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TOM TAT:

Vén la cw dén néng nghiép chuyén canh
lua nwéc, khi dén sinh tu trén vang dat Nam
Bo, ma chd yéu tap trung & ving Péng bang
séng Ctu Long (PBSCL), nguwoi Khmer Nam
B6 da tap hop nhau lai thanh nhiing don vi
cw trd va té chire né thanh nhitng don vi xa
héi tw quan truyén thdng, véi hai thiét ché tw
quan mang nhiéu yéu té dan chi céng xa la
phum va séc (srok). Thém nira, khi dén tu cw
& vung Nam Bo, nguwoi Khmer da mang theo
tébn gido cta minh — Phét gido Theravada
(con goi la Phat giao Nam Tbéng hay Phét
gido Tiéu Thira) — va tai noi nay Phét gigo
cta nguwoi Khmer Nam B vira dap g nhu
céu tdm linh cda nhan dan, déng thoi la chat
men c¢b két dé quy tu moi thanh vién trong
céng déng. Yéu té van hoéa toc nguoi cia cu
dan néng nghiép lua nuéc duoc két hop véi
yéu té vdn héa Phat gido, khéng chi énh
huéng dam nét vao 16i séng, sinh hoat vén
héa vét chét va tinh than, ma con ghi du an

ré nét trong b6 may tw quan, lam nén mot
dac trung riéng rat co ban va tiéu biéu cia
xa héi néng thén truyén théng cta nguoi
Khmer Nam B§, do la bo may tw quan phum,
séc két hop chat ché dan xen véi bd may
quan ly nha chua dé quan ly va diéu hanh xa
héi. Cho dén truéc ngay gidi phéng 1975, hé
théng quan ly va diéu hanh phum séc mang
tinh chét truyén théng cua nguoi Khmer Nam
Bo6 h&u nhw khéng con niva. BO may quén ly
clia nha nuwéc phong kién va céc chinh thé
sau nay da thay thé hé théng quan ly cé
truyén, tuy nhién déu én va sw anh huéng
ctia né van con chi phéi khéng nhé téi nhiéu
mét trong cuéc sbng cua nguoi dan Khmer
hién nay.

Trong khuén khé bai nghién ciru nay,
ching téi di sdu phan tich céc thiét ché tw
quan truyén théng va tinh chéat dan xen hén
hop gitra céc thiét ché dé lam nén déc trung
rat riéng cta té churc xa hdi Khmer Nam B6.

Ttr khéa: thiét ché tw quan, néng thén, nguoi Khmer Nam B6.

Ngudi Khmer Nam Bo, chu yéu tap trung &
ving Ddng bang song Ctru Long (PBSCL), vén
la cu dan nong nghiép chuyén canh lia nudc,
thuong tap hop tu cu trén nhitng gidng dat cao
(nguoi Khmer goi 1 phno) thanh nhitng don vi cu
trd va to chirc n6 thanh nhimg don vi xd hoi
mang tinh tw quan, véi hai thiét ché 1a phum va
soc (srok). Trude khi nha Nguyén thiét 1ap su cai

tri cia minh ¢ Nam Bo (1698), ngudi Khmer
Nam B6 séng biét lap trong mot thoi gian dai va
khong chiu sy chi phdi, quan 1y hanh chinh cua
bat cir qudc gia nao thoi d6 [Mac Puong, 1982,
tr. 34-43]. Trong diéu kién sdng biét lap, khi ma
su phan hoa giai cdp trong xi hoi dién ra chua
sau sdc, tinh cong dong, dan chy, binh ding giira
nhimng ngudi ciing chung s6 phan dugc coi trong,
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dé cao. Vi vay bd may quan Iy phum, soc dugc t6
chtic trén co s& ty quan véi nhiéu yéu té dan cha
cong xa. Thém nira, khi dén tu cu ¢ ving Nam
B9, ngudi Khmer da mang theo ton gido cua
minh — Phét gido Theravada (phdi Nam Tong hay
con goi | Phat giao Tiéu Thira) — va tai noi nay
Phat gido cua nguoi Khmer Nam B vira dap tng
nhu cau tam linh ctia nhan din, ddng thoi 1a chat
men cb két dé quy tu moi thanh vién trong cong
ddng. Yéu té van hoa toc ngudi cia cu dan nong
nghiép lta nuée duoc két hop voi yéu td van hoa
Phat gido, khong chi anh huong dam nét vao 16i
sbng, sinh hoat vin hoa vét chat va tinh than, ma
con ghi dau 4n rd nét trong b may tu quan, lam
nén mot dic trung riéng rat co ban va tiéu biéu
ciia xd hoi noéng thon truyén théng cua nguoi
Khmer Nam B¢ d6 1a bd may tu quan phum, soc
két hop chat ché dan xen vé6i by mdy quan 1y nha
chua dé quan 1y va diéu hanh xa hoi.

