua van hoa Hi Lap thi
danh tir tiéng La Tinh religio c6 mot ¥ nghia rat cu
thé. Theo mét s hoc gia, religio chi mot loai sirc
manh nam bén ngoai con ngudi va buc ho phai
thuc hién mot s6 hanh vi nao d6 néu khong muén bi
b&o 0an®. Nghia thir hai: religio ciing diung dé chi
mot vat kiéng ki*. Nghia thi ba: religio ciing dung
dé chi cam xuc cua mot ngudi khi gap phai mot sirc
Manh nhu Véy5.

Ban than y nghia tir nguyén hoc cua thuat ngir
religio cling da gay tranh luan vao thoi cua Cicero
khi triét gia nay dan loi Balbus, mot triét gia theo
phéi Khic Ky, c6 dua ra mot hinh dung tir bat
ngudn tir dong tir relegere (= can than gom lai) Vi
y noi ring mot ngudi “ton giao” phai can than cham
lo cung té than linh. Mot tac gia theo Ki T6 Gido la
Lactantius phan d6i quan diém cua Cicero va lap
luan rang su mo dao khdng phai tlly thudc vao viéc
con ngudi cung té nhu thé nao, ma 1a cung té cho
ai, nghia vu nao can phai duoc thuc hién. Do d6
Lactantius dua ra dong tu religare (= bugc lai) va
cho day méi 1a nghia gbc cua tir religio. Lactantius
viét: “Chung ta dwoc tréi budc vao Thién Chia nho
xiéng xich cua duc tin, d6 chinh 1a diém phét xuét
cua tir ton gi4o, chu khdng phai nhu Cicero viét, 1a
bit ngudn tir dong tir “can than gom nhit lai”...”
[Hoc uinculo pietatis obstricti deo et religati sumus;
unde ipsa religio nomen accepit, non ut Cicero
interpretatus est a relegendo]®. Ban than Lactantius,
vén 1a mot Ki To hitu, phan biét ré sy thd phuong
Thién Chia ma 6ng goi la vera religio (= chinh
dao) vai su thd phugng cac than linh khac 1a falsa
religio (= ta dao).

® W. Warde Fowler, “The Latin History of the Word Religio,”
trong The Transactions of theThird International Congress for
the History of Religions, Oxford, tap 2, 1908, tr.169-175.

* M. Kobbert, De verborum religio atque religiosus usu apud
Romanos quaestiones selectae, Koenigsberg, 1910.

® Walter F. Otto, “Religio Versuch einer Worterklaerung” in
trong 20.Jahresbericht des Bischoeflichen ~Gymnasiums
Paulinum in Schwaz (1952-1953), tr. 2-18)

® Divinae Institutiones, IV, 28.
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Thanh Jerome, ngudi dich Kinh Thanh sang tiéng
La Tinh (ban Vulgata), dung chir religio dé dich
chir Hi Lap threskeia (= nghi thirc phung vu).

Thanh Augustine da viét han mot chuyén luan dé
giai thich y nghia cua thuat ngir religio, De Vera
Religione. Theo quan diém cua thanh Augustine,
religio 1a su két néi vao tinh yéu va su vinh quang
cua Thién Chda. Hoi Théanh ton tai véi chirc ning
duy nhat 1 tao diéu kién cho su két néi nay xay ra.
Théanh Augustine viét: “To6i viét mot cudn sach vé
Ton gi4o chan chinh trong d6 toi 1y giai rat dai va
bing nhiéu cach khac nhau ring ton gido chan
chinh ¢6 nghia 1a sy phung the Thién Chda chéan
chinh, d6 1a Chiia Ba Ngéi, tic la Chia Cha, Chia
Con, va Chia Thanh Than”’. Thanh Augustine
ding hai tir religio va cultus (= thd phuong) gan
nhu hai tir ddng nghia. Dong tir colere ciing ding
gibng nhu religare. C6 thé néi tir day trong ciu
hinh tu duy Thién Chta Gido y nghia cta thuat ng
“ton giao” (religion) da dugc xac dinh: d6 1a quan
hé két ndi giira tin d6 va Pang Toan Nang thong
qua viéc phung vu Thién Chda.

Tuy vay sau thanh Augustine trong cac cong
doan Ki T Gido thuat ngir religio van chua thyc su
phd bién. Thoi Trung CH thuat ngir cac Ki T6 Hitu
ua chudéng nhit van 1a “duc tin” (fides). Trong thoi
ky nay thuat ngir religio dan dan khéac thém y
nghia “doi séng tu hanh trong tu vién,” (vita
monastica) mot y nghia da ton tai trong cac vin ban
thuoc thé ki thir 5. Hinh dung tir caa religio ding dé
chi cac tu si thudoc cac dong tu khac nhau
(religiosus ordo, monasterium). Ngay nay tiéng
Anh, “religious priest” ciing dung dé chi “linh muc
dong” dé phan biét véi “secular priest” (linh muc
tridu). Cach néi “to enter religion” c6 nghia 14 “vao

" ...multipliciter et copiosissime disputatur unum uerum deum,

id est trinitatem, patrem et filium et spiritum sanctum, religione
uera colendum, Retractationes, quyén I, chuong 12, trong
Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum, tap 36, Sancti
Aureli Augustini Retractationum libri duo, 4n ban Pius Knoll,
Vindobonae & Lipsiae, 1902, tr. 57.

dong tu,” “religious vows” 1a “khan dong,”
“religious habit” 1a ‘4o dong”, v.v...

Ban than thanh Thomas Aquinas trong bo Téng
lugn than hoc (SummaTheologica) ciing dung thuat
ngir religio véi ba nghia khic nhau: sy thé hién ra
ngoai cua dtc tin, dong co ndi tai bén trong tin dd
khi phung vu loi Cha, va chinh viéc phung vu®.
Thanh Thomas Aquinas viét: “Religio khéng phai
1a duc tin nhung 1a chimg ta cho duc tin bang céc
dau chi bén ngoai” (Religio non est fides,sed fides
protestatio per aliqua exteriora signa. Sdd, ban La
Tinh, tap 3, tr. 1911a, ban tiéng Anh, tap 11, tr.
182). Thanh nhan con din ra thuat ngir Hi Lap
eusebia va cho ring n6 ddng nghia vai religio
(eusebia... ist idem quod religio). Eusebia chi ra
mot thai do sung kinh véi nhitng thuc thé linh
thanh. Thanh Thomas Aquinas ciing dung tir Hi
Lap latria dé chi religio. Latria la viéc phung tu
Thién Chua bing céach thé hién dac tin. Nhu vay
cudi ciing thi thinh Thomas Aquinas ciing quay lai
véi giai thich cua thdnh Augustine. Religio 1a mot
bon phan rang budc tin d6 phai phung vu Thién
Chua theo mét cach riéng, nhu lam viéc thién va tur
bo cac loi lac cua thé gian.

Friedrich Max Mueller (1823-1900), nguoi cha
khai sinh ctia nganh tén gio hoc, cho ring ton giao
phét sinh tir viéc con nguoi nhan thuc ra Cai V6
Han (perception ofthe Infinite), d& dinh nghia ton
gido 1a “sy nhan thuc ra Cai V6 Han trong nhiing
hoan canh c6 thé anh huong dén nhan cach tinh

8 Ban La Tinh: S.Thomas de Aquino ordinis praedicatorum
Summa Theologiae, curaet studio Instituti  Stdiorum
Medievalium Ottaviensis, Ottawa, 5 tap, 1941-1945. Ban dich
tiéng Anh The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas. Ban
dich cua cac linh muc dong Pa Minh & Anh, New York, 21 tap,
1911-1922.Ban La Tinh xin tham khao tap 3, tu trang 1829-
1836.Ban dich tiéng Anh, tap 11, tir trang 7-22.

