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VAN HQC DICH O NAM BOQ CUOI THE KY XIX PAU THE KY XX

Vo6 Vin Nhon
Truong Dai hoc Khoa hoc X3 héi va Nhan vin, PHQG-HCM

TOM TAT: Vi la thuéc dia ciia Phép, nén van hoc phirong Tdy dieoc gidi thiéu ¢ Nam Bo som
hon so véi mién Béc. Truong Minh Ky, dich gid vin hoc phuong Téy dau tién dd cé nhitng tdc phdm
dich tir nim 1884. Dén dau thé ky 20, cdc tdc pham vin hoc phuong Tdy ngay cang duoc gici thiéu
nhiéu hon, khong chi cé van hoc Phdp ma con ¢ ca tde phdm cia Anh, My, Nga; khdng chi cé tho, vin
Xuéi ma eo ca kich.

Trong khodng cudi thé ky 19, cdc nhé van nhu Tricong Vinh Ky, Huynh Tinh Ciia da dich nhiéu
tdc phdam van hoc cua Trung Quéc ra chir quéc ngit. Dén thap nién déu ciia thé ky 20, nhiéu tiéu thuyét
cua Trung Qudc da dirge dich ao at, tao thanh mot phong trao dich “truyén Tau”.

Nhiing diéu dang chit y trong vén hoc dich 6 Nam Bo:

- Bdo chi quéc ngit déng mét vai tro hét sirc quan trong, la noi céng bo nhitng ban dich vin hoc
dau tién.

- Dgi ngil dich thugt ¢d thanh phan rét da dang véi nhitng nghé nghiép hét sikc khdc uhau.

- Van xuéi duoc chii y nhiéu hon. Tiéu thuyét anh hiing, da sit, nghia hiép dwoc dich nhiéu hon
tiéu thuyét lang man, tai tir giai nhan, béi chiing phit hop véi dpc gia binh dan.

- Phan dnh mét quan niém méi mé vé con nguedi: ¥ thirc vé nit quyén, chii y vdn dé tinh duc.

Van hoe dich & Nam Bg cudi thé ky XIX déu thé ky XX phan anh mét nghich I¥: som tidp thu s
maoi mé cua phuwong Tay, dong thoi van chiu anh huong sau dam cua van hoc Trung Hoa. Dit sao, déy
ciing la mot bwde di dang ghi nhan trong ching dwong hién dai hod ciia van hoc dan téc. Péc gia, qua
nhitng tac pham nay, ciing sé lam quen dan véi nhitng ddc diém ciia thé logi méi. Tir bude dich thudt
ndy, cdc nha van di rén luyén tay nghé, ndm bét kp thudt viét van cia nuée ngoai dé som tré: thanh

nhitng nha van tién phong cia nén vin hoc mdi.

Vian hoc Viét Nam cudi thé ky 19 dau thé
ky 20 1a mét giai doan van hoc mang tinh chat
giao thoi, bat dau chiu anh hudng cua phuwong
Tay nhung dong thoi van con chiu anh huong
sau dam tir nén van hoc Trung Hoa. Vin hoc
Nafn B6 ciing khong thoat khoi tinh canh éy,

nhung do hoan canh lich su, dia ly, van hoc

Nam B§ ciing ¢6 nhiing dic diém riéng, nhu &
mang vin hoc dich chéng han.

Vi la thudc dia cua Phap, nén vin hoc
phuong Tay, dic biét la vin hoc Phap dugc du
nhap, duoc dich va xuét ban & Nam B sém
hon so véi mién mién Bic, riéng tiéu thuyét
Phép duoc dich ra qudc ngir con sém hon ca