Cho dén truéc ngay mién Nam giai phong
1975, hé théng quan 1y va diéu hanh phum séc
mang tinh tu quan truyén théng ciia ngudi Khmer
Nam B6 hau nhu khong con nita. Bo may quan 1y
cia nha nudc phong kién va cac chinh thé sau
nay da thay thé hé thong quan 1y c6 truyén, tuy
nhién dau 4n va sy anh huéng cia né van con chi
phdi khong nho téi nhiéu mat trong cudc séng
ctia ngudi dan Khmer hién nay. Trong khuon kho
bai nghién clru nay, chiing t6i di sau phan tich
cac thiét ché tu quan truyén théng va tinh chét
dan xen hdn hop giita cac thiét ché do, dé lam r
nhitng dic trung rat riéng cua té chic xd hoi
néng thon truyén thdng cia nguoi Khmer Nam
Bo.

1. CAC THIET CHE TU QUAN GAN VOI
PIA VUC CU TRU
1.1 Thiét ché tw quin phum

Trong tiéng Khmer phum c6 nghia la “dat”,
“thd cu” hay 1a “vuon”. Tur “phum” c6 ngudn
gdc tir tiéng Sansckrit “Bhumitra” c6 nghia 1a dét
cua ban bé mot vuong tir. Trong ngdén ngit cua
céc nude chiu anh huong cua vin hoéa An Do no

dugc chuyén nghia thanh “xi” chi noi cu tra cia
mot nhém nho cu dan [Nguyén Khic Canh,
1997, tr.47].

Trén thyc t& phum 1a don vi tu cu cta nguoi
Khmer, c6 it nhat tir mot gia dinh tré 1én, thuong
la 5 - 7 ciing c6 khi t6i 9 — 10 gia dinh, cung cong
cu trén mot khu dat nhat dinh. Phum c6 tén goi
riéng, thuong 13 goi theo tén ctia ngudi 1ap ra
phum. Thi du: phum Ta Hoat, phum Ta Thu,
phum Ta Doanh &m, phum Ta Chau, phum X’ray
Vay Thom (phum Ba Thom), phum Ta Son
Sen,... Ngoai ra, co loai tén goi ciia phum lién
quan téi vi tri dia 1y hay mét su tich nao d6 nhu:
Phum Pén Nay (phum thiéu nguoi chét), phum
Chong Pri (phum ngon rung), phum Chot Tr6 Ca
(phum hém cdy gao), phum Sraprok (phum giéng
Tién nam)...

Vé co cau: Mdi phum bao gom cac gia dinh
nhé (gia dinh hat nhan) va, trong mét sb trudng
hop, gia dinh 16n (gia dinh khong phan chia). Cac
gia dinh va cac ca nhan thanh vién cta phum cé
méi quan hé huyét thong va quan hé hon nhan
v6i nhau. D6 1a hai méi quan hé chu dao, tao nén
su lién két xa hoi gitra cic thanh vién trong
phum, ngoai ra con c¢6 nhitng quan hé khac nhu
kinh té, ton gio,... Mdi gia dinh ¢6 nha & riéng,
co s kinh té riéng (dat ruong, trau bo, dung cu
san xuét...). Tuy vay cac gia dinh trong phum déu
c6 trach nhiém va nghia vu cuu mang giup do
tuong trg kinh té, gian bo tinh cam véi nhau.

V& co so kinh té: M&i phum c6 dét thd cu do
ong ba khai pha dé lai cho con chau va ngudi chii
s¢ hiru 1a Mé phum. Cac thanh vién trong phum
mudn cu tra hay sir dung cac ngudi loi (cay lam
cui, vat liéu lam nha...) déu phai xin phép va
phai dugc Mé phum dong y. D4t thd cu rong hep
khac nhau tiy ting phum. Ngoai dat ¢ va dat
vuon, trong phum con c6 nhitng céng trinh xay
dung chung nhu giéng nudc, chudng trau bo, san
phoi... Riéng dét canh tac (ruong hay ray) thuoc
guyén s& hitu cta cac gia dinh thanh vién cua
phum. Sé dit nay, khi c6 con trai 1y vo, con gai
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ldy chong cic gia dinh chia déu cho cic con
khong phan biét trai, gai.

Cac thanh vién trong phum c6 chung mot loai
ruong, gidng nhu rudng hwong hoa cua ngudi
Viét, goi 1a “ddy chon thuk” (dit chan nhang).
Day 1a loai rugng co6 nguon goc la ruong dat tu
cua cha me. Khi chia ruong dit cho cac con cai,
cha me dé lai mot it dat ruong dé song luc tudi
gia va sau khi cha me qua doi phan rugng do
duoc str dung 1a rudng “day chom thuk”. Nguon
goc clia n6 c6 thé do anh husng cua loai ruong
huong hoa ciua ngudi Viét. Co hai cach str dung
ruong chan nhang:

- Néu rudng chan nhang 16n thi duoc chia déu
cho cac con va mdi ngudi s& dung hoa lgi thu
dugc trén phan rugng chan nhang d6 dong gop
vao viéc cung 6ng ba va lam phudc.

- Néu manh dat chan nhang nho thi dugc cac
con luan phién thay nhau canh tac va hang nim
nop hoa lgi cho phum. Viéc phan chia canh tac
ruong “chon thuk” khong phan biét trai, gai, con
nudi, con dé, moi nguoi déu co trach nhiém va
nghia vy nhu nhau.

Theo tuc 1€ cta nguoi Khmer, ruong “chon
thuk” cAm dem di mua ban, sang nhwong, cim
cd. Rugng “chon thuk” dugc luu truyén tir thé he
nay qua thé hé khac thanh tai san chung cua
phum.