® GS. Linh myc Tran Van Toan con cho biét thém I latria chi sy
phung th dbi véi Thién Chua, dulia 1a phung tho céac thanh, va
hyperdulia 1a phung thd Btic Ba. Xem Tran Vin Toan, bai “Van
hoéa va t6n gio,” in trong Ky yéu hoi thao quéc té Van héa ton
gi4o trong bdi canh toan cdu héa, NXB. Ton gido, Ha Nai,
2010, tr.453.

Trang 41



SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT, Vol 17, No.X5-2014

thdn cua con ngudi”® (Infinite under such

circumstances as are able to influence the moral
character of man. Natural Religion, Collected
Works, tap 1, 1899, tr. 188). Ton gido nay Max
Mueller goi la “tw nhién thin gido” (natural
religion) Ia mot tai san chung cda toan nhan loai.
Diéu dang ngac nhién 12 Max Mueller c6 vé khong
wa thich gi mau hinh ton gido phé bién ¢ phuong
Tay la Thién Chla Gido mic du dng 1a ngudi Buc
chinh céng. Ciing giébng nhu Schopenhauer, éng
cho rang tén gido Veda cia An D6 méi 1a mau hinh
ctia ton gido dich thuc, tic 1a Tu Nhién Than Gido.

Néu so sanh dinh nghia truyén thong cua triét hoc
ton giao Tay Phuong, ton gido (religio), 12 niém tin
cua tin d6 vao Thién Chua dwoc thé hién trong viéc
phung tu hay cau nguyén, va dinh nghia cia Max
Mueller, du dwa trén mau hinh ton gido An Do, xem
t6n gido dich thuc 1a mot loai “ty nhién than gido”,
ching ta c6 thé khoéng nhan ra sy sai biét lon.
“Thién Chua” trong dinh nghia cta Thién Chda
Gido c6 thé d& dang duoc ddng hda véi “Cai Vo
Han” (the Infinite) vi day ciing 1a mot phim chét
ctia chinh Thién Chua: Ngai vuot qua tat ca moi su
hinh dung hay nhan thac thuong nghiém cua con
nguoi vi Ngai 1a “tat ca va ton tai trong tat ca”
(omnia et in omnibus Christus). Chi c6 diéu Max
Mueller khdng hé nhic dén vai tro cua duc tin hay
hanh vi phung vu nhu hai dic diém quan trong cua
ton gido trong khi day la hai cot try quan trong
trong doi séng tu dirc cua mot Ki T hitu.

Paul Tillich (1886-1965), mét nha thin hoc Tin
Lanh ling danh, da dinh nghia ton gido 1a “suy quan
tam t6i hau” (ultimate concern = Trung Quéc dich
1a “chung cuc quan hoai”). “Tdi hau” c¢6 nghia la
“quan trong nhét, c6 y nghia nhat”. Khi con nguoi
khong con quan tam dén tién bac, thanh cong, danh
vong, hanh phtc, nhitng mdi quan tim hang dau
cua thé gian, ma chi quan tdm dén y nghia chung

10 «Religion is the perception of the Infinite under such

circumstances as are able to influence the moral character of
man”, Natural Religion, Collected Works, tap 1, 1899, tr. 188).

cudc cua sinh ménh, dén thyc tai siéu viét, ldc bay
gio con ngudi thyc sy c6 mdi quan tam tdi hau. Y
tuong nay duoc Tillich trinh bay trong tac pham
Dong thai cua dic tin (Dynamics of Faith, 1957).
“Prc tin” duoc Paul Tillich sir dung gan nhu hoan
toan dong nghia v6i khai niém “ton gido”. Puong
nhién, trong quan diém cua than hoc Tin Lanh va
Cong Gido, duc tin 1a tim diém ctia moi hoat dong
ton gido, thé hién trong thai do dan than trigt dé
(radical engagement), véi toan bo nhan cach (total
personality), cia ca nhan vao su hiép théng vai
Thién Chua, hiru thé dbi twong cua su quan tam toi
hau. Paul Tillich ciing nhan manh rang tén giao la
nén tang quan trong nhit cua vin hoa nhan loai.

Frederick J. Streng (1933-1993), trong luan an
tién s trinh tai dai hoc Chicago (vé sau dwoc xuat
ban thanh sach c6 twa dé Emptiness: A Study in
Religious Meaning, Nashville: Abingdon Press,
1967, nghién cau triét ly Tanh Khéng cua
Nagarjuna) thay vi sir dung cum tir “quan tim tdi
hau” (ultimate concern) da sir dung thuat ngir “su
chuyén hoéa téi hau” (ultimate transformation) dé
chi mot kinh nghiém tén gido. Streng cho riang kinh
nghiém tén gidao khéng phai 1a mot kinh nghiém
nhan thirc ma chi yéu la mot kinh nghiém chuyén
hoa ban than. Dya trén sy nghién ciru siu tu tuéng
Nagarjuna (Long Thu) va giao 1y Pai Thua, Streng
khang dinh rang muc tiéu cua Najarjuna khoéng phai
|4 triét hoc tu bién nhiam dua ra mot quan diém hay
hoc thuyét moi. Tam diém cua triét hoc Ténh
Khoéng néi riéng va Phat Giao ndi chung la giai
théat luan (soteriology) vé6i ciru canh la giai thoat
con nguoi ra khoi vé minh va chip truéc vao nhing
thuc tai vo thuong caa thé gian.

Khong thé khdng nhic dén quan diém cta Rudolf
Otto (1869-1937) vé ton gido ma tac pham cua 6ng
ludn ludn 12 tai liéu doc bét buoc danh cho cac sinh
vién chuyén nganh vé ton gido hoc tai My. Tac

" Frederick J. Streng, Emptiness: A Study inReligious Meaning,
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1967.
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phim d6 co tua dé tiéng Anh la The ldea of the
Holy (Y niém Linh Thé)™. Linh thé (Das Heilige)
theo Otto 1a mot thuc thé siéu kha gi4c, cé tinh chat
huyén nhiém (mysterium), dang so (tremendum),
nhung c6 sitc thu hit manh liét (fascinans), chinh la
numen (than tinh). Quan diém cua Otto, von la mot
nha than hoc Tin Lanh, dugc su tan dong cua nhiéu
hoc gia va trg thanh chuan thac cho viéc nghién
cteu ton gido: nghién ciru ton gido la nghién ciru cac
chiéu kich twong quan giita con nguoi va Linh Thé.
Mircea Eliade (1907-1986), gido st mon Ton Gido
Dbi Chiéu tai dai hoc Chicago, mét trong nhiing
ngudi thay cua Frederick J. Streng, chiu anh huong
shu sic tac pham cua Otto va la tac gia cudn Céi
Thiéng va Cai Pham®®, ciing 1a mot tac pham kinh
dién trong lanh vuc triét Iy t6n gido. Trong tac
pham nay Eliade dua ra hoc thuyét v& hierophany
(= Linh Hién = sy thé hién cua thuc tai Thiéng
Liéng = manifestation of the Sacred) ma 6ng cho la
nén tang cua ton giéo, phan tach kinh nghiém cua
con ngudi V& thuc tai ra thanh hai 1anh vyc thiéng
lieng va pham tuc (khdng gian thiéng, thoi gian
thiéng). Khai niém Linh Hién tuong tuy nhu khai
niém “mac khai” (revelation) trong than hoc Cong
Gi4o: su mic khai vé& mét thuc tai siéu nhién va
tuyét d6i c6 cong niang chuyén héa cudc séng cua
mot ¢& nhan sang mét dinh hudong hoan toan mai
mé.

