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VAN HOA TRUY EN THONG CUA NGUOI KHMER NAM B Q
NHIN T U KHIA C ANH NGOI CHUA

Nguyén Khic Canh
Truong bai hoc Khoa lve X& Hi & Nhéan van, PHQG-HCM

TOM TAT: Bai trinh bay Kt quz nghién ¢u win hoa truyn thong ngroi Khmer i goc nhin ¥

ngdi chiia. Ni dung bai mod chi tiét vé nghé thudt kién tric vadiéu khic aia chiia ngoi Khmer ¢

thanh ptd Hé Chi Minh nle mgt di sin win hod vit cht quy gid @n duwroc bdo ton va b gic. Quado

ngi dung bai con trinh bayawai trd aia chuia Khmer nda mgt trung tam gido dc osng dong, sinh hat

xa hi va doi song tam linh trong éng dong aia ngroi Khmerd Tp H5 Chinh Minh néi riéng va Nam

B¢ noi chung.

Tur khéa: chua, Khmer, gidowgt, xa i, ton giao.

Hau hét nguoi Khmer Nam B déu theo Pht
gi4o phai Nam Téng (compgla Prit gido Téu
Thira). C6 tit n6i, mdi nguoi Khmer khi sinh
rada la mpt Phit tr nhe 6ng ba, cha exminh.
Trongdsi sdng vin hoa tinh thn, sinh hat tén
gi4do déng vai trodic biét quan tong, 1a chit
men & két cong ddng bén chit nhit caa ngroi
Khmer. Nhrng khac wi nhiéu ton gido khac,
Phit giao Nam Toéng wa Khmer khéng ch
dam nhin chrc ning tdn gido ma codam nhan
cac chirc naing vin hda — xa di khac Wi ting
c& nhan vaicong dong. Ngdi chiia Khmer, do
d6, duoc xay drng khéng ch nhim dap tng
nhu du aia hait ddng tén gido ma con do nhu
cau thiét yéu cna gido dc va cac sinh ha van
héa - x4 hi cuia mdi cong dong phum, séc
Khmer.

1. Duéi goc do van hda-nghé thuét, chua
Khmer la m@t céng trinh ngh¢ thuat kién

trdc, diéu khic, hoi hoa dic sic

Vi triét Iy nhan sinh quan Rhgido, trong
khi bing long i cuoc sHing binh d trong
nhiing rép nha tranhion s, ngroi Khmer dbn
tat ca tinh than, tri tg, tién cia, céng &c dong
g6p cho vc xay drng ngdi chua sao choith
nguy nga, tranggl Trong ndi cong déng phum
séc, ngdi chuia thng toa lac trén khudat rong,
xung quanh cé hang rao tre hagng bao, bén
trong tong nhéu loai cay to nhr diu, sao, tht-
ndt... tao thanh nir mot khu g nko. Mai
ngbi chiia Khmer la 6t quan thé kién trac
long Ay va coé thir ty. Trén la Chinhdién thy
Phit, dudi la tu thit cac v tu &, noi hanh E
cbng ®ng, trai ing duong, trong hoc, thap
tho ¢t tro ngroi qua &. Chung quanh céc
cong trinh kén trac 14 vién hoa, ao adc, wroi
cay an trai... ao thanh mt “khéng gian tam
linh” khoang da, #m mic.

Trong nglé thuat kién trdc chia Khmer, nét
dic sic nhat 1a kg thdng diu trdc ép mai dia
ngbi chinhdién. Chinhdién dugc xay ding