Vé quan 1y xa hoi: Viéc quan 1y phum do “Mé
phum” (Me phum) d¢am nhiém. O day kho tim ra
duoc mot quy tic nao quy dinh cac tiéu chuén dé
tro thanh Mé phum. Trén thyc té, Mé phum
thuong 1a ngudi I6n tudi, nhung khong phai 1a
gia nhit, duoc thira huong tir su thira ké cua Mé
phum trude d6, c6 tinh dén kha ning va tu cach
dao dtrc. Mé phum dam nhan ca hai chic nang
ddi noi va ddi ngoai cua phum.

- Véi chic nang ddi noi, Mé phum 1a nguoi
quéan ly cong viéc noi b ciia phum. Ong 1a nguoi
¢6 quyén cho nhitng nguoi than thudc sir dung
dét dai cu ngu trong phum, dbn tre g3, lay cui...

va giai quyét moi sy xich mich bat hoa giira cac
thanh vién trong phum. Mdi khi trong phum c6
nhitng cong viéc 1én nhu ma chay, cudi xin, sinh
dé, 1am nha méi,... Mé phum dtng ra té chuc lo
cong viéc theo phuong thuc ty quan. Pé diéu
hanh céng viéc, 6ng ban bac vdi cac hd gia dinh
dong gop tién bac, lta gao, cong sirc va vat ligu
phu gitp gia dinh ¢6 viéc Ion. Hang nim Mé
phum con c6 trach nhiém don ddc cac gia dinh
thanh vién dua nhimng con, chau da dén tudi vao
tu hoc & cac chiia dé ho trudng thanh vé& mit nhan
céch. Mé phum con 1 ngudi ding ra to chic cac
nghi thirc tin ngudng ton gido c¢6 lién quan dén
dong ho nhu “chol Arik phum” (cing than dong
ho cia phum) hoic “Neak ta phum” (I& cing
than bao ho phum), t6 chic 18 ctng to tién trong
ngay 18 Don ta, lo nhang dén mdi chiéu tbi dé cau
mong Arik phum mang lai nhiing diéu lanh, xua
dudi nhitng diéu xau xay ra trong phum. Nhiing
hoat dong nay ctia Mé phum d3 tao ra sy gan két
cua cac thanh vién trong phum, thong qua su
cong cam vé mit tin ngudng va ton gido, ngoai
mdi cong cam huyét thong.

- Trong chirc ning ddi ngoai, Mé phum la
ngudi dai dién cho cong ddng phum dé giao tiép
V6i cac phum khac, voi to chic nha chua va to
chie chinh quyén xa 4p. Mé phum, trong mot sd
treong hop, con tham gia vao ban quan tri chua
hay nguoi dimg dau cac wel (t6 chic cua tin d6
Phat giao theo dia vuc) dé truyén dat lai y kién,
cong viéc cua nha chuia dén céac thanh vién trong
phum khi c6 Phat sy (t6 chuc 18 hoi, dang clng
tién bac, dong gop xay dung chua va lam phuéc
cho chua). Ong dung ra to chic quyén gop tién
bac, luong thyc cua cac thanh vién trong phum
dang hién cho chua, don ddc cac thanh vién tham
gia cong ich nhu lam duong, vé sinh phum, séc,
lam cac cong trinh cong cong. Ong ciing 1a ngudi
thay mat phum tiép xtc voi chinh quyén ap, xa,
dé dat y kién nham giai quyét nhiing gia sy trong
phum. Va t6 chirc chinh quyén ap, xa dia
phuong, khi giai quyét nhitng van dé dan sy lién
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quan téi cac thanh vién trong phum ciing thudong
hoi y kién hay théng qua Mé phum.
1.2. Thiét ché tw quan séc (srok)

Trong tiéng Khmer y nghia cuia tir soc rt khac
nhau. Theo nghia rdng s6c cd nghia la “xa”,
“ying “ (Srok thleng: ving kho, viing hau cu vé
sau dugc Viét hoa thanh Soc Tring; Neak ta
Meéchar srok: ong ta cha xr), 1a “dia phuong”
(Neak srok: nguodi dia phuong), 1a “qué
huong”(R6 Itre srok: nhéd qué huwong). Soc con ¢
nghia 13 “ving qué”, “miét vuon” dé phan biét
V6i ving d6 thi (Srok sré: viing qué miét vuon).
O nguodi Khmer Cam-pu-chia, séc 1a don vi hanh
chinh twong duong cip huyén, nhung & nguoi
Khmer Nam B, soc chi mot don vi cu tra dong
thoi 1a mot thiét ché xa hoi ty quan truyén thbng.
No twong tu nhu lang cua nguoi Viét, hoic
“budn”, “plei” cia mot s dan toc & Truong Son
- Tay Nguyén.