Nhirng nguoi nghién ctu tén gidao thuong phén
biét hai loai dinh nghia: dinh nghia mang tinh ban
thé (substantive) va dinh nghia mang tinh chirc
nang (functional). Vi du khi E.B. Tylor dinh nghia
t6n gido 1a “niém tin vao céc hiru thé than linh”
(belief inspiritual beings) 6ng da dwa ra mdt dinh

12 Rudolf Otto, The Idea of the Holy (Y niém Linh Thé) nhung
nguyén téc tiéng Duc 1a Das Heilige - Uber das Irrationale in
der Idee des Gottlichen und sein Verhaltnis zum Rationalen
(Linh Thé — Ban vé yéu té phi ly trong quan niém vé Linh Thé va
moéi quan hé ciia né véi cai hop 1y) xuit ban lan diu nam 1917.
 Mircea Eliade, The Sacred and theProfane, NXB. Harper
Torchbooks, New York, 1961.

nghia mang tinh ban thé". Khi Milton Yinger dinh
nghia t6n gido 1a “mot hé théng cac niém tin va
thuc hanh nhd d6 mot nhom ngudi c6 thé dwong
dau véi cac van dé toi hau caa cudc sdng” (asystem
of beliefs and practices by means of which a group
of people struggles with the ultimate problems of
the human life)™ thi d6 1a mot dinh nghia mang tinh
chirc nang.

M6t nha nhan hoc chiu anh huéng quan diém cua
Weber, Clifford Geertz, da dinh nghia ton giao tu
goc d6 chie nang nhu sau: “Tén gido la mot hé
thdng céc biéu tugng c6 cong ning xac 1ap nhiing
trang thai tdm 1i va dong co hanh dong manh mg,
xuyén subt, va kéo dai noi ban than con ngudi bang
cach kién lap nhitng quan niém vé mot trat tu hién
sinh tong quét va hoc hoi cac quan niém d6 trong
mot ludng hao quang thuc hiru (aura of factuality)
dén mic dudng nhu chi ¢ céc trang thai tam Ii va
dong co hanh dong do 1a co tinh hién thuc™®. Khoa
nhan hoc (anthropology) nghién ctu con nguoi ti
hai goc do: chu thé sang tao ra mot nén van hoa, va
san pham cua chinh nén vin hoa dé. Cac thuc hanh
t6n gido cling nhu cac thiét ché ton gido 13 mot bo
phan khdng thé thiéu trong bat ki mot nén vin hoa
nao nén ton giao ciing trd thanh mot dbi tuwong
nghién cuu cta nhan hoc. Cac nha nhan hoc quan
tam dén t6n gido vi mot |i do khéc nira: ho thiy
rang ton gi4o 1a mot yéu té rat quan trong khi gidp
x& hoi ty xac dinh ban sic cua n6 bang cach vién
dan dén cac md hinh thiéng liéng nguyén thiy trong
cac khudn thirc hanh dong. Nguoi khai sinh nganh
nhan hoc la E.B. Tylor (1632-1917) trong tac pham
Van héa nguyén thiy (Primitive Culture, 1871) chu

1 James C. Livingston, Anatomy of theSacred, New York, 1993,
tr.9.

5 Milton Yinger, The Scientific Study of Religion, New York,
1970, tr.7.

16 Thelnterpretation of Cultures, BasicBooks, A Division of
HarperCollins Publishers, 1973, tr.90. Xem thém bai “Ton gido
nhu mét hé théng van héa” ctia Clifford Geertz do Truong
Huyén Chi dich, in trong tuyén tap Nhing van dé nhan hoc ton
gido, Hoi Khoa Hoc Lich St va tap chi Xua va Nay chu bién,
NXB. Pa Ning, 2006, tr.308-355.
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yéu 1a ban vé ton gido trong cac x4 hoi so khai. Hau
hét cac nha nhan hoc (trir Tylor) khdng tim hiéu
ban chit cua tén gio la gi theo phong cach mot
triét gia ma ho nhin t6n gido tir vién canh chuc
nang. Ho muén biét tén gi&o co vai tro gi, giip duy
tri cac khudon mau tu duy va hanh dong cua cac
thanh vién nhu thé ndo, trong mét cong ddng hay
xa hdi. Cong trinh nghién curu thue dia bo lac Nuer
tai Pong Phi cta Evans-Pritchard chinh la mét
minh hoa rd nhit cia chi nghia chic ning
(functionalism) trong nhan hoc (xem Nuer Religion,
NXB.Oxford, 1956, tr.190). B6 lac Nuer khong cé
mot co cau chinh quyén hay lanh dao chinh thirc
nén ton giao ¢ day dong vai tro quan trong hang
dau trong viéc duy tri trat tu va 6n dinh. Nhiing
tranh chép hay xung dot, mau thuan trong bo lac
déu do “Thu lanh da bao” (Leopard-skin Chief) giai
quyét. Trong trudng hop c6 su xdc pham nghiém
trong nhu giét nguoi, tha pham c6 thé trén trong
nha cta Thu Linh, con Thu Linh s& dam phan voi
gia dinh tha pham dé ban viéc bdi thuong cho gia
dinh nan nhén, théng thuong la mét con bo hay heo
gi ddy. Evans-Pritchard nhan manh rang Thu Linh
khéng hé c6 quyén luc chinh tri hay phép Iy va
khoéng c6 gi dam bao moi nguoi s& nghe theo 1oi
hoa giai cua 6ng. Néu hoa giai khong thanh, su béo
thu sé& lap tic dién ra, 16i kéo rat nhiéu thanh vién
cua bo lac vao viéc chém giét 1an nhau. Tuy nhién,
ton giao da dam nhiém chirc nang ngén chin nhiing
su vu nhu vay xay ra. Ngudi Nuer tin rang viéc giét
ngudi (hay loan luan) s& lam xdc pham dn Linh
Thé va chinh Linh Thé s& tring phat ké pham toi.
Sy can thigp cua than linh s& gy ra nhiing con
bénh thé xac. Ngudi pham toi da bi 6 ué do hanh
dong ciia minh. Sy 6 ué nay s& lay lan sang ngudi
khac nhu mot bénh dich. T4t ca déu phai can thiép
vao dé cho sy lay lan nguy hiém nay khéng dién ra.

