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SU PHAT TRIEN KINH TE HANG HOA O MY THO THE KY XVII - XVIII

Trin Thuin

Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc Xa hdi va Nhan van, PHQG-HCM

TOM TAT: Tir ddu thé ky XVII, nguoi Viét da dén sinh song trén ving ddat My Tho. Nam 1679,
doan qudn tuéng Trung Hoa do Duwong Ngan Bich ddn ddu dugc chiia Nguyén cho vao My Tho khai
phd ddt dai. Ngweoi Viét, nguci Hoa chung tay lao dgng, bién ving dat My Tho tré thanh rugng vieon,
lang x6m déng dhic. Nguoi Hoa von thao vé thuong nghiép nén chdng bao ldu My Tho tré thanh mét
pho thi sam udt, canh buén ban ngay cang nhon nhip.

Do héi dii nhitng yéu t6 co ban nhi san xudt ra dwge mot khéi heong san phdm déi dao; doi ngil
thuong nhdn xudt hién; mot hé théng giao théng mé réng khdp ving,... nén My Tho nhanh chéng xudt
hién nén kinh té hang héa. Sw hung thinh ciia phé cho My Tho ngay tir cudi thé ky XVII khéi dau tir thée
gao.

Bdy gicr & My Tho da xudt hién mét ng6i cho chuyén kinh doanh théc gao néi tiéng khip Nam bi
la Chg Gao. Phé thi My Tho dwoc dwng lén & noi hop leu gidia séng My Tho va kénh Viing Gii, mot dia
diém hét siec thudn loi cho viéc thong thiong voi cdc trung tdm thwong mai & Dang Trong nhu Cit Lao
Pho, Sai Gon, Phii Xudn,... Ph6 thi My Tho con diegc xem la mét thwong cang quéc 16,

Hau hét cdc chg o Tién Giang déu cé budn ban lia gao. Hé théng cho quanh ving nhie cdc vé
tinh, tao cho My Tho trc thanh trung tam thuong mai lém cé diéu kién dé quan hé véi cdc trung tam
thuong mai khdc ¢ Pang Trong. Théc gao ¢ My Tho con dige xudt khdu ra mede ngodi, nhat la thi
trieong Trung Quéc.

Luc tinh som néi tiéng “nhdt théc nhi cau”. Vinh Long va Pinh Tuong la noi tréng nhiéu cau
hon ca. Cau la mdt hang bdn rdt chay trén thi truong trong nuedc va xudt khdu ra nudc ngodi. My Tho
da nhanh nhay ddp irng nhu cdu thi truong, ngudi nong dan da “chuyén canh héa” nghé vueom, dé réi
“thuong mai hoa” trdi cau nhdm ldng gia tri cua loai néng san nay. Bén canh, My Tho con cung ca“;o
cho thi truong nhiéu san vdt khdc.

C6 thé néi, hang héa & My Tho da gop phan ding ké trong nén kinh té hang hoa ¢ Pang Trong
trong hai thé ky XVII - XVIIL Bén san vt ra ngodi dé mua hang céng nghé phdm tir céc noi mang vé ban

lai cho nguoi dan tiéu dimg la ddic diém néi bét cua thiwong mai My Tho lic bdy gio.

1.Vai nét vé My Tho xwa bing duong thiy, vao cira Tiéu, nguoc song

Ngay tir diu thé ky XVII, lru dén Viét i Tien dén diy; mot bd phén it hon di bing
. -, . ) A 3 A . “n 2
mién Bic, mién Trung nuéc ta di vao sinh dudng bo tir Sai Gon — Beén Nghé, Bién Hoa
= - A .y A - . 3 £
séng trén ving dit My Tho. Ho chi yéu di xuong. Gido su Trdn Vian Giau cho rang, goc

gac ngudi nong dan Luc tinh chi yéu cé ba
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nguon, trong d6 ngudn thir nhit 1a “nhimg
ngudi dan Trung, Bic ban ciing, luu tan hay
mudn trénh cudc phan tranh ddm mau kéo dai
gitra chtia Trinh va chiia Nguyén, tir dau thé ky
XVII di 1an lugt theo gié mua vao ving Pdng
Nai — Ciru Long dé kiém sbng va an than. Ho la
nhitng toan tién phong vii trang bing 6¢ phiéu
lru mao hiém, b?mg can bua, Iudi cay, tim

