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VE MOI QUAN HE COI NGUON CUA CU DAN NAM BQ THOI CO PAI VOI MQT
SO TQC NGUOI O TAY NGUYEN

Ngo Vin Lé
Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc Xa héi & Nhan van, PHQG-HCM

TOM TAT: Nam B¢ la ving dong ban nhung lai la ving khd dic biét khong phdi chi ¢ Viét
Nam,ma xét ca trén binh dién thé gidi, noi c¢é nhiéu téc nguoi sinh séng,dan dén da ton gido,da van
héa. Lich sir hinh thanh va phdt trién ving dat ndy gdn lién véi qud trinh khai hoang 1dp lang,mé rong
lanh thé xdc ldp chii quyén, thiec thi chii quyén va bao vé chii quyén ciia cdc céng dong nguwedi, ma vai
tro chii dao la nguwoi Viét. Ving ddt Nam B¢ do tinh chdt va tam quan trong doi véi sy phdt trién ciia
ddt mede,nén da c6 nhiéu cong trinh nghién cieu nham khdng dinh nhitng gid tri van héa ciia cdc céng
dong cw dan sinh song trén mdnh ddt nay,gép phan lam phong phii nhitng gid tri van héa Viét Nam.
Mt khdc, ciing tir nhitng nghién ciru c6 tinh bao trivm toan khu viee da cang ngay cang cé nhiing bang
chitng vé 16p cu dan ban dau ciing nhw vin héa ciia ho.D6 1 16p cw dan vé logi hinh nhan ching ciing
nhw van héa gan giii véi cdc tgc ngieoi thugc ngit hé Malayo-Polynesian. Viéc mé réng lanh thé, xdc
ldp chii quyén v thiee thi chii quyén va bdo vé chii quyén ciia cdc chiia Nguyén va nha Nguyén cé sw
dong gop tich cie va hidu qua ciia cde cw dan thude cdc thanh phan tdc nguwoi khdc nhau,ma gitt vai tro
chii dao trong dong chady nay la nguoi Viét. Bai viét ciia chiing t0i,trén co s nhitng tw liéu va hiéu biét
cuia minh trinh bay vé moi quan hé coi nguén ctia cu dén Nam B¢ thoi ¢6 dai véi mét s6 téc nguoi o Tay
Nguyén gitip lam sdng 16 hon qud trinh hinh thanh cdc céng dong cuw dan Nam Bg.

Tir khéa: moi quan hé cgi nguon, cuw ddn Nam Bo.

Véi cdc thanh tyu nghién ctru hién nay cua
céc nganh khao cd hoc,cé nhan hoc,nhan chung
hoc va dan toc hoc cho phép chiing ta khing
dinh ring Pong Duong,trong d6 ¢6 Nam Déng
Duong 1a dia ban cu trd 1au doi cia cu dan néi
ngdn nglr Mon-Khmer- mot 16p cu din ban dia
c6 mit it nhét tir thoi dai d6 dd méi va ho 1a td
tién cta nguoi Khmer va cdc toc nguoi khic
nhu Ma, Stiéng, Choro, Bana, Mndng, Xodang,
Hré, Gié-Triéng hién cu tru trén lanh thd Viét
Nam ciing voi nhitng ngudi dong toc cua ho &