Dinh nghia ctia Geertz cho thay nhiéu phuong
dién quan trong cua tén gido. Phuong dién quan
trong nht la cung cap mot ¥ nghia (provision of
meaning) cho cudc séng qua cac biéu tugng ton

gi4o. Nhitng biéu tuong nay co cong ning duy tri
cac mdi quan hé x& hoi va giup thac day cac hanh
dong x& hoi trong thyc tién cudc séng. Cong trinh
khao séat thuc dia cua Victor Turner vé cac I& hoi
ton gido tai Phi Chau di cung cé ly thuyét cua
Durkheim vé& chirc ning xa hoi cua ton gigo (Victor
Turner, The Ritual Process, Cornell University
Press, 1977). Céc 18 hoi ton gido c6 muc dich tao ra
mot moi truong trong do cac thanh vién tham du
khong con thiy ton tai bat ky mot mau thuan cin
ban nao giira ca nhan va toan thé cong dong. C.J.
Fuller sau khi khao ciru cac I& hoi trong bén ngdi
lang thugc mién Nam An D¢, Bic An, va Trung
An, d3 két luan: “Cac 18 hoi tap thé v& mat nghi
thirc ton gido thé hién tinh doan két trong lang.
Ngudi ta ¢ thé cho rang mot trudng hop trong d6
su doan két nhit tri duoc phong chiéu nhu mot ly
tuong trong 18 hoi chi 1a mot ao tuong thuan tay,
bai vi trong moi lanh vyc khac cua doi séng trong
lang chi 1a sy chia r& va phan biét ddi xu tran
ngap™'’. Chang Chung-yuan da viét vé& ban chét t6n
gido doi Thwong Chu tai Trung Qudc nhu sau:
“Khai niém Thién 14 tu twong then chét doi Chu,
tridu dai ké tiép nha Thuong. Khai niém nay 1a mot
minh hoa cho ¥ niém vé mét Thuong Dé hitu nga
dang dan dan chuyén bién thanh mot thyc thé tdi
cao nhung vo ngi [...] Thuc thé tdi cao nay c6
quyén lyc chi phéi toan thé cac thi toc trong nudc,
khéng giéng nhu Dé, to tién cua dan Thuong, va
tinh chit vo ngé cua Thién thé hién ¢ hai mat: the
nhat, quan niém Thién khéng bi han ché trong bdi
canh boi téan hay cing té [...] Vi than t6i cao nay
chi hién ra cho nhitng nguoi chiu trau ddi dao dirc
va thanh 1ap mot trat tw xa hoi thai hoa. Biém thu
hai: quan niém Thién mang theo y tuéng rang

Y C.J. Fuller, The CamphorFlame: Popular Hinduism and
Society in India, Princeton University Press, 1992, tr.5.
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nhitng gi thién pha (troi cho) chinh la cai ma chdng
ta goi la nhan tinh™*®,

Phuong dién thir hai 1a nhdn manh cac ciu tric
mang tinh xa hoi va cac nhan té tdm i cua cac tin
d6. Phuong dién thir ba 1a mot thé gioi quan
(worldview) dugc chia sé: cac tin d6 giai thich cac
kinh nghiém va bién cb xay ra trong cudc séng dua
trén mot quan niém do tén gido cung cap (cai ma
Geertz goi 1a “mot trat ty hién sinh téng quat™).
Chung ta s€ khao sat k§ quan niém cua Geertz khi
thao luan treong hop gido phai Heaven'’s Gate cia
M.

Nhin tir géc d6 xa hoi hoc ton gido dam nhiém
chirc ning kién tao mot y nghia t6i hau cho nhan
sinh (Sinngesetzung), mot nd luc Iy giai nhiing 4n
ngit trong cudc séng va kiém soéat nhing diéu
khong thé kiém soat dugc, nhan cach hda nhing ly
tudng triu tuong, hoi nhap van héa, hay hop thic
hoa (legitimation) mot hé théng x& hoi, phéng chiéu
(projection) cac y nghia ca nhan vao mét loai siéu
thyc tai, ndi chung la mot c¢6 ging ly giai
(Sinnbedeutung) nhiing van dé cin co nhit cua hién
sinh. Theo Max Weber, nhiém vu co ban cia nganh
xa hoi hoc giai thich (verstehende Soziologie) chinh
1a hiéu va giai thich “hanh dong x& hoi” (Handeln).
Ong viét: “Hanh dong x& hoi 13 mot hanh dong do y
nghia chu quan ma ca nhan hanh dong gan cho no,
ly giai hanh vi ctia nguoi khac, va do d6 duge dinh
hudng trong qué trinh caa nd. Khai niém ‘hanh
dong’ bao gom tat ca hanh vi con ngudi khi ma va
trong chiing muc c6 thé hanh déng gan cho mot y
nghia cha quan. Hanh ddng theo nghia nay c6 thé
rd rang 16 ra bén ngoai hay noi tai bén trong, hoan
toan chu quan; nd c6 thé bao gdm su can thiép tich
cuc vao mot hoan canh, hay ¢b y rat lui ra khoi su

® Chang Chung-Yuan, Creativity and Taoism: AStudy of
Chinese Philosophy, Art, and Poetry. NXB. Harper Torchbooks,
New York, 1963, tr.62-63.

can thiép nhu vay, hay thu dong chap nhan mot
hoan canh™".

Dua trén Tylor, Weber, Geertz, chung ta c6 thé
dua ra mét dinh nghia ton gido vira mang tinh ban
thé vira mang tinh chtrc nang nhu sau: ton gido la
mét hé théng bao gom cac niém tin va nhiing thuc
hanh c6 lién quan dén Linh Thé nho dé tin d6 c6
thé tdi dinh hwéng va chuyén héa cugc song cua
minh. Linh thé (the Holy) la mét loai siéu thyc tai
(meta-reality), dung cao hon thé gidi cua con
nguoi, ¢ quyén ning tic dong dén cugc sdng va
gidp chuyén hoa nhimg dinh huéng co ban trong
doi sdng tam linh cua tin 6. Niém tin c6 thé dugc
hé thong hda mot cach chat ch& nhu hé théng tin Iy
cua Thién Chua Gido (ca Tin Lanh lan Cong Giao)
hay mo hd, long léo nhu Pao Mau tai Viét Nam.
Thuc hanh bao gdm céc hoat dong phung tu, tho
clng, nghi I8, cau nguyén, an chay, hanh hwong,
ngdi thién, doc kinh, lam viéc thién. Dinh nghia nay
cling phu hop voi nhan xét cua Emile Durkheim
(1858-1917), 6ng t6 ciia nganh xa hoi hoc ton gido:
“Céc hién tuong tén gido vé phuong dién ban chat
c6 thé chia ra lam hai pham trii can ban: cac niém
tin va nghi I&. Cac niém tin tuc la cac trang thai y
kién va bao gom céc biéu tugng. Nghi 18 tic 1a
nhitng phong céch hoat dong xac dinh”%.

Mot diém dic trung trong quan diém x& hoi hoc
ton gido cua Durkheim la sy phan biét gitra Cai
Thiéng Liéng (the sacred) va Cai Pham Tuc (the
profane) khong dugc hiéu nhu cac thudc tinh ndi tai
ctia sy vat ma chi la cac y nghia chii quan ma tin 46
gan cho cac ddi twong sung béi cua ho. Lanh vuc
thiéng liéng 1a 1anh vire ma tin db tach riéng ra khoi
cac sinh hoat pham tuc va gan cho né6 mot y nghia
thiéng liéng bang cach nghi 18 va qui luat dac biét
(Emile Durkheim, Sdd, tr.62). Nghi thic dang 18

¥ Alfred Schutz, Phenomenology of the SocialWorld,
Northwestern University Press, 1967, tr.15. Schutz trich Weber
trong Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft, Tubingen, J.C.B. Mohr
(P.Siebeck), 1922, tr.1.