Céc soc co thuong cu tra trén dat giong
(nguoi Khmer goi 1a phno), giita cac soéc c6 quy
dinh ranh gigi theo quy udc cua dan cac soc voi
nhau. Thong thuong séc duge xac dinh twong doi
d qua ngodi chua, thudng mdi séc cé mot ngdi
chua (s6c c6 2 chua hay 2 soc sinh hoat chung
mot chiia rat hiém). Tén goi cuia soc thudng tring
V6i tén gidng, néu mot gidng c6 nhiéu soc thi tén
soc s€ dugc goi theo vi tri phuong hudng cua
s6c. Vi du, séc “Kan dal” (soc gilta), soc
“Taléch” (soc dong), soc “Chong Phno” (sdc cua
giong)... Co khi tén soc lai duoc goi theo dic
diém ty nhién nhu soc “Chéng Clak” (séc Dira
nuéce), séc “Xang Ke” (soc Tram bau), séc “Kdsa
la” (s6c Cay cau), soéc “Xoai Srum” (soc Cay
x0di sai qua)..vv. Trong nhiéu truong hop soc lai
dugc goi theo mot sy tich gin lién vé6i cu dan dia
phuong nhu soc “Sra Srei” (soc Giéng tién nam),
soc “Sra P’rok” (soc Giéng tién nir), soc “Pen
Sam Prekh” (s6c Lu
“Khnach”(soc  Viing voi nam), soc

ddng den), soc
“Sam
dach”(séc Vua)..vv. Ngoai ra ¢ nhiéu noi ching
ta con thuong gap nhimg tén s6c nhu soc

“Thmei” (s6c mai), soc “Sre”(soc rudng) do la
nhitng séc mai 1ap sau nay hoac nhirng séc tich
ra va ty cu ngay ¢ trén rudng (dé phan biét véi
s6c ndm & trén giong).

Viéc quan ly xa hoi truyén thdng cua soc
Khmer theo mot co ché kha dic biét, bao gém
quyén luc cong dong va vai tro cua to chirc Phat
gido Tiéu thira. B6 may diéu hanh cia séc ngay
nay dau vét ctia n6 con luu lai qua khai niém “Mé
srok” (me soc) tirc 1a nguoi dimg dau séc ma
ngudi Viét goi 1a chu lang. Giup viée cho Mé soc
la mét “Ka ma” (Ban quan tri séc) do dén trong
soc lya chon bau ra. Cac thanh vién ciia ban nay
dam nhan nhitng cong viéc cu thé cua soc, nhu
gin gitr an ninh trat ty, phan phdi nuéc lam mua,
t6 chuc thuc hién cac nghi 1& trong viéc hon
nhén, tang té...

Mé soc thuong 1a ngudi dan ong dung tudi,
am hiéu phong tuc tap quan dan toc, biét chir va
¢6 kinh nghiém trong tng xt, c6 kha niang quan
hé ngoai giao voi bén ngoai, nhung trudc hét
phai 1a nguoi c6 uy tin trong nhin dan, dugc
nhan dan kinh trong, vi né va duoc sy tin nhiém
ciia cac con soc (dan trong soc) bau chon.
Thuong Mé soc xuat than tir nhimng Acha la
nguoi da qua thoi gian tu hanh tai chua va c6 hoc
van nhat dinh, ho 1a nhiing tri thac cia xa hoi
néng thon Khmer (Acha c6 thé 1a thiy gido, thdy
thudc). Véi tinh chat caa mot to chic x3 hoi tw
quan, Mg s6c va Ban quan tri soc c6 nhirng chirc
nang sau day :

- Trong coi diéu hanh cic cong viéc chung
thudc ndi bd cua soc; gin gitt an ninh trat tu trong
soc; giai quyét cac xung dot, tranh chap giira cac
phum hay gitra cac gia dinh.

- Tréng coi quan ly nhitng tai san chung cua
s6¢ nhu chia chién, miéu the neak, nha thiéu xAc,
giéng nudc, nha nghi mat.... Quan ly viéc st
dung nhitng phan dét cong cua soc nhu dat hoang
hoa, bii bdi, cac khu ring tap...
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- Ghi nhan quyén so hiru dat ruong, vuon caa
cac gia dinh trong séc. Xem xét va thong qua
cong dong dé cho phép nhirng ngudi ngoai dinh
cu hodc quyét dinh su phéan chia soc méi.

- Chadm soc giap do cac gia dinh thanh vién
cua séc khi ho gap khé khan, khi ¢o gia sy cudi
Xin, ma chay... cic tré em md coi, ngudi gia,
nguoi tan tat.

- T6 chirc cac cong viéc hitu ich xa hgi chung
nhu vé sinh séc, lam duong, tu sta nhitng céng
trinh cong cong...vv.

- Duy tri mdi quan hé thuong xuyén gitta nha
chua véi céac thanh vién trong s6c. Mé soc va Ban
quan tri chua gap g&, ban bac véi vi Su ca (Luk
gru), Ban quan tri chua va 6ng chu chua (Nhém
wat) vé nhitng cong viéc co lién quan dén hoat
dong cta nha chua ciing nhu cac nghia vu ton
gi4o cua cac tin d6 trong séc. Cac Mé phum, Mé
soc tham gia cac budi 18 ciing t6 chirc trong chua,
cac budi lam phudc cia dan trong soc cung hién
I8 vat cho nha chua.

- Thuc hién cac cong viée dbi ngoai, Mé soc
cung Ban quan tri soc chiu trach nhiém xem xét
va giai quyét nhitng tranh chap vé pham vi lanh
thd quan 1y ctia séc minh voi soc khac; quan hé
Vi cac soc 1an can trong viéc to chire cac 1& hoi
truyén thong dan toc, mang tinh cong dong nhu
dua ghe Ngo, hat Du Ké...vv.