tiéu thuyét c6 dién Trung Hoa.
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Gia Pinh bdo tir 1881 da dang nhiéu
truyén ngu ngdn cua La Fontaine do Truong
Minh Ky dich. Ong c6 1& 1a nguoi dich La
Fontaine som nhat ¢ nuéc ta. Nhing bai nay
sau duoc tip hop thanh sach, vi du nhu cudn
Chuyén Phan-sa dién ra qudc ngir in ndm 1884
gdm 16 bai ciia La Fontaine dugc dich ra tho
luc bat; sau do la cubn Riche et Pauvre (Phit
bén truyén dién ca). Nam 1887, Truong Minh
Ky con dich cudn Les aventures de Telemaque
cua Fénelon (Chuyén Té Lé Mdc gdp tinh co).
Ban dich nay bing vin vén, theo thé tho luc
bat. Gia Dinh bdo cling la noi dang Truyén
Robinson (tiic Robinson Crusoe) (sé 6, ngdy
24-4 ~1886). Cubi thé ky XIX con cé Tran
Nguyén Hanh dich Les conseils du Pere
Vincent (Gia hudn ciia ldo Vincent).

Pén diu thé ky XX, su xuét hién cua
nhiing to bdo co uy tin nhu Nong 6 min dam,
Luc tinh tan van, Pong Phdp thoi bdo, Nam Ky
dia phdn,... da gop phan rit lén trong viéc dwa
cac ban dich tiéu thuyét phuong Tay dén tay
cong chung mdt cach sau rong hon.

Trén Luc Tinh tdn vdn c6 Le Comte de
Monte Cristo (Tién cdn bdo hdu - 1907), Les
trois mousquetaires (Ba ngudi ngw ldm phdo
thit - 1914) cia Alexandre Dumas, do Tran
Chanh Chiéu dich.

Néng ¢6 min dam dang cac ban dich cia
Lé Hodng Muu. Lé Hoang Muu dich ca truyén
MY, Nga (qua tiéng Phap) nhu Chéng bt cha
vo, Vi Lé giét vo ding trén Nong cé min
dam.... Chong bdt cha vo, mdt truyén ngan ciia
My c6 thé 1a tac pham dich dau tién cua éng.

Sau giai doan dich, Lé Hoing Muu c6 nhiing

tac phdm phéng tac tir van hoc phuong Tay,
nhu tir Racambole Tom V. Les drames de Paris
ciia Pierre Alexis Ponson du Terrail ching han
(Néng ¢6 min dam sb 18 nam 1912).

Tir ndm 1916 bao Nam Ky dia phdn cting
bit dAu dang cac truyén dich hodc phong tac.
Dén nim 1926 béo ting thém sé trang va danh
hdn phan phu truong (supplément du N.K.D.P.)
gbm 4 trang chuyén dang quang cdo va truyén,
tiéu thuyét.

Déng Phdp thoi bdo nam 1928 c6 cac ban
dich Quan vé vuon cia nha tho Phap H. de
Racan, mdt sb tac pham cua Eroshenko, phan
dau tidu thuyét Ba tudc Monté Cristo cia A.
Dumas. T4t ca do Phan Khéi dich.

Riéng vdi kich phuong Tay, Nguyén Héo
Vinh 12 mot trong nhimg ngudi dau tién giéi
thidu. Véi viée luge dich bbn vo kich cua
Shakespeare, gom Chii ldi budn thanh Venise,
Thai te Hamlet, Roméo — Juliet, Vay thi vay,
Anh himg hao kiét cua thanh Roma ngay xua
vao nam 1928, éng co I la ngudi Viét Nam
dAu tién gidi thiéu mot tac gia lén cua Anh cho
nguoi doc Viét Nam.

Khong truc tiép dich thuét, nhung Hb Biéu
Chénh, nha tidu thuyét tiéu biéu nhat cia Nam
B, ciing cho biét la da phéng tac nhidu tac
phim cia tiéu thuyét phuong Téy. Chia tau
Kim Quy 1a phong theo Le Comte de Monte
Cristo ciia A. Dumas, Cay déing mii doi phong
theo Sans famille cua Hector Malot, Chuit phén
linh dinh phong theo En famille cia Hector
Malot. Nguoi thdt chi phong theo Crime et
chatiment cuia nha van Nga Fédor

Mikhailovitch Dostoievski. Theo Thanh Lang,

Trang 6



TAP CHi PHAT TRIEN KH&EN, TAP 13, S0 X1- 2010

ngay ca tiéu thuyét van xubi dau tay Ai lam
dige cia HO Bidu Chanh ciing md phong tac
phim André Cornélis cia Paul Bourget'.