% The Elementary Forms of theReligious Life, ban dich tiéng
Anh ciia Joseph W. Swain, NXB. Free Press, New York, tr.51.
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trong Bi Tich Thanh Thé cua Cong Gido 1a mot vi
du cu thé. Durkhiem viét: “Néu ton giao khai sinh
ra nhitng gi thiét yéu nhit trong mot xa hoi do 1a vi
¥y niém x4 hoi 1a linh hon cia ton giao” (Durkheim,
Sdd, tr.466). Quan diém cua Durkheim rat ph hop
khi &p dung vao viéc giai thich mdi quan hé chit
chg gitra ton giao va chinh tri trong vin hoa Nhat
Ban truyén thong nhu Ian Reader, mot chuyén gia
vé ton gido Nhat Ban duong dai, nhan xét: “Muyc
tidu toi hau khong phai hoan toan xay dung trén su
sting béi kami ma dang hon 1a sy duy tri mot céch
tich cuc mdi quan hé hai hoa s& 1am loi cho toan thé
cong ddng va cung tng thém sy tro gilp trong tran
gian nay, genze riyaku, dé phuc vu cho su phat trién
va phdn vinh trong twong lai”%.,

Ciing nén nhic dén mot quan diém hét suc cyc
doan cua Karl Barth (1886-1968), nha than hoc Tin
Lanh ndi tiéng nhat cua thé ki 20. Barth phan biét
t6n gi4o va than hoc. Ton gi4o 1a mot hién tuong
ctia con ngudi nhung than hoc thi khéng. Than hoc
la ching ta cho diéu Thién Chua di lam véi Buc
Giésu Kitd. Than hoc khdng thé 1a mét hién tuong
thudc con ngudi. N6 khong thé dugc nghién ciu tir
goc do tdm Ii hoc hay x@ hoi hoc nhu tén gido.
Than hoc chi ¢ thé dugc xac chimng boi nhiing
ngudi ¢ duc tin nho on kéu goi cua Thién Chia.
Ki T6 Hxu chinh la nhitng ngudi duge on kéu goi
dé chung ta cho st vu ciru d6 cua Thién Chua.
Puong nhién Barth khong thé phu nhan rang cac Ki
TO Htru cling tao ra mot tdn gido ma ho goi la
Thién Chua Gido (hay Ki T6 Gido) nhung d6 1a do
t6i 15i cua ho chur khéng phai su thé hién cua duc
tin. Ho ¢b gang phai lam mot didu gi do dé duoc
ctru d6. Ton gido ra doi la két qua cua nd luc nham
dugc Thién Chla ciru do. Puc tin biét rang day la
mot didu sai ldm vi Thién Chiia da lam tat ca nhiing
gi Ngai thiy can phai lam. Duc tin giai thoat chiing

2 Jan Reader, Religion inContemporary Japan, University of
Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 1991, tr.69.

ta ra khoi ton giao®. Ching toi cho ring Hans
Kung, mot nha than hoc dai két Cong Gido, ngudi
da viét luan &n tién si vé Karl Barth, d3 c6 tinh bo
qua rat nhiéu luan diém cuc doan ciia nha than hoc
Tin lanh nay. Barth nhan manh: “Tén gido chi 1a sy
thiéu duc tin. That ra, né 1a sy quan tam, ching ta
can phai néi rang, né la sy quan tam 16n duy nhat
cia nguoi khéng c6 Thién Chua (Religion
isunbelief. It is a concern, indeed, we must say it is
the one great concern, of godless man)®. Mot nha
than hoc Chau A di hoi Barth rang sao Barth c6 thé
chic chan An Gido l1a “thiéu dtrc tin” (unbelief) khi
ong chua bao gio gap bat ky mot tin dd An Gio
nio, Barth diém nhién tra 1oi: “D6 1a cai biét tién
thién, khdng can hoc hoi” (Apriori), nghia 1a ong
duoc Thién Chua “mic khai” cho biét nhu thé, cha
khong phai do kién thuc hay kinh nghiem?. Mot
nha than hoc Hoa Lan, Heinrick Kraemer ciing hia
theo quan diém cua Barth, tuyén b ring c6 mot su
“dut doan tuyét d6i” (radical discontinuity) gitra
Thién Chua Gi&o va céc tdn gido khac. Trong tac
pham ndi tiéng Thong diép cua Ki T6 Gido trong
mét thé gisi phi Ki T (The Christian Message in a
Non-Christian World) Kraemer lap luan rang tit ca
cac ton gido khac chi 1a “nhitng nd lyc cta con
ngudi nham thiu hiéu toan thé tinh cua hién hiru”
(human attempts to apprehend the totality of
existence)®.

2 John B. Cobb, Jr., “The Meaning of Pluralism for Christian
Self-Understanding™, trong tuyén tap Religious Pluralism, tap 5,
do Leroy S. Rouner chu bién, University of Notre Dame Press,
Indiana, 1984, tr.162. Nén doc thém phan ban v& tu tuéng than
hoc cua Barth trong Hans Kung, Cdc tutueng gia lon cua Ki To
Gi4o. Ban dich Nguyén Nghi. NXB.Tri Thic, Ha Noi, 2010,
tr.311-352.

2 Church Dogmatics, NXB. T&T. Clark, Edinburg, 1956, tap 1,
phin 2, tr.299-300. Xin doc tron tiéu muc 27 trong cudn nay,
“The Revelation of God as the Abolition of Religion”, thé hién
rét rd quan diém doc doan cua Barth.

% Theo Gerald H. Anderson, “Religion as a Problem for the
Christian Mission”, in trong tuyén tap Christian Faith in a
Religiously Plural Worlddo D.G. Dawe va J.B. Carman chu
bién, NXB. Orbis Books, Maryknoll, New York, 1980, tr.114.

% The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World,
NXB.Edinburgh House Press, London, 1938, tr.135.
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Jurgen Moltmann di chi ra rang quan diém than
hoc cua Karl Barth thuc ra khéng qué cuc doan nhu
vay. Thuat ngit “t6n gido” ma Barth st dung khdng
hé ¢6 y néi dén cac ton giao khac nhu Phat Gido
hay Hobi Gi4o. Moltmann khuyén khich mot thai do
coi Mo va san sang doi thoai véi cac truyén thong
t6n gido ngoai Thién Chua Gido dé hoc hoi va thay
d6i. Puc Ki To da dén, da chét trén thap gia, vi s
vu ctru d cho ca thé gian, khdng phai chi riéng cho
bat ky mot nhom ngudi ndo, chinh vi thé cac Ki To
Hitu can quan tam hoc hoi tir cac ton gido khac®.
Vin dé da nguyén ton gido va ddi thoai ton gido
ching t6i s& ban dén trong mot bai viét khéc.

Ninian Smart, trong tdc pham kinh dién Céc
chiéu kich cua linh thé cho rang ton gi4o c6 tat ca
bay chiéu kich?’:

1/ Chiéu kich nghi 1& hay thuc hanh (ritual or
practicaldimension).

2/ Chiéu kich giéo Iy hay triét hoc (doctrinal
orphilosophical dimension).

3/ Chiéu kich huyén thoai hay trinh thuat (mythic
ornarrative dimesion).

4/ Chiéu kich trai nghiém hay cam nhan
(experiential oremotional dimension).

5/ Chiéu kich dao duc hay phap ly (ethical or
legaldimension). Chiéu kich t6 chic hay xa hoi
(organizational or social).

6/ Chiéu kich vat chat hay nghé thuat (material
or artisticdimension).

L4y Phat Gido lam vi du:

1/ Chiéu kich nghi 1&: tung kinh, I bai, dn chay,
niém Phat.

2/ Chiéu kich gido ly: gido ly Vo6 Thuong, Vo
Ngi, Bat Chanh Pao, Tt Diéu D&, Nghiép Béo,
Luén Hoi...

3/ Chiéu kich huyén thogi: nhitng cau truyén vé
cudc doi birc Phat trong Ban Sinh Kinh.

% The Church in the Power of Spirit, ban dich cua Margaret
Kohl, SCM Press, London, 1977, tr. 155.

%" Dimensions of the Sacred, University of California Press,
1996, tr.10-11.

4/ Chieu kich trai nghiém: thuc hanh thién dinh.