Co ché quan 1y truyén thdng soc van hanh dua
trén cac phong tuc tdp quan cua ngudi Khmer,
Mg s6c va Ban quan tri soc hoan toan khong co y
nghia cia by may cai tri hanh chinh c6 dac
quyén, dac loi, cac 6ng la nhitng nguoi dugc su
uy nhiém cua cong dong dimg ra diéu hanh cong
viéc chung cua soc. Cong dong soc thong qua du
luan dé diéu chinh sy van hanh, trong d6 phong
tuc tap quan Khmer nhu mot dinh ché dé dinh
huéng cho sy van hanh 4y. Mé séc, trong mot
chirng muc nao d6, quyét dinh va xtr Iy cac cong
viéc ciia soc nham duy tri cho mdi quan h¢ giira
cong dong soc va cac thanh vién trong soc dugc

thuan lgi nhat. Thuc chat co ché quan 1y soc
Khmer mang tinh ty quan, du luan ciia cong dong
ludn luén dong vai tro hiéu chinh sy hoat dong
cua soc. Co ché d6 nham dam bao cho quyén luc
¥ chi va nguyén vong cua cong dong duoc thyc
thi mot cach tdi uu.

2. THIET CHE TU QUAN GAN VOI SINH
HOAT TON GIAO, TIN NGUONG

Phat giao Theravada (phai Nam Téng hay cin
goi | Phat gido Tiéu Thira) chi phdi rat sau sic
doi séng nguoi Khmer Nam Bo6. Moi ngudi
Khmer, dii tu ¢ chia hay tai nha, déu ty coi minh
1a Phat tar. Khi con tai gia, ngudi con trai véi bon
phan lam con phai vang 16i cha me, nhung chi
sau 18 “quy y” mic vao tdm 4o ca sa, ngudi con
trai thanh vi su va ngay 1ap tic vi tri xa hoi duoc
thay d6i. B6 me gap con luc nay phai quy lay
sung kinh vi d6 la mét trong tam bao (Phat —
Phép - Tang). C6 thé néi, nhitng hanh dong ton
gido luu truyén quen thudc qua cac thé hé cua
ngudi Khmer d thanh nép séng, thanh quy cach
ng xir ma mdi thanh vién cua phum, séc Mic
nhién phai tuan theo.

2.1 B§ may quén ly chua

Mbi ngudi Khmer Nam Bo vira 1a thanh vién
cua séc (con soc), vira 1a mot tin dd cua Phat
gido. Bén canh sy quan 1y ctia bd may tu quan
phum, so¢ ho con chiu sy quan 1y cua hé thong té
chtrc nha chua.

Pung dau mdi chia c6 mot vi Su ca (luc
Krou). Su ca la nguoi tru tri ngdi chua, vi lanh
dao ton gido cao nhét caa mot hoic vai séc. Su ca
thuong 1a nguoi cao tudi di qua nhiéu lop dao
tao, am hiéu giao 1y, thugc kinh ké, gioi chir Phan
va hiéu biét sdu sic van héa truyén thdng cua
nguoi Khmer, dong thoi 1a nguoi tinh nguyén
chon doi tu hanh. Trudc day Su ca con duoc tu
hoc & cac truong Phat hoc ¢ Cam-pu-chia hoac
Théi Lan c6 bang cip hin hoi vé& tru tri cic chua.
Su ca la nguoi rit c¢6 uy tin, c6 vi thé dic biét
hon ca Mé soc va duoc dan trong séc hét myc
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kinh trong. Trong tam thic cia ngudi Khmer, Su
ca dugc coi la nguoi dai dién cho dtc Phat,
nhiing 10i gido huan cua 6ng dwgc nhan dan ton
trong va thuc thi mot cach nghiém tac.

Ngoai Su cd, trong chua con ¢6 mdt hoac hai
Su pho. Ho 1a ngudi trg 1y giup viéc cho Su c4,
chiu trach nhiém coi s6¢ moi Viéc trong chua va
viéc ngoai doi c6 lién quan dén chua, duy tri ky
luét tu hanh trong chua.

Gi6i chuc thir ba trong chua 1a cac Ty kheo,
nhitng ngudi tu hanh tir 20 tudi tro 1én. Ty kheo
c6 nhiéu nhiém vy nhu di kht thue, di gidng
kinh, di 1am cac cudc I& riéng cho cac gia dinh,
ca nhén ¢ trong chua hay xa chua.

Cudi cing 1a tang 16p Sa di, thuong tir 10 tudi
tro 1én, dugc cha me cho vao chua tu va hoc chir,
hoc 1am nguoi. Cac Sa di tu dén nam 20 tudi thi
tiy tirmg nguoi, tiép tuc & lai tu sang bac Ty kheo
hoac hoan tyc vé nha 1am an binh thuong.