bén kia bién giéi Lao va Campuchia. Dia ban

cu trd cua cdc tdc ngudi thugc nhém ngdn ngir
Moén-Khmer trai dai tr Myanmar cho dén
Campuchia. Ho 1a mot trong nhitng cu dan
sdng tao nén nén vin héa cb dai & Pong Nam
A. Nhitng dau tich van héa vat chét ctia ho con
Iuu lai trong céc di tich khao ¢ hoc méi duge
khai quat gin day Ty Nguyén ciing nhu céc
truyén thuyét cta cac toc ngudi ¢ diy vé nan
dai hong thity,vé ngudn gbc cua cdc toc ngudi
cho thdy ho 1a 16p cu dan c6 mat dau tién ¢
vung nay (Luong Ninh, 2006, trg, 10; Ngd Van
L¢ - Pham DPtc Manh, 2006, trg, 6).
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Cho dén nay,c6 nhiéu hoc gia cho ring ngén
nglt Malyo-Polynesian dwgc hinh thanh vao
gifta thién nién ky thir II TCN va c6 thé con
som hon nita tai ving Pong Nam ven bién
Quang Poéng, Trung Qudc hién nay (1. Trexnop,
1976, trg, 59-61; Phan Xuan Bién, 1998, trg,
2). Thoi gian d6 do nhitng chuyén bién I1én lao
vé mat kinh té, van hoéa, do su phét trién cua
san xuat va dan sb (va ciing khong loai trir do
xung dot voi cdc cong ddng cu dan ciing cong
cu), cic bo lac ¢ day da tién hanh di cu doc
theo bo bién tir Trung Québc dén cdc nude trong
khu vuc Pong Nam A hai dao, ma bo phan dén
ven bién mién Trung va Nam B¢ Vié¢t Nam,nhu
1a “céi duoi” cia doan di cu tur lyc dia ra hai
dao doc bd bién. Ho Ia té tién cia nhimg tdc
ngudi thugc nhém ngbébn nglr Malayo-
Polynesian nhu Cham, Churu, Giarai, Ede,
Raglai hién nay (Phan Xuan Bién, 1998, trg,
1).Mot bd phan khd dong di cu tr Nam Trung
Qudc dén cdc nudc hai dao, nhu Philippines,
Indonesia, Malaysia. Bang ching la cho dén
nay, mac du da trai qua hang ngan nam vdi
nhirng thing trim cia lich sir, gilta cdc cu dan
nay cdn luu lai nhiéu nét vin héa giéng nhau
gifta cdc cu dan(nhu yéu t6 miu hé,trong ngon
ngit..). Y kién ndy duwgc dong dio cic hoc gia
tan thanh. Tuy nhién,ciing c6 ¥ khdc,cho ring
nhiing cu dan thudc nglr hé Malayo-Poinesian
tlr bién vao dinh cu ,nén trong van hoéa cua bo
phan cu dan nay yéu t6 vin héa bién con dam
nét.Nhitng cu dan nay khong chi dén b bién
phia Dong,ma con t6i ca vinh Thai Lan,ha luu
song Mé Nam,thdm chi con tdi ca bd bién

bong Phi (Lwong Ninh, 2006, trg,11).Nhu

véy,c6 thé thiy xung quanh con dwong di cu
cua cidc toc nguodi thudc nglr hé Malayo-
Polinedi van con c6 ¥ kién khac nhau.

Nhiéu céng trinh nghién ctru hién nay cho
réng, chti nhan cta nén van héa Sa Huynh la
nhiing cu dan thugc néi ngdén nglr Malayo-
Polinedi-nhitng cu dan gin lién v&i vin héa
bién (Lwong Ninh, 2006, trg, 11). Ciing c6 thé
gia thiét ring ,cu dan vin héa Pdng Nai, Oc Eo
6 vung Nam B¢ c6 sy tham gia cia mét bo
phdn kha 16n cua cu dian Malayo-
Polynesian.Diéu ma c6 nhidu y kién cua cic
hoc gid Nga va Viét Nam nhu Peopic, Trexnop,
Luong Ninh ting dé xuét. Trong gidi nghién
clru ¢6 mot quan diém khd phd bién 13, khoi
nguén cua cu dan nhém ngoén ngir M6én-Khmer
la cu dan viing nii, sau d6 méi dan xubng dong
bing (Pang Nghiém Van, 2009, trg, 233). Bing
chimg 1a cho dén ngay nay,ngoai trir mot so toc
ngudi (nhw nguwdi Khmer) cu trid & dong béang,
con phan 16n cu dan thuoc nhém ngdn ngit
Mén-Khmer cu trii chit yéu & mién niii.Con ddi
véi cac toc nguoi thudc ngdn nglr Malayo-
Polynesian,]a cu dan sinh séng ving ven
bién,sau méi di cw 1én mién ndi (trudng hop
cdc toc nguoi thugc nglr hé Malayo-Polinedi &
trung Tdy Nguyén nhu Edé, Giarai,
Raglai).Nhitng thanh tyu nghién ctru cta khéo
¢b hoc ,cd nhan hoc,nhan ching hoc va dan toc
hoc ngdy cang c¢6 nhiéu tu liéu chimg minh kha
thuyét phuc cho quan diém nay (Pang Nghiém
Van, 2009, trg, 307-320).