5/ Chiéu kich dao dirc: gi6i luat danh cho tang ni
va cu si.

6/ Chiéu kich té chizc: chua, thién vién, tinh x4...

7/ Chieu kich nghé thugt: kién trac chua, thién
vién, anh twong Phat, B4 Tat, Man Da La... Tai
Viét Nam trong nghi 1& Pao Mau ciing ¢ cac hinh
thuc dién xuéng nghé thuat ddm nét dan gian nhu
mua bong, hat bong, hau bong®.

Chung t6i cho rang nén bd sung vao so dd cua
Ninian Smart thém 3 chiéu kich nira:

1/ Chiéu kich lich si (historical dimension):
Thién Chiia Gido so ky, Phat Gido thdi nguyén
thuy, Hoi Gido thoi Muhammad, Pao Gido thoi
Han...

2/ Chiéu kich dia Iy (geographical dimension):
Phat Giao Pong Nam A, Phat Gido Tay Tang, Phat
Gido Trung Qudc, Phat Gido Nhat Ban, Phat Gido
Viét Nam...

3/ Chiéu kich mau nhiégm (mystical dimension):
phai Ngo Pao (Gnosticism) trong Thién Chua Giao
so ky, Tinh P Tong cua Phat Gido Nhat Ban, than
hoc huyén nhiém cua Meister Eckhart, Yoga cua
An bo...

Ngay tai diém nay chung t6i xin dua ra mét dinh
nghia vé t6n gido cua Theodore Ludwig c6 thé &p
dung duoc trong budc khoi dau tim hiéu ton gido.
Pay 1a mot mo ta gom c6 4 phan:

1/ Tén gio 1a sy dan than (involvement) cua con
ngudi vao cdng viéc linh thiéng (the sacred).

2/ Sy déan than nay duoc thé hién ra trong tu duy,
hanh dong, va c&c hinh thai xa hoi

3/ N6 cau thanh mot hé théng téng thé (total
system) bao gom céc biéu tuong c6 ¥ nghia sau xa.

4/ N6 cung tng mot con duong din dén su
chuyén héa téi hau (ultimatetransformation)®.

% Ngé Duc Thinh, Vé tin nguong 1€ hgi cotruyen, NXB.Vin hoa
thong tin, Ha Nai, 2007.

% XemThe Sacred Paths of the East, Theodore M. Ludwig.
Macmillan Publishing Company, New York, 1993, 310 trang.
Ban dich Dwong Ngoc Diing, Nhiing con duwong minh triét
phwong Dong, tap 1.
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Tai Bic My vao hau ban thé ki 20 triét hoc ton
gi4o xoay quanh chu d& ¥ nghia va gia tri chan li
ctia cac dién ngbn ton gido (the meaning and truth
of religious claims). Thong thuong cac hoc gia van
phan biét rd gitra triét hoc ton gido va than hoc.
Than hoc la su trinh bay mét cach c6 hé thng vé
duc tin cua mot ton gido cu thé. Tuy nhién cac cong
trinh mang tinh giao thoa gitra than hoc va triét hoc
ton gido cua Robert Neville, David Tracy, Schubert
Ogden, nhan manh céc tiéu chuan cong truyén
(public criteria) va trach nhiém cua than hoc déi véi
giéi han 1am, khién viéc phan biét rd gitra triét hoc
ton gi4o va than hoc tai My ngay cang kho khin
hon.

Triét hoc ton gi4o tai My chu yéu gén lién véi tén
tudi caa William James, tac gia cua tac pham da tro
thanh kinh dién Nhing kinh nghiém tén gido da
dang (The Varieties of Religious Experience, 1902).
Gan nhu déy 1a tac phdm duy nhat viét vé ton gido
tir goc do chu nghia thyuc tién (pragmatism), néu
khong tinh dén mot tac pham kém noi tiéng hon,
Mgt Puc Tin Chung (A Common Faith, 1934) caa
John Dewey. Dewey chu truong rang Thién Chia
chi 1a mot méi quan hé tich cuc gitra cac ctiru canh
mang tinh 1i tuéng va hoan canh sdng thuc té. Quan
diém nay chang khac quan diém cia Marx bao
nhiéu: nghia la tén gido chi & mot ao tudong hu
nguy do con ngudi by dit ra dé tw an ui ban than
khi phai song trong mot thé giéi qué tan nhan. Vay
thi cau hoi dat ra cho quan diém nay s& la: néu thé
nhitng con nguoi hanh phue, sung sudng, thanh
cdng, giau c6, s& khdng con cd nhu cau ton gido
nita? Quan diém cua James 6n hoa hon: 6ng van
danh gia cao gia tri tich cyc cua ton gido néu né
dem lai sy binh yén trong tm hon con ngudi khi tri
tué va tinh cam c6 thé lién két mot cach hai hoa véi
céc kinh nghiém khéc trong cudc sdng toan thé.

Chinh nho su phd bién cia James ma thuat ngir
“kinh nghiém ton gido” (religious experience) dugc
nhidu nguoi chii y dén. That ra thuat ngit nay da
duoc str dung nhiéu lan trong than hoc Tin Lanh va

trong nhitng nd lyc cua cac hoc gia thé ki 19 dang
tim céach thiét dinh mot nén tang khoa hoc cho
nganh ton gido hoc. Friedrich Schleiermacher
(1768-1834), mot triét gia va nha than hoc Puc, da
dua ra mot i thuyét ton gido nhan manh sy cam
nhan xuyén subt kinh nghiém cia mot ca nhan.
Quan diém ciia James ciing twong tu nhu quan diém
cua Schleiermacher: tén gido la cam nhan (feelings)
hay kinh nghiém c& nhan trong méi tuong quan voi
canh vygc than linh (the divine). Schleiermacher
viét: “Tén gido khong phai bit ngudn tir ndi s hai
céi chét, ciing khong phai su so hdi Thién Chia. N6
dap wng mot nhu ciu sau xa trong ban than con
ngudi. TOn gido khéng phai la siéu hinh hoc, cling
khong phai 1a dao duc hoc, ma didu quan trong
nhat, cét yéu nhét, ton gido la cam xdc, 14 truc giac.
Tin ly khong phai 1a mot phan cua tén gido: céc tin
ly chi bat ngudn tir ton gido. Ton giéo 1a mau nhiém
truc tiép théng phan vao Vo Han. Tin Iy chi la phan
chiéu cua mau nhiém nay. Ciing gidng nhu thé, dtc
tin vao Thién Chua hay su bat tir cua linh hon ciing
khong phai 1a mot phan cua ton gido. Chlng ta c6
thé hinh dung ra mét tén gido khdng can cé Thién
Chua, va d6 s& la sy chiém niém thuan tay vé vii
tru. Su khao khét ciia c& nhan mong muén duogc bét
tr chi ching to su thiéu ving ton gi4o, vi ton gido
thuc s doi hoi ca nhan ty danh mét minh trong Vo
Han chur khéng phai bao toan cai ban nga bé nho
hitu han caa minh”.