Nhiéu tac gia khac cta thoi ky ny cling c6
tic phdm phéng tac. Lé Hoéng Muu, mdt nha
vin néi tiéng thoi d6, da phéng tic quyén tiéu
thuyét Phap Le Comte de Monte Cristo clia A.
Dumas v6i nhan d& Tién cdn bdo hdu (9 cubdn,
Imp. de ’Union, Sai Gon, 1920; sau do dang
trén Luc tinh tdn van ti sd 2054 ngay
18.6.1925). Nguoi vo hién (1929) ciia Nguyén
Thoi Xuyén duge phong tic tu cubn Une
honnéte femme (1903) ciia Henry Bordeaux,...

Sém tiép xuc véi van hod, vin hoc phuong
Téy, nhung anh huéng clia vin hod va vin hoc
Trung Hoa van con rat sau dam ¢ mién dét mgi
nay. Nguyén Van Trung ly giai diéu nay nhu
sau: “Khi tiép xtc véi van hoa Phap, mét van
hoa duoc trinh bay trong mét chinh sich dong
hoa de doa mét géc, tiéu diét ban sic dan toc,
ngudi mién Nam khéng nhimg khong thé bo
van hoé truyén thong dua trén Nho hoc, ma con
coi n6 nhu diém tua, chd dua chéng lai chinh
séch déng hoa cua ngudi Phap™.

Ngudi dau tién dich cac sach Nho hoc ra
qubc ngit 1a Truong Vinh Ky, nhung ngudi
dich tac phim van hoc Trung Quédc ra qudc ngir
dAu tién c6 1& 12 Huynh Tinh Cua. Tac pham
Chuyén giai buon (1885) gém 112 truyén cua
ong phan nhiéu la nhitng truyén duoc dich tir
céc tac phﬁm Trung Quédc nhu Cao s7 truyén,

Trang Tit, Chién quéc sdach, Liéu Trai chi di.

' Nguy&n Khué (1998), Chdn dung H6 Biéu Chdnh,
Nxb TP. Ho Chi Minh, tr.143.

2 Van xuéi Nam B¢ nira ddu thé ky 20, Nxb Vin
nghé TP. HCM & Trung tdm Nghién ciru Quéc hoc,
1r.684.

Bao Nong ¢ min dam, ngay t sb dau (1. 8.
1901) dd ding ban dich mdt “truyén Tau” la
Tam quc’;c chi. Pay 1a ban dich mét “truyén
Tau” hoan chinh déu tién. Tén nguoi dich dugc
ghi la Canavaggio, mot chu don dien va la
thuong gia ngudi Phap, chu nhan bao Nong co
min dam. Nhung theo Vuong Héng Sén, ngudi
dich chinh la Luong Khic Ninh, chu bit cia
béo. Sau Tam quéc chi, Nong c6 min dam con
1in luot ding cac truyén dich Liéu Trai chi di,
Kim ¢6 ky quan, Bao Cong ky an...

Ciing vio thap nién dau cia thé ky XX, ¢
Nam B di xut hién nhiéu dich gia “truyén
Tau” nhu Nguyén Chanh Sit, Tran Phong Sic,
Nguyén An Khuong, Nguyén An Cu, Dinh
Vin Diu, Tran Hiru Quang, Huynh Tri Ph...
Chinh ho d4 dua nhau dich nhiéu tiéu thuyét
than ky, anh hung nghia hiép cua Trung Quéc,
tao thanh mét phong trao dich “truyén Tau”.
Trong s6 cac dich gia, cé Nguyén An Khuong,
Nguy&n Chénh St, Trén Phong Séc dugc béo
Phu nit tdn van danh gia 1a “nhiing tay dich
thuat trr danh cua Nam Ky”, riéng “Tran
Phong Séc la nha dich thuét trir danh nhut”.
Mot minh Tran Phong Séc da dich dén 29 b
truyén Tau.