trén rén cao lon mat dat khoang 1 mét va luén
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quay nit vé huéng Bong (ngoi Khmer quan
niém PHit ¢ hudng Tay nleng quay nat vé
huéng Bong dé phd d6 chiang sinh, vi &y
chinh dién quay ¢ huéng Boéngdé phu hp
v6i huéng dit tuong PHt bén trong). W théng
ciu tric dp mai dm 3 dp, mdi cip lai chia
thanh 3 Bp. Nép gira (rép Bang) lon nhit va
dugc nang cao ¢n 2 rép phi ¢ hai bén. Hai
nép maid cip trén cung bip thanh goc khing
60do. Trén mdi dinh géc mai thong duoc dip
mot khac dudi rin, wn mém mai, cong vt.
Doc theo céc b dady giap mi aa cac dp mai
thuong dugc dip cac tong rong. Bau rdng
dang kép @m ngay #i vi tri cacdao mai, than
rong xodi dai theo d day giap mi wi hang vi
lung dugc tia rd tng cai, wn cong lén nh
ngon lra. Sr két hop dau, than vatuéi rong ko
nén hinhanh nhing chéc thuyn dua hi.
Trong Pt tich, ngroi Khmer throng K lai
ring Bng 1a con 1wt thiéng tr bién minh thanh
thuyén dua dic PHit vuot bé di giang kinh aru
d6 chang sinh. Nédua hinhanh Bng Ién mai
chia, ngoi Khmer ciu mongduc Pht dirng
chang ngdi chua aa hy d¢é ban phicO chinh
gitra n6¢c mai thhong duoc dung thém thap néc
hinh chuéng Gp, nbii ting, tréndip trong dau
thin bdn mit (Ma-ha--rum), Vi than dai biéu
cho sr théng minh nhin radn phiadé biét hét
moi Sy trén doi, trén dau tuong la ndt thap
nhon vt lén khéng trung. Khmg téng hai
dau hdi dwoc bit bing hai ém gd hinh tam giac
can (hac xay kin)dugc cham khic hoa vin rat
cbng phu gi la “H6 cheang”.

Hé thong 3 dp maéi, vira so le wa cé @ dbc

khoéng déu nhau, trén méiugc trang tri thém

bang dudi rin va cactong g, thap noc nin
vlt cao...da o nén nbt dang ¢ riéng aia
chua Khmer,dd 5 nguy nga maal thanh
thoat, won cao, khdng gayaen giacde chup
nang ré cia mai.

Trong chinhdién, & vi tri chinh yu la k8 tho
tuong PHit Thich Ca. B tugng la ndt tda sen
chia thanh nliu cip trang tri it ti mi. Tuong
Phat dat chinh gira trén toa sen. Bhbién nhit
la trong thé hién chi dé Phit dic dao ngi
tham thén theo tr thé kiét gia, diu doi chom
nhon — dic trung cho tri t@, quyén lyc va s
vinh hing cao & — duéi 1a hai bp tocden va
xoan. Mit twong c6 trdn éng, grong mit day
dan, d6i 16ng may congddi mit khép b, mii
thing, miéng ong, d6i moi hoi day, d6i tai to
va dai gn chim vai, déi khi tugng phing phit
guong mit cia ngroi Khmer hén dai. Phin
than minh, kong couc no, lung thing, bing
thon, hai canh tay tronisr. Tay trai trong th
4n tam mui, tay phii ty qua chan, ban tay Gp
chi cac ngoén xbng dat. Twong PHit mic 4o ca
sa choang kin 61 bén vai, vai phi dé trin
nham biéu hién kinh phap. Pay 1a mé tigugc
rdt ra tr Phat tich truyén lai ring sau 49 ngay
ngdi tham thén, khi PHit vira dic dao thi ma
vuong dem binhdén chdng pha,doi Phit phai
cheng minh. Brc PHit chi tay xubng, By dat
lam chirng cho minh. Tin dit (Héng Pro-at-
tho-ni) cHip thuin hién hinh 1én, buéng tdc
tudn thanh dong woc cbn trdi lec lrong ta
ma.

Loai thuong gip thtr hai la mod tiptong Plit
ctu d6 ching sinh. ®ong PHt dwgc mo &

trong tr thé ding thing, nhing grong mit va
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co thé PHat mang dang & nix. Tugng mic 4o ca
sa bubng théng ghkin lrng nhr mot tam
choang. Tay ph cia PHt bubng xubi bén
héng, tay traitua & phia teée ngre, 1ong ban
tay hrong ra, cac ngon tron, daiathg 1&n trén,
trong 16ng ban tay ttdong cé duong xdin ¢
thé hién qui r6ng aia PHt.