Hans Kung, mot nha than hoc Céng Gido, di
nhan xét vé tu tuong cia Schleiermacher nhu sau:

“Ngudi ta ciing c¢6 thé noi dugc rang tén gido la
tdn gido cua trai tim trong d6 con nguoi dugc gap
95, dugc tm lay, duoc d6 diy va duoc khudy dong
trong chdn sau tham nhat va toan dién nhat caa con
ngudi boi cai vo han vén tac dong trong tat ca
nhitng gi 1a hiru han. Khdng, ton gido khong phai la
thuc hanh, cling khong phai 1a tu bién, khéng phai

% Friedrich Schleiermachers Werke, Vierter Band, Verlag von
Felix Meiner, Lepzig, 1911, tr. 208.
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nghé thuat, ciing khong phai khoa hoc, ma Ia cam
gi4c va ném trai cai vo han™®!. C6 thé noi nguoi dau
tién nhan manh dén khia canh cam xdc trong mot
dinh nghia vé& ton gido chinh la Schleiermacher. C6
I& Schleiermacher dang ngam phan di tu twong cua
Hegel, ngudi ddng nghiép 16i lac cua ong tai dai
hoc Berlin khi Hegel gian Iugc héa ton gido thanh
nhitng hinh thai cua Tinh Than Tuyét i ty to 16
cho y thiic cta con nguoi trong lich su.
Schleiermacher khong thé dong tinh véi viéc thu
hat ton gi&o vao triét hoc duy 1y nhu vay. Trong céi
nhin cuaa 6ng, ton gido mai mai 1a mot cam giéc 1€
thugc tuyét déi vao cai Vo han, mot thuc thé siéu
nghiém. Than hoc hay suy tu triét hoc chi 1a ké dén
sau, giai thich cho cai ngi dung cam nhan nay ma
thoi.

Hegel trong Cac bai giang vé triét hoc ton gido
(Vorlesungen ueber die Philosophie der Religion,
1827) ciing dat lai mbi quan hé gitra ton gido va
triét hoc. Theo Hegel, ton gi4o can phai nho dén
triét hoc dé nang tam 1én dén trinh d6 khai niém
(Begriff) vi hién nay ton gido chi trong trinh do
“biéu tuong” (Vorstellung). N6i cach khac, vé
phuong dién ndi dung, ton gido va triét hoc 1a mot,
ca hai déu ¢6 muc tiéu téi hau 1a khdm pha Chan Ly
tc Thién Chiia, nhung vé phuong dién hinh thuc
dién dat, ton gi4o va triét hoc di theo hai con duong
khéc nhau. Triét hoc 1a con duong cua khai niém
thuan tdy; ton gio thi phai van dung dén hinh anh,
biéu tuogng, va cac thu phap mang tinh hinh anh
khac dé thé hién noi dung cua minh, do d6 rat dé
dan dén sy ngd nhan, 1am Idn. Khong c6 gi dang
ngac nhién khi ta thiy ring trong cai nhin cua
Hegel, lich st cta ton gido nhan loai da tim duoc
dinh cao phét trién cua né trong dao Tin Lanh. Trai
nguoc voi Kant, ngudi tuyén bé mudn “xéa bo tri
thiec dé nhwong ché cho dirc tin” (eliminate
knowledge to make room for faith), Hegel chu

¥ Hans Kung, Cdc nha tr teong lon cia Ki To Gigo. Ban dich
cua Nguyén Nghi. NXB. Tri Thuc, 2010, tr.276-277.

truong “x6a bo dirc tin dé nhudong chd cho tri thie”.
Can luu y theo Hegel ton gido khong phai 12 y thuc
ctia con ngudi vé Tuyét DSi Thé nhu nhiéu ngudi
van nghi ma d6 chinh 1a sy ty y thire ciia Tinh Than
Tuyét Ddi (Geist = Spirit) vé chinh minh: “Tinh
than biét v& chinh minh mot cach tryc tiép trong ton
gido nhu 1a Ty Y Thutc thuan tly cua chinh no”
(Der sich selbstwissende Geist ist in der
Religionunmittelbar sein eigenes reines
Selbsrbewusstsein)®. N6i theo ngdn ngit thin hoc
thi y thirc v& Thién Chta khong phai khoi nguyén
tir con ngudi ma tir chinh mac khai ctia Thién Chda,
mot sw mai goi thdng phan vao mau nhiém Thanh
Thé ma y thirc cua con ngudi chi 14 161 dap tra lai
on kéu goi cua Thién Chua.

Ngudi chéng ddi quan diém cua Hegel quyét liét
nhat khong phai 1a Marx ma chinh la Kierkegaard
(1813-1855), thuy t6 cua chu nghia hién sinh
phuong Tay. Kierkegaard bac bo ludn ca quan niém
cua Kant khi 6ng nady muén giam cam ton gi4o
trong gioi han cua ly tinh. Triét gia nguoi Pan
Mach nay nhan manh tinh chat nghich Ii tuyét déi
cua ton gido (Thién Chda Gido), mo duong cho
thin hoc bién chung cua Karl Barth sau nay. Tén
gido khong phai 1a mot khai niém c6 thé dugc phan
tich thdng qua ly tinh. Tdén gi&o la sy nghiém sinh
cua cé thé, 1a canh vuc cua su trai nghiém “run va
o™ trong vong tay ctia vinh ciu, 1 cudc séng noi
tam sau tham ma ly tinh khong thé truy cap vao
dugc. Trong khi c6 vé nhu Hegel cho ring ton gi4o
phai xép vi tri tho hai sau lung triét hoc thi
Kierkegaard khang dinh nguoc lai: triét hoc chi la
ké dén sau va tham chi la ké bét lyc, khong du kha
ning dé thau hiéu céc tinh ty ton gido. Vé mat quan
diém, Kierkegaard ké thira tu tuong cua thiy minh
1a Schelling (ngudi thay Hegel giir ghé gido su triét

% phaenologie des Geistes, tap 3 trong Toan tap Hegel (20 tap),
NXB. Suhrkamp, Frankfurt amMain, 1970, tr.496.Ban dich Bui
Vian Nam Son, Hién firong hoc tinh than, NXB.Van Hoc, Ha
Noi, 20086, tr. 1326.
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hoc tai dai hoc Berlin) va xa hon nira 1a quan diém
cua Schleiermacher.

Feuerbach (1804-1872) tin cong quan diém cua
Hegel tir mot goc do khac, rat gan véi Marx sau
nay. Trong tac pham Bdn chat cua Thién Chla
Gi&o (Das Wesen des Christentums) Feuerbach da
phé phan than hoc tr bién cia Hegel khi Hegel cho
rang do thé gisi thu tao van con 1a mot phan cua
Pang Tao Dung (the Creator) nén Pang Tao Dung
phai vi dai hon thé giGi ma Ngai di tao ra. Feurbach
lat nguoc lai quan diém nay. Chinh con ngudi 1a ké
tao ra Thién Chla dya trén nhimg dic diém ly
tuong caa chinh minh. Thién Chia chi la su ngoai
phéng cac khao khat 1y tuong tie bén trong noi tam
ctia con ngudi. NOi tém lai, than hoc chi 1a nhan
hoc. Marx phé phan quan diém cua Feuerbach nhu
sau: “Feuerbach qui ban chat tén gi&o vao ban chat
con ngudi. Nhung ban chit cia con nguoi khéng
phai 1a céi triru tuong ton tai trong ting cé nhan.
Trong tinh hién thyc cia no, ban chit con nguoi 1a
téng hoa tat ca cac quan hé xa hoi” (Ludn cuong vé
Feuerbach, 6). Nhin tir quan diém cua Feuerbach,
t6n gi4o s di xuat hién vi no dap tng mot nhu cau
can ban cua nhan loai la khic phuc nhitng that vong
va dau khé caa minh khi phai ddi dién véi céc tinh
hubng nhan sinh day khé khan. Ong mudn canh bao
con ngudi khi ho danh méit ban than minh trong
viéc tho phung mét Thién Chua nao do trén thién
duong trong khi khdng hé biét rang chinh ho mai la
d6i twong dang dugc ton vinh va ca ngoi®.