Trong xa hoi néng thén Khmer Nam B ting
16p su sdi ¢o vi tri dac biét. Ho duoc coi 1a nhitng
bac thuc gia, 1a linh hdn va niém ty hao cua
phum, soc. Loi cua cac su sai dugce coi 1a biéu
hién loi day ctaa duc Phat, dugc moi nguoi quy
trong va tuan tha. Vi vay, trong xa hdi cia nguoi
Khmer Nam Bo, tang I6p su sii (nhiing vi chirc
sic) 1a ngudi nam thyc quyén diéu hanh xa hoi,
mic du trén danh nghia ho khong phhai tryc tiép
quan ly ma thong qua bd may Ban quan tri chua.
Céc vi chirc sic nhu Hoa thuong, Thuong toa,
Pai duc, Mé kon, Su ca, Su phd... dugc nhan
dan kinh trong khong phai don thuan chi vi uy
quyén ton gido ma giira ho va nhan déan c6 sy gan
b6 mat thiét hon nhiéu. Su sai Khmer khong xa
l4nh hoan toan véi cude doi, thé su, ho vira cham
lo doi Séng tAm linh cua Phat tir, vira cham soc
gitp d& Phat tir trong cudc song hang ngay. Khi
c6 su xich mich, kién tung xay ra gitta cac gia
dinh, su sai ding ra phan xu, hoa giai; Thuong
nhitng cudc tranh chap, bat hoa giita cac dinh
Khmer trong s6c déu duoc Su ca va cac vi su sai
dung ra giai quyét ém dep. Trong khong gian

trAm mic, ton nghiém cua nha chua, nguoi dan
dén day véi long sung kinh, nén tao khong khi
thuan lgi cho viéc hoa giai. Mat khac, Su ca
thuong van dung nhiing gido 1y Phat gido vé long
vi tha, thwong nguoi, séng can lam phudc dé
mong cudc doi tot dep mai sau..., nén thuong dé
dang thuyét phuc dugc cic bén tranh chap. Khi
om dau, bénh tat hay gap thién tai, hoan nan; luc
gia dinh c6 cong to viéc 1én nhu dam cudi, dam
ma, dung nha,... moi niém vui, ndi budn cua ca
nhan hay gia dinh ngudi dan trong soc trudc hét
déu tim dén cac vi su dé dugc an ui trao doi v
kién va dé duoc cac vi su tung kinh chiic phuéc.
Céc vi su sii, vai triét Iy séng lam phude, da dén
v6i dan chiing trong lic ho gap kho khin nhit ma
khong can bat cir diéu Kién nao cang lam ting
thém long kinh trong, tin yéu ctia dan chung.

Theo phong tuc truyén théng, nguoi con trai
Khmer dén nim 10 hay 12 tudi phai vao chua tu
hoc mét thoi gian, ngan dai tuy theo hoan canh
va nguyén vong cua timg ngudi, dé hoc chit, hoc
lam ngudi ¢ pham chét va dao duc. Trudc Kia,
ngoai nha chiia ¢ dong bao Khmer Nam B¢
khong c6 hé thdng truong day hoc nao khac, ngdi
chua chinh la trueong hoc va cac nha su lam chuc
ning gido duc cua ngudi thdy gido. Ngoai ra,
hang nam, trong mdi dip 1 hoi, ngdi chua ciing 1a
noi to chire cac hinh thac sinh hoat vui choi, giai
tri, biéu dién vian nghé cua quan chung. Chua con
la hé théng thiét ché van héa cua cong dong.
Ngoi chua la thu vién — noi tang trit cac bo sach
cb va sach Phat, 1a bao tang my thuat va lich sir —
noi duy nhat trung bay céc cong trinh, tac pham
my thuat cta cic nghé nhan dan gian Khmer, la
treong hoc chit, 1a noi sinh hoat van héa, van
nghé cua cong dong. ..

Trong mdi chua, cung véi Su ca, Su phod va
céc su sdi chuyén lo cac viée ton gido, con c6 to
chirc ciia tin d6 1a Ban quan trj chia (Knd ké ma
ca wat). Chac niang ctia Ban quan tri chua la
nham diéu phdi mdi quan hé giira nha chua véi
cac thanh vién cua soc. Ban quan tri chua thuong
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c6 t6i 9, 10 nguoi, trong d6 vi chi chua (Nhdém
wat) thuong 1a nguoi kha gia ¢ dia phuong va
thong thuong trong budi dau thanh 1ap séc nhing
ngudi dau tién dang ra lap chua déu tro thanh
“Nhém wat”, thay phu trach nghi 18 (Acha wat)
va mot 6 vi khac phu trach vé tai chanh, Phat su.
Ho 14 nhitng nguoi sung dao, biét cach to chirc
cac nghi 18, ddng thoi am hiéu phong tuc tap
quan cua dan toc Khmer. Ban quan tri chua, sau
khi hoi y kién va ban bac véi Su ca, Su pho, thay
mit nha chiia ding ra quyét dinh va giai quyét
moi cong viée lién quan t&i hoat dong ton gido.
Ho 1a ngudi hoach dinh chuong trinh va ding ra
t6 chirc cac budi 18, dinh dia t6 cho chua, giai
quyét nhitng van dé Phat sy, stra sang, tring tu
chua, tim kiém nhiig ngan khoan chi tiéu cho
nha chua.