Viéc dich thuat nay cling ¢6 thuén lgi do
nguon sach cung cip phong phi tir ngudi Hoa
& Sai Gon — Cho Lén. Céc truyén nay dugce in
bao hodic in thanh tidp. Dudi hinh thic tap
truyén, ching d& dang phd cip dén giéi binh
dan, nho vay ma chir qudc ngir c6 thém phuong
tién truyén ba. Nhiing Phong than, Tam Quéc
ddu 1a nhimg chuyén gin giii véi tim hén

ngudi binh dan, ho dam luin véi nhau vé
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nhiing nhén vt dy, nhiing guong trung hiéu tiét
nghia rat quen thude ay. Céc truyén cd ting
chuong timg hdi, tinh tiét 6 rang, do 46 rit
dugc hoan nghénh va chit qubc ngit cling dugc
va thich theo. Cha me nha nghéo ciling chi
muén cho con minh biét doc, biét viét dé doc
truyén Tau cho nghe nhitng khi miia mang ranh
rdi. Nhitng nha van ldo thanh nhu H6 Hitu
Tudng hay Vuong Hong Sén trong tac phim
clia minh déu c6 ghi lai cai tha doc truyén Tau
nay.

Pi c6 nhiéu nha nghién ciru giai thich vé
su hdp dan dic biét nay ciia truyén Tau d6i véi
céng chung doc gia Nam Bo. Bing Giang cho
rang: “Truyén Tau tiéu thu manh trong miy
nim diu cua phong trio mot phan ciing vi
manh dat sang tic cua ta hdy con 1a mot bai dat
tréng... Truyén Tau tung hoanh dugc cling do
vao thoi d6 nhiing phuong tién giai tri cho
ngudi din con hiém hoi™. Vii Hanh giai thich
nhu sau: “Viéc ngudoi mién Nam thich doc
truyén Tau phai dugc cit nghia bing nhu ciu
cia ho tiép cén vai nhing dirc tinh ¢ hitu cia
ho ma ho tim thdy trong nhiing nhén vat tich
cuc clia truyén: d6 1a trung hiéu, tiét nghia, tri
diing, tin 1&, cuong truc, anh hing. Truyén Tau
cho ho nhimg céip dbi khang nhu La Thanh -
Pon Hing Tin, Tin Cbi - Nhac Phi, Bang
Quyén - Tén Tan, Sai Trinh Triéu - Luu Quan
Truong...; ma ho khong tim thdy sach bao nao
khéc khi d6™*. Bia chi van hod thanh pho Ho

* Bing Giang (1993), “Truyén Tau voi mt sb tiéu
thuyét gia dau tién & Viét Nam”, Kién thirc ngay
nay, (100), TP. Ho Chi Minh, tr. 244-245.

* Son Nam (2003), Phong tréo Duy Tén & Béc
Trung Nam, Mién Nam dau thé ky XX — Thién dia

Chi Minh ciing nhin viéc tiép nhan truyén Tau
6 mot khia canh tich cuc khéc: “Rét nhidu
truyén Tau 13 nhitng cdi thi khén, dau phai l1a
nham nhi la chinh? Ngudi mién Nam doc
truyén Tau, thudc truyén Tau, ldy ra tir d6
nhiing cach ung xir & doi, soi vao guong tét,
rin minh bing nhimg guwong phan dién™.
Vuong Hong Sén ciing cho rang: “Truyén Tau
day t6i nhiéu diéu xur thé nén téi goi nd 1a mét
nghé thuat, chir chang phai choi... Ngoai ra
truyén Tau ¢ nhidu guong tét, truyén Tau la
mot ving ring tht 16n, mét bién sdu va rong,
khai thac khéng bao git hét va can ciing”.

Nhiing nhan dinh nay cho thiy ring truyén
Tau da thuc su tré thanh mot phan mau thit
trong doi sdng van hoa tinh than cta ngudi dan
Nam B6 trong thoi ky dé va né da tac dong
khéng nho dén khuynh huéng sang tac cia tiéu
thuyét trong giai doan nay.

Ciing can noi thém 13 Nam Bé con 12 noi
dung than cua déng dao nguoi Minh Huong,
tire nhimg ngudi Viét gbc Hoa mang tinh than
“phan Thanh phuc Minh”. Nhiing truyén dich
mang khéng khi tao Bic, chinh Téy cé 1& ciing
phén nao thoa man wéc mo phuc quéc cia ho.