Mé dau phan phé phén triét hoc phap quyén cua
Hegel Marx viét mot cau ndi tiéng: “Dbi véi nude
buc thi viéc phé phan tén gido noéi chung da hoan
tat, va viéc phé phén ton gido Ia tién dé ciia moi phé
phan™*. Trong c4i nhin cia Marx, con ngudi séng
tao ra ton giao cha khéng phai nguoc lai: “Tén gido
la sy thyc hién ban chat con ngudi mot cach ao
tuong vi ban chét con nguoi khdng cé hién thuc” (It

® Xem thém Eugene Kamenka, The Philosophy of Ludwig
Feuerbach (NXB. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1970).
* Marx and Engels onReligion, tr. 41.

is the fantastic realization of the human essence
because the human essence has no true reality)®.
Thé gisi hién thuc l1a mot thé gisi bi ap buc, day
ray su bat cong, va ton gido chinh la su bién ho tét
nhat cho tat ca nhiing su bat cong d6, nhu mét loai
thuéc giam dau (thudc phién) giup con nguoi dé
dang thoa hiép véi con bénh tram kha cua xa hoi va
tir bo ¥ chi d4u tranh nham loai bo nhiig diéu kién
kinh té-chinh tri-x& hoi-vin héa di tao ra va duy tri
céc hinh thai xa hoi mang tinh ap buc.

Triét hoc ton giao Tay Phuong chu yéu xoay
quanh céc chu dé sau:

1/ Thién Chia ton tai hay khong ton tai (the
existence of God): nhitng ly luan bénh vuc va chéng
doi.

2/ Linh hon bat tir hay khdng bét ti? Linh hon co
t6n tai (immortality ofthe soul)? Quan hé gitta linh
hon va thé xac nhu thé nao?

3/ Néu Thién Chua ton tai, 1am thé nao ching ta
giai thich su dit (evil) tran ngap trong thé gian? Cac
hoc thuyét khao sat mébi quan hé giira Thién Chla
(nhan tir) va sy &c trong cudc sdng con ngudi dugc
gom lai dudi cai tén “than Iy hoc” (theodicy).

4/ Ban chit méi quan hé gitra ca nhan va Thién
Chua nhu thé nao? Néi dung kinh nghiém vé Siéu
Viét Thé bao gdm nhiing tinh chét gi? Kinh nghiém
tam linh c6 bi chi phdi hay dinh hinh bai ngdn ngit
t6n gido (religious language) hay cac yéu té vian
hoa-xa hoi khac? Cac ménh dé t6n gido hay than
hoc nhur “Thién Chua ton tai” (God exists) ligu rang
c6 thé kiém nghiém mét cach khoa hoc?

Quan hé giira ton gi&o va cudc séng dao dic nhu
thé nao? Co6 thé noi nhu mdt nhan vat cua
Dostoiesky: “Néu Thién Chda khdng ton tai thi moi
su déu co thé?”

Quan h¢ giira ton giéo truyén thong va cac hinh
thai cia van héa hién dai va hau hién dai dién ra
nhu thé ndo? C6 thé két luan vé ban chat ton gido
hoan toan tir goc d6 xa hoi hoc dung tuc?

% Sdd, tr. 41-42.
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Cht nghia da nguyén tén gido (religious
pluralism) ciing lay Thién Chua Giéo (chu yéu la
Cong Giao La Mi) lam trung tim. Quan diém cua
Hoi Thanh Cong Gido ra sao dbi vai Hoi Gido hay
Phat Giao? Than hoc dai két (ecumenical theology)
da di dén dau trong viéc hoi nhap nhimg “ngudi
anh em” cua Thién Chda Gido (Tin Lanh va Giao
Hoi phuong Bong)?

Téc gia mudn néu lén mot s nhan dinh tién khai
dé thuc day su thao luan:

Triét hoc ton gido hoan toan la mot san phiam cua
van hoa phuong Tay. Do d6 nhirng cu hoi ma cac
triét gia ton gido dat ra va thao luan rat xa la véi
tam thirc phuong Dong. Vi du can phai hiéu sau vé
Thién Chla Gi&o (Christianity) may ra méi danh
gia duoc céc luan diém vé ton gi&o cua ho.

Céc triét gia ton giao hau hét déu thiéu hiéu biét
nghiém trong vé cac ton gido phuong Doéng, dic
biét 1a Phat Giéo. Trong gigi triét hoc Buc, von ndi
tiéng 1a cuc ky uyén béac, chi cd Schopenhauer la
hiéu biét chat it v& tu twéng An Do, nhung
Schopenhauer hoan toan khéng néi tiéng ¢ Buc hay
& Chau Au®. Noi dén triét hoc ton giao ¢ dién ¢
Puc thi chi ¢ Hegel va Schleiermacher Ia ni tiéng
nhat va ca hai 6ng nay déu chi am hiéu mét hinh
thai ton gi4o duy nhét 1a dao Tin Lanh.

% Schpenhauer khong hé tham khao truc tiép céc kinh dién An
Gi4o. Toan bo hiéu biét cua dng vé t6n giéo va triét hoc An
thong qua ban dich cac tac pham kinh vin thuéc hé théng
Upanishads cua Anquetil du Perron, nguoi khong nhiing chi
don thudn cung cap mot ban dich ma con khéo 1éo dua vao 1ap
luan riéng cua dng ring tat ca moi sy khén ngoan minh triét trén
thé gian déu théng nhat vai nhau. Schpenhauer tuyét ddi 4 mo
céc lap luan caa Du Perron ma 6ng cho rang s& gitip con ngudi
Au Chéu tdy rira sach cac tan tich cua van hoéa Ki T6-Do Thai
Gido. Xem Parerga und Paralipomena, Il (1888), tr. 427.

Khéng nhiing thiéu hiéu biét vé ton giio phuong
Dong cac triét gia ton gido con thiéu hiéu biét vé
phuong phap nghién ciru tdn gido va cac nganh hoc
hiru quan, vi du lich st Kinh Thanh, sy hinh thanh
clia c4c van ban trong Tan U6c dién ra nhu thé nao,
trong thoi gian bao lau, ¢ bao nhiéu Tin Mung tat
ca, cac nhom Ki T6 hiru dau tién phan ¢ng vai Tin
Mimng ra sao, quan h¢ giita thanh Tong d6 Phaold
va Phérod thuc chit nhu thé ndo? T4t ca cac cau hoi
do cac triét gia ton giao khong hé dé cap dén.

Tat ca cac triét gia ton gido néu trén déu lay
Thién Chda Gido lam mau hinh tn gido 1 tuong
trong viéc suy tur triét hoc ctia minh. Piéu d6 khong
thé bién chinh vé& phwong dién triét hoc. Can mé
rong hon khai niém “ton gido” dé bao gom ca Nho
Gio, ma céc triét gia thuong cho 1a mot hé thong
triét hoc chinh tri-luan 1i hon 1a mét tén gi4o, hay
Phat Gi4o, ma ho thudng cho 1a mot hé thong dirc 1i
vo than chir khéng phai 12 mot ton gido ding nghia.
Ké ca nhitng céi goi 1a “thé gi¢i quan” (worldviews)
¢ nén goi 1a ton giao hay khong, nhu 16i d& nghi
cua Ninian Smart?
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ABSTRACT:

This paper explores and discusses various purpose: correcting some misrepresentations

popular definitions of religion offered by some
well-known scholars and theologians ranging
from Tillich to Barth to reach a two-fold

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

of religion and pointing out various dimensions
of religion that would be amenable to further
academic researches in Vietham.
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