2.2. Wel- thiét ché tw quin cia tin dd Phat
giao Khmer

Trong cac soc Khmer Nam B¢ con tdn tai mot
t6 chirc tin &6 Phat gido khac goi 1a cac “wel” hay
“wiél”. Wel 1a tap hop mot s6 luong gia dinh
Phat tir nhat dinh, phan dinh theo khu vyc dia ly
va nguyén vong (giéng nhu céc t6, doi trong cac
hop tac xi ndng nghiép cua ngudi Viét), dé thuc
hanh nhiing cong viéc nha chua va ca cong viéc
xd hoi. Mdi chua tiy theo quy mé sb lwong dan
s6¢c ma co nhiéu hay it wel (thi du ¢ xa Hiéu T,
huyén Tiéu Can, tinh Tra Vinh ¢6 3 chua Khmer,
trong d6 chua O Dung ¢6 13 wel, chua Tan Pai
¢6 6 wel, chua O Chao c6 7 wel). Ngoai khu vuc
dia ly va nguyén vong, cach dinh cac wel con chu
¥ t6i tiém lyc giau nghéo cua cac gia dinh Phat
tir, dé khong tap trung nhiéu gia dinh giau ¢ vao
mot wel va ngugc lai.

Pung dau mdi wel c6 mot Mé wel 1a nguoi
gitp viéc cho Ban quan tri chua (trong nhiéu
truong hop cac Mé wel dong thoi 1a thanh vién
trong Ban quan tri cia chua). Mé wel la nguoi co6
dao dirc, trung thyc thang thin, co hiéu biét kinh
ké va la thanh vién cta nhirng gia dinh c6 uy tin,
duoc dan trong wel binh chon va dugc Ban quan

tri chua dé nghi véi Su ca cong nhan. Nhur vay,
wel 1a nhitng don vi tin @6 thuéc mot chuia nhét
dinh, dugc t6 chirc nham:

- Dé nha chua t6 chic viéc quyén gop, nhan
com nuéc hang ngay cua con séc cung duong.
Vao mot ngay nhét dinh trong thang cac con séc
trong wel tir sang sém chuan bi com, thirc an dé
dang ctng cho nha chiia. Nha chua s& cir mot sb
su (cac Ty kheo) cung voi tré em gitip viéc mang
theo cac dd dung dén timg nha trong wel nhan
com nudc va thirc dn clia con soc, mang vé chiia
cho cic su sdi dung truéc 12g. Nha chiia mdi
ngay chi di nhan com ¢ 1 wel, cir lan lugt nhu
vay cho téi khi giap vong tro lai.

- Céac wel ciling la nhiing don vi thuc hién
trach nhiém va nghia vu cong viéc nha chiia. Mdi
khi ¢6 viéc tu sira, xdy dung chuia hay to chirc cac
Phat su khac, Ban quan tri chua, sau khi théng
nhét voi Su ca, Su pho thi phan bd cong viée va
su dong gop vé cac wel. Mé wel c6 nhiém vy phd
bién, tuyén truyén dong vién, khuyén khich cac
con soc trong wel tham gia dong gop cong suc
hay cing duong cho nha chua, Phat sy.

- Wel cling 1a don vi thyc hién cac viéc cong
ich xa hoi chung cua phum séc, theo su phan bod
cua Ban quan tri séc, nhu tham gia vé sinh, lam
duong sa, lao dong cong ich trong s6c hay tham
gia dong gop cong suc, tién cua trong cac dip 18
tét truyén théng dan toc va Phat gido. Trén thyc
té wel 1a khau ndi gitra nha chua va soc, gop phan
vao cong viéc chung cua soc.

- Wel 1a to chic Phat tir nhung trén thuc té
cling 1a t6 chirc co ban cua xa hoi Khmer Nam
B§. Cac gia dinh trong wel cling c¢6 y thuc cong
ddng cua wel trong viéc chia sé nhirng khé khin
va gitp d& nhau khi hoan nan. Moi gia sy, vui
hay budn cua mot gia dinh truéc hét la nhiing
ngudi trong cting mot wel dén gép vui hay tham
héi chia sé budn dau.

Nhur vy, vé mit gido 1y, nha chua va cac vi su
sdi chi cham lo viéc tu hanh tho phuong va doi
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séng tdm linh cho nhan dan trong soc, khong
tham du vao viéc thé tuc. Nhung trén thuc té,
ving néng thon Khmer Nam Bo, tang 16p su sii
(nhitng vi chtc sic) 1a nguoi nam thuc quyén
diéu hanh x3 hoi, mic du trén danh nghia ho
khong phai truc tiép quan Iy ma thong qua bo
may Ban quan tri chua. Pac biét hon, Phat gido
Khmer Nam B¢ véi sy hién hitu cua ngdi chua
trong mdi soc con nhu 13 mét “thanh tri” bao vé,
che chd cho ngudi Khmer, truéc nhitng bién
dong cua thoi cude va lich su. Trudc sy xam
nhap va tac dong chi phéi 16n lao tir moi phia bén
ngoai, ngudi Khmer dya vao Phat gido, co cum
vao chiia dé ty bao vé minh. Ngoi chiia nhu mot
“thanh tri” dé nguoi Khmer chdng lai su o ép tir
bén ngoai va giir gin nhitng gi von c6 cua dan
toc. Nhiéu yéu té vian héa Khmer duoc cit gitt va
nudi dudng tai chua. Khi thiét ché quan 1y nha
nuéc phong kién thay thé cac thiét ché tu quan
truyén thong phum, séc thi bd may tu quan
truyén thong da rat lui vao chiia va chinh ¢ day
Vi chirc nang ciia Ban quan tri chua, né lai tiép
tuc thuc hién vai trd quan 1y va diéu hanh doi
sbng xa hoi cua cong ddong phum, soc.
3. KET LUAN