Trong gian chinhdién con cé nkiu hinh &
gan kin cac mat tuong va trén tin. Chi yéu 1a
céc tranh & vé& cuc doi cua duc PHit, tir khi
sinh radic dao di truyén ba pld d6 chdng sinh
dén khi nhip Niét ban. Hiu nhr cac tranhdéu
ldy miu tir An D9, vi Ay guong mit cac nhan
vét trong tranh throng phing pHit guong mit
nguoi An. Trén tén theong |& tranh & canh
giao dau giira cac Tién @ va Chin, cinh Tién
nir lam E, canh cac Apsara dang hoa,v.v.

Nétdic sic thr hai aia chtia Khmer la riftng
mo-tip trang tri nit ngoai @ia chua. Do la
nhiitng hinh dap ndi, tuong tron hdc cham
khic cac hinh tong Rea-hu (i phu), thin
Kay-no (thin Apsara), chim #n Krat
(Garuda), Chin (Yeak)... ma fi bat nhit trong
nhitng hinh ttong nay la mo-tip trang tri Rea-
hu va CHn. Rea-hudugc thé hién 1a mit mot
quai \at hung dr v6i d6i mét tron trirng de ha,
vanh méng ©ng, nhe hai hamang ntpn lom
chom dang nét mat tring. Con Chn dugc thé
hién dudi dang mdt nguoi to Ion, v mat di
ton, minh nic giap tg, tay @ém chay v trong
tu thé deng gac. Trong Krat va Kay-noduoc
gan tréndau cac 6t hién, ri tiép giap Wi mai,
trong tr thé hai chan 6a thin gin voi mdi cot,
hai tay (hd@c canh)dua léndd mai bing mbt

dong tac nlt by, ngrc udn ra uy nghi.

Lép mod-tip trgng trang tri mit ngoai @a
chua pln &nh nfing tan d coa Iop tin
ngudng o khai va Balamon giao, céutfc PHit
gi4o, trongdoi sdng tam linh éa ngroi Khmer.
Dic bigt mo-tip Rea-hu va Gh la nhing dai
dién aia lc lwong ta, pha ha Pht phéap
nhung duoc ngrdi Khmer dua vao trang tri oi
ctra Pt nhe mubn tén 1&n céi y ngia sau xa
cua triét ly nhan Bn cao @ cua Pht gido, c6
thé cam héa thu phc ci cai 4cdé quay ¢ phuc
vu cho cai thén, tré thanh cai cé ich.

2. Dwéi goc dd xa hoi, ngdi chua Khmer la
trwong hoc day chir, la trung tdm sinh haat
vin héa-xa hi cia méi cong ddng phum séc.

Trong x& i truyén thbng, moi ngudi con
trai Khmerdéu phii trai qua nét thoi giandi tu
dé hoc chi, hoc gido ly ti chua. Trong quan
niém cia ngroi Khmer, di tu khéng phi dé
thanh PAt ma tu 1adé hoc lam naroi. Bi tu 1a
dip d&é nguoi thanh nién Khmettugc gido dic
mot cach hoan thin nhit, 1a o hoi dé ho hoc
kinh k&, giao ly va rén lu§n thanh ngoi co tri
thire, dao duc dé xiing danh i gia dinh va xa
hoi. Trong xa Wi truyén thbng aia ngroi
Khmer, ngdi chua la @ong hpc cia con em
mbdi phum séc va thy gido 14 cacs sdi trong
chiia. Ngoai & théng turong chiia nay ngpi
Khmer khong cé &ithéng trong e nao khéc.

Chua ding la thr vién — roi tang tfr cac B
sach 6 va sach Pit, la hio tang ny thuat va
lich sr — roi duy nhit trung bay cac tac pim
my thuat cia cdc ngh nhan dan gian Khmer.
Chua ding 1a ri té chrc cac hinh thc sinh
hoat vin héa 6éng ddng, vui chvi, giai tri, biéu

dign vian ngte caa gquin ching... Bic biét hon,
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truéc nhirng bén dong aia thyi cudc va lich gr,
truéc ar xam nhlp va taadong chi pldi 16n lao
tr moi phia bén ngoai, ngdi chia trongdim
phum séc nt Ia mot “thanh tri” o &, giir
gin \bn vin hoa trugn thong aia dan éc.