Viét Nam va Trung Quéc vén duoc coi la
“ddng van”, viéc dich truyén Tau la su tiép ndi
truyén thong giao luu vin hoc gita hai nuéc,
vira dé dép Ung nhu cdu giai tri clia céng

ching. Nhitng truyén dich ké trén, véi 16i van

héi va cuge Minh Tan, Nxb Tré, Thanh phé H Chi
Minh, tr. 242.

: Nhiéu tac gia (1988), Dia chi Vin hod Thanh phé
Hé Chi Minh, tap II - Vian hoc, Nxb. Thanh phé Hb
Chi Minh, tr. 217.

¢ Vuong Hong Sén (1993), Thit xem truvén Tau, Nxb
TP. H6 Chi Minh, tr.97.
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xudi theo tiéng noi thudng, da hip din cong
ching Nam B boi ndi dung hip din ctia né,
bai né phu hop véi tdm ly va thi hiéu cua con
ngudi noi ving dit méi nay. Viéc doc truyén
Tau moét thoi gian dai da thuc sy tro thanh mot
thu vui trong quin ching nhén dan Nam B§.
Nhung viéc dich va xuat ban truyén Tau tran
lan vi Iy do thwong mai, chay theo thi hiéu cia
quan ching ciing tao nén mot phan img tich
cuc sau nay, dé la phong trao sang tac nhiing
truyén vin xudi quoc ngit, nhitng “kim thoi tiéu
thuyét” cé bdi canh la dat nuéc Viét Nam, con
ngudi Viét Nam, dac biét 1a tiéu thuyét lich sir
v6i y huéng mudn thé hién lich sir dén toc va
thodt ra sy kim hdm lau déi cua van hoa Trung
Hoa.

Vin hoc dich & Nam Bd cudi thé ky XIX
dau thé ky XX nhin chung ¢6 nhiing diéu déng
chu y:

P6i ngii dich thuat thoi ky nay rét da dang.
Ho vén la nhitng ngudi tinh théng Hén hoc,
dong thoi biét ca tiéng Phép va chir qubc ngi.
Ho c6 thé Ia cha but hay phu bit cho céc to bao
nhu Néng ¢6 min dam, Luc Tinh tdn van nhu
Luong Khic Ninh, Nguyén Chénh Sit, ngoai ra
con c6 ca Hoa kiéu, chii tiém kim hoan, thuong
gia, nha buén sich va sira xe dap, thu ky nha
nuée...”

Trong su hinh thanh va phat trién ciia vin
hoc dich Nam B§, bao chi dong mét vai tro hét
sitc quan trong, cac t& bao qudc ngir nhu Gia

Dinh bdo, Nong cé min dam, Luc tinh tdn vdn,

? Claudin; Salmon (bién soan) (2@04), Tiéu thr:yér
tmy5n théng Trung mec & Chau A (tir thé ky XVII-
thé ky XX), Trin Hai Yén dich, Nxb Khoa hoc Xa
hoi,. Ha Noi, tr. 239.

Péng Phap thoi bao, Nam Ky dia phdn,... di la
noi céng bd nhimg ban dich vin hoc du tién,
tr ngu ngdén cua La Fontaine cho dén tiéu
thuyét clia A. Dumas, tir Liéu frai chi di dén
Tam quéc chi.