Toém lai, t6 chic xd hoi nong thon truyén
thdng cua ngudi Khmer Nam Bo dwoc van hanh
dua theo nhirng tap tuc van hoa cia mét cu dan
néng nghiép laa nudc, ddng thoi dya trén nhing
dinh ché cua Phat gido Nam tong. Sy dan xen
hén hop giita thiét ché xa hoi tu quan truyén
thdng véi ton giao di tao cho ving ndng thon
Khmer mét dac tinh xa hoi riéng, khac voi cac
toc nguoi khac cung cu tru trong vung. Do la su
két hop dan xen giira té chirc tir quan cia céng
dong phum séc véi sw tham du cia bé mdy quan
Iy chita Phdt gido trong co ché Quan Iy xd hoi
truyén thong phum séc Khmer Nam Bé. Moi
guan h¢ giira hai yéu té trén day nham duy tri sy
on dinh va ton tai cua phum séc va tao cho phum
s6c Khmer mét dién mao riéng biét. Trong co

ché két hop d6, nguoi Khmer cam thay dé chiu,
binh yén va ludn cam thay minh la cha nhan cia
phum séc. Ho ¢6 y thire trach nhiém ty giac rat
cao trong viéc bao vé, xdy dung phum soc cua
minh va ludn cam thdy gén b6, vinh du minh 1a
Mot c4 nhan, mot thanh vién cua cong dong
phum, séc.

Khi chinh quyén phong kién nha Nguyén &
phan dét phia nam nudc ta vuron t6i quan 1y ving
Nam B§. Mot bo may quan 1y hanh chinh cua
chinh quyén phong kién nha Nguyén dugc hinh
thanh & vung Khmer bao trum lén bd may tu
quan truyén thong ¢ cac phum séc. Bo may tu
quan cua phum so6c dan dan bi mét di va dugc
thay thé dan bang bo may chinh quyén cia nha
nude. Cac mé soc bi thay thé boi cac huong ca,
huong chi, hwong thén 1a nhitng chirc sic cua
chinh quyén lang, xd phong kién, theo mé hinh
cua lang Vi¢t. Mac du bd may quan ly cua chinh
quyén phong kién, thuc dan c6 anh huéng rat 16n,
thay thé bo may tu quan trude kia, nhung do stc
séng cua né trong xa hoi Khmer truyén théng,
cac churc nang ddi ndi cua cac thiét ché ty quan
vé nhiéu mat duoc chuyén sang bo may quan Iy
chia. B may quan Iy nay, tuy vé danh nghia
khong dugc nha nudc cong nhidn, nhung trén
thuc té no lai dong vai tro cuc ky quan trong
trong viéc to chuc quan 1y cong dong. Mat khac,
khi vai trd nha nuéc cang ngdy cang can co su
anh huong sau rong dén cu dan thi chinh quyén
thuc dan phong kién ciing muén su dung cac su
sdi ¢o uy tin dé phuc vu cho muc dich chinh trj
ciia minh. Va vi thé, strc song cua bo may quan Iy
nha chia van dugc duy tri va phat trién. Ban
quan tri chua va cac wel véi tu cach 1a don vi to
chuc cua tin do duoc cang ¢b, vira cham lo phat
su, vira cham lo tat ca sinh hoat van hoa — x3 hoi
khac. Ngoi chua tr¢ thanh trung tdm sinh hoat
van hoa — xa hoi cua cong dong nguoi Khmer
trude kia cling nhu hién nay.
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ABSTRACT:

Inherently as the inhabitants of
agricultural practices specializing in water
rice cultivation, the Southern Khmer, once
settling down on the Southern land and
primarily gathering in the Mekong Delta,
grouped themselves into units of residency,
later organized into traditional autonomous
societal units with two institutions of
autonomy which bore such communal
democracy values as phum and srok. In
addition, when settling down on the Southern
land, the Khmer people brought with them
their religion — Theravada, and on this land,
Buddhism of the Southern Khmer could both
meet the spiritual need of the mass and be
the consolidating catalyst to gather up
community members. The elements of ethnic
culture of the water rice inhabitants
combined with those of Buddhist culture not
only exerted great influence on their living
style, on their material and mental culture,
but also deeply engraved themselves in their
autonomous  mechanism, creating a
particular feature of fundamental and typical

nature belonging to the Southern Khmer’s
traditional rural society. That is the
autonomous mechanism of phum and srok
which is closely related to and intertwined
with the management system of pagodas in
order to efficiently manage and regulate the
society.

Until the 1975 Liberation, phum and srok
management and regulating system bearing
traditional features of the Southern Khmer
had ceased to exist. Although the
management system of feudal government
and of later governmental regimes already
replaced the traditional management system,
their imprint and influence still impose deep
impacts on various aspects of the Khmer
people’s current lives.

In the framework of this research, the paper
focuses on analyzing the traditional
autonomous institutions and on how the
mixed intertwining nature of these institutions
made up special features of the Southern
Khmer’s societal organization.
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