Tang lop ar sdi trong i chuaduoc nhan
dan kinh tong nhr Ia nHrng kic thrc gia, la
linh hon va ném tr hao @a phum séc. &i cia
cac s sdiduoc coi la béu hién 1oi day cia dirc
Phit, duoc mpi nguoi tran tong va tuan th.
Su séi Khmer khong xa lanh hoan toadi v
cudc doi thé s, ho vira chim lo doi sdng tam
linh vira chim sé6c gilpdd Phit ti trong céc
séng hang ngay. Khi cérsxich mich, kén tung
Xay ra gira cac giadinh, sr sdidang ra phan
xu, hoa ghi. Nguoi bénh @t hay dip thién tai,
hoan man cing déu tim dén cac v s dé duoc
anui, traodoi y kién. Dam @i, ddm ma, rém
vui ndi budn déu duoc cac v s tung kinh chic
phugc. CGing ti khudn vién chia, ngi
Khmer sau khi cét duoc thiéu xac va & tro
dugc dit giit trong thap 8t & chuadé dwoc
nuong nau vao cdi R Co6 th néi, hau hét
moi ngudi dan Khmer i khi sinh ra én lén 6i
dén khi tro vé cat hii, ca cuc doi gan bo \6i
ngdi chua.

Qua bao th ky, ngdi chuadd ©n tai viing
chic va anh hrong to bn, chi pti moi sinh
haat tinh thin va doi song x& Wi coa ngroi
Khmer. Bay éng la nétdic thu rat tiéu iu
cua xa i Khmer.

3. Poi nét ¢ hai ngdi chila Khmedé Thanh
phd HS Chi Minh.

Ngudoi Khmer ti TP.HCM dung hang th tu
sau ngoi Viét, Hoa va Chm®.. Khac \6i
ngudi Hoa va €ing khac i tip quan a trd
mat tap ¢ vung DBSCL, ngoi Khmer i
TP.HCM khéng @ trd tp trung thanh khu
dong hrong ma éng ri rac, phan tany 18
guan, huyén. Tuy nhién, di hai roi véi sy co
mat cia hai ngdi chua la chua Chantaranxay
(Aunh Trang) ¢ quan 3 va chua Pothiwong
(Dong dbi Pht) 6 quan Tan Binh ngoi khmer
cu trd trong déi tap trung.

Chua Pothiwong B toa lac tai s6 1985 B
duong Lac Long Quéan, plong 10, gdn Tan
Binh, trdc kia c6 tén gi la Rantana Kosi (B
Ngoc), do tu § Thach Am khvi xudng xay ét
vao rim 1969. Chua c6 én tich 493 mét
vudng, hén condon s, chinhdién ch 1a ngdi
nha Hng la i tho Phat va hanhd, phia sau la
tang duong va nha ép. Trong chua léh c6 3 v
su chinh va tihong xuyén cé khing 15 v sur &
tam trd tu lc. Xung quanh chuoa c6 1% h
Khmer throng tr?.

Chua Chantaranxayam bén by kénh Nhiéu
Loc (gin ciu Treong Minh Giing — i) 1a mt
cobng trinh kén trdc dep, nglé thuat kién tric
va diéu khic trang trio ngdi chinhdién coé thé
sanh ngangdi nhitng ngdi chinhdién long Ay
ctia cac chiia Khmerditiéng & ving DBSCL.
Ngoai nhiing gia ti nghé thuat kién tric & hé
thdng 3 dp mai, ngk thuat trang tri ing cac

hinh dip ndi véi cAc mé-tip thn, chin... nhr

%1 Cyc Théng ké TP.HCM. Nién giaméhg ké rim
1977, tr.15.

°2 Thai Van Chii - Tran Thanh Pon (Gh nhigm),
1998.Ngwoi Khmer #i TP.HCM va mi quan t¢ véi
bén ngoaiTP.HCM, tr. 67.
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cac chua Khmeg BBSCL (nhr d& miéu 4
trén) chinhdién chua Chantaranxay cogirat
boi hinh thap nécit uy nghi wi phudiéu Rin
bay dau dugc cachdiéu, Xép theo tng bic tir
thip 1én cao. Bén trong chintién duoc trang
tri bing cac mé hinfdip néi ma i dung cac
hoa tiét 14 miéu & cac loai hoa, nh hoa

Phnhiro (m hoa day bo), hoa Dok chanhy(n

hoa Tém hrong), hoa Sabunsmos (hoa num

vl), hoa Phnhiphing (hoa fra) Wi duong nét
hét sirc sic sio. Ngte thuat kién trac va trang
tri cia chinh dién chua Chantaranxay lam
ngudi thuong ngan c6 @am giac nlr mot géc
cia Aéng-koduoc cachdiéu va thu gn, xing
dang la ndt Di tich Vin héada duoc Nha nréc
xép hang.