C6 thé gia thuyét ring,vao thoi tién sir va so
sir cdch day khoang 3-4000 ndm,cht nhan cua

vin héa Sa Huynh c6 khong gian phin bd khd
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rong tr Binh- Tri- Thién dén luu vuc song
Déng Nai,ttr vung ven bién 1én ndi,la mot nén
van héa c6 méi lién hé gbc gic véi vin héa hiu
ky d6 di méi,so ky dd déng thau nhur vin héa
Bau Tré (Quang Binh),Hoa Loc (Thanh Hoéa)
phan bd ké can v6i vian héa Sa Huynh,ma nét
doc ddo 1a ky thuat ché tao dd sit véi céc cong
cu san xudt va vii khi da dang.Cu dan Sa
Huynh 12 cu dan ndéng nghiép trong lda nudc
trong moi truong sinh sbng & ddng bing ven
bién va canh ring.Vi véy,trong vin héa Sa
Huynh mang dam c4 yéu t rimg va bién.Trong
hoat dong kinh t& cw dan Sa Huynh da dat t6i
trinh d6 cao cua céc nghé thii céng nhu xe
s0i,dét vai,ché tao d6 gdm,lam do trang stc va
khuyén tai hai dau thd 1a ché phim doc déo cta
van héa Sa Huynh. Qua so sanh van héa Sa
Huynh véi van hod Cham,van héa cic toc
ngudi Malayo-Polynesian & mién ndi trung Tay
Nguyén,cic nha khoa hoc da dodn dinh
ré“mg,chﬁ nhan cua van héa Sa Huynh la td tién
cua ngudi Cham va céc tdc nguoi néi ngdn ngi
Malayo-Polinesian & mién ndi.0 nguoi Edé
con ¢ nhiéu truyén thuyét vé& huyén thoai ké
vé mdi quan hé giita con ngudi va bién
ca.Ngay ca trong san phdm vin héa vét chét
nhu nha dai md phong hinh con thuyén cho
thdy ddu 4n cia van héa bién ciia cur dan mién
ndi thudc nglt h¢ Malayo-Polynesian.Nhu
véy,tai mién ndi Trung B6 va trung Tay Ngyén
da ¢6 sy giao luu va tiép xiic vin héa giira cic
toc nguoi thud ngdn ngit Mon-Khmer véi cu
dan Malayo-Polinedi hinh thanh dic diém van
héa ving mién ndi Trung Bo va Tay

Nguyén,ma nay nay chiing ta van con quan sit

thiy.Boi vi “dén khoang thé ky V TCN,duong
nhu c6 mot lan séng thién di o at tir bién
vao,mdt bd phan th nhit dén Quang Ngii
ngay nay,khong phai ho mang dén ma ciing véi
ngudi Mon cb tai chd phét trién mot trinh do
vin héa cao hon thdi so ky db sét trong sudt 5
thé ky cudi TCN duoc goi 1a vin héa Sa
Huynh”’(Luong Ninh,2006,trg, 11).

Ciing vao khoang 4-5000 nam cich ngay
nay,& ving mién Pong Nam Bg,bao gdbm ving
dat bazan ctua ving Pdng Nai thugng,Binh
Phudc,Binh Duong va ca vung pht sa ha luu
song Déng Nai,séng Vam C6 Dong,ca viung
ngap nudc sinh ldy viing ven bién,cu dan & day
da sang tao nén mot nén vin héa doc ddo goi 1a
vin héa Pong Nai.Vin héa Pong Nai la noi c6
canh quan sinh thai ven bién,dong bang va
mién ndi —noi cdc toc ngudi néi ngdn ngir
Mobn-Khmer hién nay cu trd nhu Stiéng, Ma,
Coho, Choro.Nhu vay, dia ban cu trd cua chu
nhan vin héa Ddng Nai trong thoi ky tién sir va
50 sir séng ké can hay xen cai v6i cu dan Mon-
Khmer.Hoat dong kinh t& cha yéu cua cu dén
Pong Nai la noéng nghiép va nghé tha
cong. Trong trong trot ,lda 12 loai cdy lwong
thuc chii yéu.Ngoai trdng trot,ngudi Dong Nai
con sin bét va khai thac san phim rimg.Hoat
dong sin bat ctia nguoi Dong Nai kha da dang
trong timg ving sinh thai khic nhau.Dd dong
kha phong phi ,nhiéu loai hinh,phong céch
moc mac,hoa van don gidn.Nhirng cong cu ,vil
khi ,dd trang sirc bang sit cho thiy da c6 su
phit trién cta k¥ thudt ché tac sit.Trong nghé
thuat tao hinh ,chu d& chinh 1a cdc dong vat va

mang dam sac thdi ci cu dan Pong Nai 1a céic
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b dan da dugc phan bd trén mot dja ban kha
rong.