Viée dich thudt cling chu y dén vin xuéi
nhiéu hon, dac biét 1a truyén ngan, tiéu thuyét,
khac véi truyén thong xem trong tho ca trude
kia. Diéu nay thé hién mot quan niém van hoc
mai — phan énh hién thuc doi séng x4 hoi hon
la van hoc mang tinh chirc ning ciia truyén
théng. Nhu cdu cua thi dén ciing la diéu khién
cac dich gia dic biét quan tim. Chu y dén chic
ning giai tri, quan tim dén céng ching binh
dan nén céac dich gia da phién dich nhiéu loai
tiéu thuyét anh hiung, phiéu luu mao hiém,
kiém hiép. Ngay ca Nam Ky dia phdn, mot to
bao Céng gido cling ¢ phu truong ding nhimg
tiéu thuyét phiéu luu, mao hiém va ca dang
hinh sy nhim gitp cic “khan quan”, doc gia
giai tri, “giai buén” nhu tén mdt muc cua to
bo. Tiéu thuyét ciia A. Dumas rat duoc dich
gia Nam B¢ wa chudng. Le Comte de Monte
Cristo cia A. Dumas di duoc ca Hd Bidu
Chanh va Lé Hoang Muu phéng téc. V& truyén
Tau, loai tiéu thuyét anh hing nhu La Thong
tao Bdc, Ngit hé binh Tdy, Cang Long ha
Giang Nam, ... chiém s6 luong rat Ién & Nam
B¢ do phu hop véi tdm Iy di dan ctiia dan Nam
B va ca nguoi Minh Huong xa xir. Loai thi
hai la loai tiéu thuyét kiém hiép nhu Phong
kiém xudn thu, Giang hé nit hiép, Hau Han tam
hop bdo kiém,... duge ua chudng ca & hai mién
Nam Bic. Loai tiéu thuyét tinh cam x4 hoi, tiéu

thuyét diém tinh nhu Tdy swong ky, Tuyét héng
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I¢ sir, Hong Lau Méng ... rét it thdy 6 Nam B6
trong khi lai duoc déc gia mién Bic rit wa
chudng. Nguyén Vin Ngoc di nhan xét: “Thuc
vdy, ¢ trong Nam thi nguoi ta tranh nhau ma
coi nhiing Ngii hé binh Tay, Ngii hé binh
Nam... con & ngoai Bic thi ngudi ta chi ham
coi Song phwong kp duyén, Luc mdu dow™.
Qua théng ké ciia Nhan Béao, mét nha Viét
Nam hoc ngudi Trung Qudc, ching ta thiy
truong hop cac tiéu thuyét nhu Gdi tra thir cha,
Man hoang kiém hiép, Tiéu hong bao hai thuy,
Giang ho nit hiép cia Nguyén Chanh Sat; Nhi
nit tgo anh himg cua Gabriel V& Lg,... thuc
chét 14 dugc dich tir nhimg tiéu thuyét binh dan
ctia Trung Quéc’.

Nhu vdy ¢ Nam Bo, vé xu hudng dich
thuat, céc loai tiéu thuyét anh hing, tiéu thuyét
da st, tiéu thuyét nghia hiép duoc dich nhidu
hon boi ching phi hop véi thi hiéu va hap din
ddc gia binh dan hon loai tiéu thuyét lang man,
tal tur giai nhan, “ngoén tinh, nhu cam™. Né phan
anh xu hudéng huéng ngoai, thich hanh déng
hon 14 huéng vao ndi tdm cua con ngudi Nam
B§.

Trong dich thuét, nhiéu yéu td6 méi mé do
vin hoé vin minh phuong Tdy dem dén ciing
dugc thé hién. Ni# leu thie quan & Go Cong da
dich Guong nit kiét dé gioi thiéu Roland, mét
ntt anh hing cia nudc Phap. Trong 161 gidi

thiéu, nha van Phan Thi Bach Van, chii nhin

g Vuong Tri Nhan (suu tAm va bién soan) (1996).

Khao vé tiéu thuyét, Nxb Hoi Nha van, Ha Noi,tr.53.
? Claudine Salmon (bién soan) (2004), Tiéu thuyet
truyén thong Trung Quéc & Chau A (tir thé ky XVII-
thé ky XX), Trin Hai Yén dich, Nxb Khoa hoc Xa
hdi,. Ha Ngi, tr. 242-268.

thu quan d3 to ra c6 y thirc kha séu sic vé nir
quyén.