Ngoai nhirng gia ti ngre thuat, hai ngdi chua
Khmer condoéng vai trdo 1a nfing trung tam
sinh hat vin héa-xa Bi cia @ng dong ngroi
Khmer @i TP. HCM. Pay la oi hang rim
nguoi Khmer & Thanh plb t6 chrc cac & hoi
dan tc. Dac biét v6i nhitng dp 18 hoi 1on nhr
I Tét Chol Chrim Thmay (vao &m moi)
nguoi Khmer vui Tét swit 3 ngaydém trong
khdng khi trng bing, dam am trong chua;d
Pon Ta (E cung 6ng ba) hay conogla &
Phchum Ban @p hop nhing vit com) la ngay
gid cia ngroi Khmer va c6 dangép nhr 1& Vu
Lan aia Plit giao txi Thira. Choa @ng la ri
sinh hat cua Hoi déng hrong sinh vién, bc
sinh Khmer, 1& ai dén tiép, lién hc cia ngroi
Khmer ¢ Thanh plb voi nhitng ba contong e
tir cAc tnh i khi ¢6 dp & Thanh pb. Chla
Khmer ¢ TP.HCM, dic bit la chua

53 Sach wa din, tr.108

Chantaranxay B la diém du ich thu hat kha
nhiégu khach tham quan tronguéc va nrgc
ngoai. Vi vy, ngdi chladong vai trdo quan
trong trong véc gigi thiéu nhitng déc trung van
héa dandc Khmer Wi dong bao trong méc va
thé gioi.

Tom hi, cung i nhitng lan diéu dan ca,
nhitng vii diéu dan gian, nling ko trang phic
va moénan dan éc, nhing laai hinh san khu
doc déo... nglg thuat kién trac 1§ thong 3 ép
mai, ngl¢ thuat tranh, trong cung i cac mo
tip trang tri rit ngoai lam cho @i ngdi chiia
Khmer 1a ndt coéng trinh ngh thuat két hop
kién trac, diéu khic, hoi hoa dic sic. Tu tuong
cha dao cia phong céach nghthuat kién tric
ciing nhr trang tri trong ngdi chua Khmer la t
tuéng nhan sinh quan Bthgido. Nodugc tao
tac ir nhiing ban tay ¢a cac ngh nhan dan
gian Khmer ma 4u hét ho duoc truyén nglé tir
thoi gian tu hc tai chia. Tl nhung trong 4o
tac, cac ngh nhan Khmer khéng dhrap
khuon, tuan th theo cac riu b dién ma b da
thdi vao nhing tdc pAm cia minh ngdn cim
hirng phin &nh nhéan sinh quania trng lop tw
duy va nlin thic cia ngroi Khmer. Lam cho
phong cach nghthuit dy, tuy mang i dung
tu tuong PHit giao nheng trongdd da bao ham
sic thai vin hoa éc ngroi, 1a nigm tr hao @a
nguoi Khmer DBSCL, gép pin lam phong
pht kho tang & héa trugn thdng aia @ng
ddng cac dandc ¢ Viét Nam.
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TRADITIONAL CULTURE OF KHMER PEOPLE IN THE SOUTH OF VIET NAM
(THE PERSPECTIVE FROM ASPECT OF KHMER PAGODA)

Nguyen Khac Canh

University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNGM

ABSTRACT: The writing presented about results of traditiosaltural study of Khmer people.
It was viewed from aspect of the pagoda. Conteth@fstudy described in details about architecture
and sculpture of Khmer pagoda in Ho Chi Minh City @ valuable material cultural heritage that
should be preserved and stored. The research’sobiaiso presented about role of Khmer pagoda as a
center for community education, social activitiesd spiritual life at Khmer people’s community io H

Chi Minh City generally and in the South of Vietnganticularly.

Keywords pagoda, Khmer, education, religion.
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