C6 thé néi, cu dan Dong Nai 1a ngudi mo dat
dung nghiép,sdng tao nén mot nén vin héa co
nhin nhan nhu la buéc mé dau cho truyén
thong vin héa tai chd & Nam BO.NG c6 ban sic
va sirc séng ménh liét, va né6 tiép tuc phét huy
truyén thong sau d6 trong thoi ky vin héa Oc
Eo.

Vin héa Oc Eo thoi ky thién nién ky thir nhat
la sy tiép ndi ciia vin héa Pong Nai .Vé van
héa va cu dan Oc Eo cho t6i nay d duoc nhiéu
hoc gid nghién ciru va con nhidu tranh ludn
xung quanh van d&; ai 1a cht nhan cua vin héa
Oc Eo va mdi lién hé giita viin héa Oc Eo véi
cu dan ctia vuong quoc Phit Nam?

Vin héa Oc Eo phan bd rong & ving tir gidc
Long Xuyén,ving Pong Thip Mudi,ving U
Minh-Nam Cén,vung rung Sic Duyén Hai va
ving Péng Nam Bo.Nhu vdy,cu dan Oc Eo da
mo rong dia ban cu trd trén mét dién tich rong
viing chau thé séng Ciru Long va ca mét phan
Pong Nam Campuchia. Trén dia ban nay,tir dau
cong nguyén dd phét trién mot nén vin héa voi
nhiéu thanh phan va ban sic riéng.Cu dan Oc
Eo trudc hét van 1a cu dan ndng nghiép voi
nghé trong lda nudc phat trién.Ciing voi lia
con ¢6 ca mia,cau,dira.Dd sit dugc dung phé
bién & day.K¥ thuat ché tic dd vang bac da quy
dat t6i trinh d6 tinh x40.Dd gém chiém mét vi
tri quan trong trong cdc db diing hang ngay.Ho
& trén cdc nhd san vA nha trén nén dat
ddp.Thuyén ghe 1a nhitng phuong tién di lai
phd bién.Van héa Oc Eo tiép nhan nhiéu yéu t6

van héa An Do nhu dao Bd La Mon,dao Phat

du nhap vao nhitng thé ky diu cong nguyén va
da nhanh chéng chiém vi tri quan trong trong
doi song cu dan.

Theo nhiéu minh vin cd tim thiy ¢ dong
bang song Ciru Long,thé ky thar VIII 1a thoi ky
tranh gianh quyén lyc giira cic toc ngudi thude
Phtt Nam va Chan Lap cb.Ban d4u Chén Lap
thon tinh Phit Nam,nhung rdi quy toc Phit Nam
xéc lap dugc quyén Iuc chinh tri trén dia ban
Thay Chan Lap,tuong tng véi viing chau tho
ha luu séng Ciru Long.Trong bdi canh d6 vin
héa Phit Nam van tiép tuc ton tai trong thoi ky
Chan Lap ¢ ( thé ky V dén thé ky VIII).Tir
nira thé ky VIII ving ha lvu séng Ciru Long roi
vao canh bi thdm,bi thuy quin Giava ddnh
phé,lai bi ngap lut va nudc phi sa boi lip,ca
ving dat Nam B¢ tré nén hoang phé Nhing cu
dan cua van héa Oc Eo di roi cdc ving dét
ngap nudc i dan vé viing dit cao & Tay Nam
B¢ va tai diy ho bi quan d6i Chan Lap tiéu diét
va nhirng nguoi Khmer tir phia Bic kéo xudng
lap ra viing dat Thiy Chan Lap.

Nhu vay tir diu cong nguyén van héa Oc Eo
& viing ddng bing chau thd sdng Ctru Long da
phat trién mot cédch ruc r& lam tién dé ra doi
céc tiéu virong qudc viing ddng bing song Ciru
Long ma cdc st sich Trung Qqudc dd ghi,
trong d6 ¢6 vuong qudc Phit Nam nhu la mot
dbi twgng duoc cdc nha nghién clru quan tim
nhiéu nhét.

Véin dé dat ra 13, chi nhan cta van héa Oc
Eo Ia ai? Cu dan vuong qudc Phit Nam ¢6 mdi
lign h¢ nhu thé nao véi van héa Oc Eo?