Vén dé tinh duc cling soém duge van hoc
dich Nam Bé chu y, day c6 thé la do Nam Bé
da phuong Tay hoa, dd thi theo kiéu phuong
Téy sém hon, do dé quan niém vé tinh duc
ciing phéng khodng hon so véi mién Béc. Nhu
truong hop phong tic Hwong Thai Can cdi
trang gian ddm ménh phu ciia Lé Hodng Muu
ching han. Pay la tac pham do Tay Hd Ngu 4n
Chi nhan doi Minh viét, timg dugc doan st
than do Lé Quy Pén lam Phé s, mua, doc va
mang vé nudc trong trong chuyén di si Trung
Hoa tir nim 1760 dén cudi nam 1761'°. Nhung
mai dén diu thé ky XX Lé Hoing Muu mdi
dua vao tac phdm nay dé phéng tac thanh tidu
thuyét Nguoi ban ngoc. Tir cbt truyén don gian
cia mot tdc pham von ven cé 23 trang, Lé
Hodng Muu dd xay dung thanh mét tiéu thuyét
phtrc tap voi su miéu ta, phan tich tim 1y tinh
té, sdu sic day dén gén 200 trang.

Vin hoc dich & Nam Bé cuédi thé ky XIX
diu thé ky XX phan anh mét nghich 1y ciia vin
hoc Nam B¢ thoi ky nay. Sém tiép xuic véi
phuong Tay, vin hoc Nam B¢ vira c¢é nhiing
cach tdn méi mé, tdo bao mang tinh tién phong
vira lai chua tich khoi hin nhimg anh huong
sdu dédm cta van hoc Trung Hoa. Y thirc hudng
ngoai, chi trong chiic nang giai tri va quan tim
dén cong ching, dic biét la cong ching binh
dén 13 co s& dé van hoc Nam Bé, dic biét la
van xudi som co nhiing birt pha, cach tan trén

con duong hién dai hod, sém co6 nhiing thanh

1° Pham Ta Chau (1997), Vai suy nght vé tiéu thuyét
tinh duc chir Han cua Viét Nam, tap chi Han Nom,
sd 3, tr.40.
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cong va nhanh chéng duge déng dao doc gia ky thuat viét truyén ngén, tiéu thuyét ciia nude
ung ho. Py 1a mot bude di dang ghi nhan ngoai, dic biét 1a ctia phuong Téy, dé sau nay
trong budc dudng hién dai hoa ctia van hoc dan tro' thanh nhitng nha vian tién phong clia nén
toc. Tur budce dich thuit — phdng tac nay, cac vin hoc mai.

nha van da rén luyén tay nghé viét van, nim bt

TRANSLATED LITERATURE IN COCHINCHINA IN THE LATE 19™ CENTURY
AND IN THE EARLY 20" CENTURY

Vo Van Nhon
University of Social Science of Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT: Being colonized by France, Cocochina (the South of Vietnam) was the region
where Western literature was introduced into earlier than the North. Truong Minh Ky was considered
the first translator of Western literature in Vietnam. His earliest works of translation appeared in 1884.
By the early 20" century, introduced to Vietnamese readers were Western literary works not only of
French origin but also of British, American and Russian origins; not only poetry, prose but also drama.

In the late 19" century, many writers such as Truong Vinh Ky, Huynh Tinh Cua were interested
in Chinese literature. In the first decade of the 20" century, a wide variety of Chinese novels were
translated into Vietnamese, forming a strong movement of translating "truyen Tau” (Chinese fictions).

The remarkable characteristics of the translation of Western literature in Cochinchina were as
follows

- The newspapers and magazines in “Quoc Ngu” (Vietnamese language written in Latin
characters) where the first works of translation were published played very important role.

- The translators were greatly diverse, coming from different social and cultural backgrounds.

- More translation was made on prose. Novels of martial arts, historical stories, novels of heroic
deeds attracted the attention of the translators and the publishers. Therefore, they were translated much
more than romance novels were, because of their compatibility with popular audience.

- By translating the works of Western literature, the writers tried to express new concepls of
humanism, such as women rights, or gender issues.

Translated literature in Cocochina in the late 19" and early 20" centuries reflects a paradox:
Western influences started to leave their marks but the Chinese influence was still strongly engraved.

However, this was a remarkable step in the journey of modernization of national literature. Through
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these early translated works, new literary genres were introduced and Vietnamese readers gradually

became familiar with them. Translation experiences were the first steps for Cocochina writers to

achieve thorough understanding, to learn Western writing techniques and styles, which helped them

become the pioneers of new literature in Vietnam.
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