Vé van dé nay tai liéu c6 nhan hoc va nhan

chiing hoc cho rang ca cu dan Pong Nai va cu
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dan Oc Eo thudc loai hinh Indonesien 12 phé
bién v6i nhitng yéu t6 ddm nhat khac nhau cia
ca hai dai chiing Australoid va Mongoloid.Tuy
nhién, viéc xac dinh chu nhan van héa v& mit
toc nguoi lai con nhiéu y kién khic nhau. Mot
s6 hoc gid nuwéc ngodi nhu G.E.
Hall,Peopic, Trexnov,Luong Ninh cho ring,cu
dén Phit Nam thudc vé& nhitng ngudi Malayo-
Polynesians ,trong khi d6 c6 mot s6 hoc gia
Phédp dya vao cic tai litu cb cia Trung
Qudc.cho rang cu dan Phit Nam c6 ngudn goc
Khmer, ma biéu twong 12 vin héa Oc Eo.Trong
khi d6 mot sb ¥ kién khdc cho ring,cong ddng
cu dan Oc Eo bao gdm nhiéu tdc ngudi néi
bang nhiéu ngdn ngir khac nhau(Lé Xuan Diém
va ctg,,1991,trg,3).

Tiép can trén binh dién lich st tdc
ngudi,chiing t6i cho ring, vin héa Oc Eo trai
rong trén mot khong gian van héa khong chi
bao gom phan Nam B ngay nay,ma con mo
rong trén ca ving dat Pong Nam Campuchia
hién nay.Trudc va sau céng nguyén cd vung
ddng bang ven bién Trung B6 va Nam B6 ,do
su pht trién kinh té xa hoi clia cdc cu dan nong
nghiép lda nuéc lai sém tiép thu vin minh An
D6 trong mot canh quan sinh thdi & dong bing
ven bién c6 nhiéu thuin loi,cdc bd lac da 1on
manh @ hinh thanh céc lien minh b lac hoic
nhitng vuong qudc nho ma chiing ta da biét dén
nhu vuong quéc Nam Chim va Bic Chim.O
Nam Bo trén nén tang phat trién cta van héa
Oc Eo nhiéu tiéu vwong qubc duwgc thanh lap
ma st sich Trung Qudc da ghi chép,ma Phi
Nam la mét trong nhitng vuong qudc d6.Ciing

phai lyu ¥ rdng ,ddy la thoi ky 1a minh ching

dién hinh. céc toc ngudi Mén-Khmer mién nii
da di chuyén xudng dong bang va ven bién ,da
tao dung dwoc nhitng nén vin minh méi séng
ké canh va xen cai véi nhiing toc ngudi dong
bang va ven bién von lau nay 12 dia ban cia cu
dan néi ngdbn ngit Malayo-Polynesian.Su tiép
xdc toc ngudi va van hda tao nén su cong sinh
vé vin héa va toc ngudi 1am cho bic tranh vin
héa tdc nguoi & day phuc tap va da dang hon
vung Trung Bd,noi cu dan Modn-Khmer chua
tién xudngddng bang,ma van 1a cu dan ndi véi

113

hinh thitc canh tic dao canh hoa
ching”.Trong moi trudng canh quan toc nguoi
¢ vung nui khong tdp trung,nén khong cho
phép nhitng toc ngudi nay thanh 1ap lién minh
bo lac hay tiéu qubc.Mii téi sau nay,trong
nhitng hoan canh lich su nhét dinh méi hinh
thanh dugc nhing vuong qudc cia Vua
Nu6c,Vua Lira ciing nhu vwong qudc cua

nguoi Ma ¢ Nam Tay Nguyén.Nhung cic

113

“vuong qudc “ nay khong di manh dé mo
mang lanh thd,tién xa cdc dia ban cu tra.

Nhu vdy,nhin réng ra trong bdi canh lich sir
lic by gio ving nidi Tay Nguyén sang Lio va
mot phan mién ndi Campuchia vd ca ving
ddng bang ven bién Trung B ,mién Dong Nam
Campuchia giao luu tiép xtc toc ngudi va vin
héa toc nguoi dugc thic day giita cdc cong
ddng cu dan vin héa bién-dong bang ,ma dai
bidu ctia né 1a cu dan ndi ngdn ngir Malayo-
Polynesian va cu dan van héa nidi vén dic
trung cho céc toc ngudi Mon-Khmer,ma vung
Nam B¢ va Pong Nam Campuchia 1a minh

chimg dién hinh.
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Can nhin manh ring,vao thoi ky nay ca ving
Nam B¢ va Péng Nam cta Campuchia hién
nay bao gébm ca viung ndi la ving da toc
ngudi,trong d6 chi ¢6 nhiing toc ngudi c6 dicu
kién thuan loi sinh séng & ddng bing méi c6
diéu kién tao dung cho minh nhiing tiéu
qudc,ma trong d6 bién gidi giita cdc toc nguoi
va bién gidi gilta cic tiéu qudc con rit mo
nhat.Trong tinh hinh d6 khé c6 thé néi ring
vuong quéc Phit Nam,ma chii thé toc nguoi cia
n6 1a cu ddn Mén-Khmer thudc vé vurong qubc
Khmer sau nay 1a khong c6 co sé thuc té lich
sir va khong c6 su thuyét phuc vé mit khoa
hoc.Mit khéc,bién gidi toc nguoi ludn cé su
thay d6i,né tiy thugc vao sitc manh cta nha
nudce trung wong. Vo thoi diém nay cua lich st
suc manh ctia nha nudc trung wong chua du
manh d& chi phéi dén sy phat trién cta cdc toc
ngudi, cic ving xa trung tim.Thuc té lich sur
cho thiy,nhiéu toc ngudi ma dia ban hinh thanh
& giai doan dau khéc véi lanh thé ma toc nguoi
d6 cu trd hién nay.Thuc té lich sir cho thay do

nhiéu nguyén nhan khdc nhau,ma nhit 1a do

xung dot toc ngudi —didu nay lai ludn xay ra -
dién ra trién mién da lam thay d6i dia ban cu
trd,thdm chi nhiéu khi pha vd,chia tich mot tdc
nguoi thanh nhiéu bo phan khéac nhau.Qdua trinh
di dan dién ra lién tuc,dan dén sy dan xen gitra
céc thanh phan toc nguodi trén mot ving linh
thd,lam cho vin héa da sic mau.Khi nha nudc
ra doi, ma nha nuéc lai khong quan tim dén
ngudn gdc than dan, chi quan tim dén linh
thd.Vi vay,lanh thd nha nudc thuong bao trim
1én lanh thé ciia nhidu toc ngudi, din dén tinh
hinh da toc ngudi trong mot qud gia nhu hién
nay.Mat khéc,ciing do su ra doi nha nudc,ma
nhiéu khi bién gi¢i quéc gia lai chia tich cac
toc ngudi thanh nhitg b phan,sinh sdng & cic
qudc gia khac nhau.

Di tim mot cau tra 10i ai 1a cht nhan ctia mot
nén vin héa, khi ma nhitng ngudn tu liéu dang
tin cdy lai chua nhidu,]la mét viéc lam khé
khan.Vi vdy,vin d& nay cin duoc tiép tuc
nghién clru mdi ¢6 hy vong c6 mot cdi nhin
diing,khdch quan,khoa hoc vé& viing dat va con

nguoi noi day.

ABOUT THE LINK OF ORIGINS BETWEEN THE INHABITANTS IN THE SOUTH
IN ANCIENT TIMES AND SOME ETHNIC GROUPS
IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS

Ngo Van Le

University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT: The South of Vietnam is an area of plains; however, it has special features not only

in Vietnam, but also world-wide as it is the place where a lot of ethnic groups live, leading to multi-

religion and multi-culture. The history of formation and development of the land is closely associated

Trang 46



TAP CHi PHAT TRIEN KH&CN, TAP 15, S0 X1- 2012

with the process of reclaiming virgin soil, building up villages, expanding the territory to establish, to
enforce and to defend sovereignty of communities whose dominating role lies in the Viet’s hands. Due to
the South’s special characteristics and big significance to the country development, there have been a
lot of researches to affirm the cultural values of the communities living in the land, contributing to the
enrichment of the Vietnamese culture. On the other hand, there are also researches on a bigger scale
which cover the whole region revealing a lot of evidences from the first inhabitants as well as their
cultures. These inhabitants, as far as anthropological type and culture are concerned, are close to the
ethnic groups of the Malayo-Polynesian language family.

The expansion of territory, establisment as well as enforcement and protection of sovereignty of
the Nguyen Loads and Nguyen Dynasty received positive and effective contribution from inhabitants of
different ethnic groups out of whom the Viet played the dominating role. The paper, based on the
materials and my knowledge, presents the link of origins between the inhabitants in the South in ancient
times and some ethnic groups in the Central highlands in order to clarify the formation process of the

Southern communities.
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