Tuéi,

Nguoi Viét khai khan dat dai @ My Tho dé
lam néng nghiép. Ching bao lau, cudc séng da
6n dinh, “viéc m& mang ruéng dat, trdng tia
hoa lgi tuu trung déu c6 giéng méi™*

Khoang nira thé ky sau, ngudi Hoa dén My
Tho. Sach Pai Nam thuc luc do Quéc sir quan
trieu Nguyén bién soan cé doan: “Ky mui, nim
thir 31 [1679], mua xudn, thang giéng, tudng cii
nha Minh Ia Long Mén téng binh Duong Ngan
Pich va Phé tuéng Hoang Tién, Cao Lbi Liém,
Téng binh Tran Thuong Xuyén va phé tudéng
Trin An Binh dem hon 3.000 quén va hon 50
chién thuyén dén cac cira bién Tu Dung va Pa
Ning, tr trin 1a bd than*' nha Minh, nghia
khéng chiu lam t6i nha Thanh, nén dén dé xin
lam t6i t6. Bdy gid ban bac ring: Phong tuc
tiéng néi cia ho déu khac, khé bé sai dung,
nhung ho bi thé cling bitc bach dén day thi
khéng n& cu tuyét. Nay dat Pong Phé (tén cb
cia Gia Pinh) nuéc Chan Lap déng ruéng phi
nhiéu nghin dam, tridu dinh chua ri ma kinh 1y,

chi bing nhén ldy sirc cia ho cho dén khai khén

* Tran Van Giau, Nguwoi luc tinh. Trong sach Nam
Bg Xiwra & Nay (2001), tr.160.

% Din theo Nguyén Phic Nghiép, My Tho dai phé,
trong Nam B¢ xwa & Nay (2001), tr.37.

*! B t6i vi nudc mit trdn ra ngoai.

dé &, lam mot viéc ma loi ba diéu. Chua theo i
ban, bén sai dat yén uy lao khen thudng, trao
cho quan chirc khién dén & dét Pong Phé. Lai
c4o du nuéc Chén Lap ring nhu thé la c6 y
khéng d& nudéc Chan Lap ra ngoai. Bon Ngan
Pich dén cia khuyét ta on dé di. Binh thuyén
ciia Ngan Dich va Hoang Tién vao cira L6i Lap
(nay thudc Gia Dinh), dén dong & Ban Lan (nay
thudc Bién Hoa). Ho v& dit hoang, dung phé xa,
thuyén buén ciia nguoi Thanh va cac nuée Tay
Duong, Nhét Ban, Cha Va di lai tép ndp, do do
ma phong héa Han [phong héa van minh] thim

dan vao dat Péng Phé™".

Theo sy sip xép cia chia Nguyén véi
quéc vwong Chan Lap thi quin tuéng cua
Duong Ngan Dich vao My Tho, quin tudng
Tran Thuong Xuyén di vao ving cira Can Gio
(Ba Ria) dén viing Nong Nai (Bién Hoa, Pong
Nai). Ho Duong “déng dinh trai & My Tho, roi
dung nha cua, tu 1ap nguoi Kinh nguci Thuong
két thanh chom xém...”*, 1am cho ving dit nay
thay da ddi thit. Nguoi Hoa c6 thé manh vé
thuong nghiép nén chang bao lau, My Tho tr&
thanh mot pho thi sim udt, canh buén ban ngay
cang nhén nhip. Trinh Hoai Duc trong sach
Gia Dinh thanh théng chi cho biét, Phia nam
tru s& dinh trai cia Duong Ngan Dich 1a phé
thi 1én My Tho, mét “cho phé lém, nha ngoi
cot cham, dinh cao chiia réng, ghe thuyén cdc

nga séng, bién dén dau dong diic, la mét chon

*2 Quéc sir quan triéu Nguyén (2002), Pai Nam thire
luc, Tdp 1, r91.

“ Nguyé&n Pinh Diu (1992), C hé do cong dién cong
thé trong lich sir khan hoang ldp ép o Nam Ky luc
tinh, tr. 69.
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d6 héi, rdt phon hoa, huyén ndo”"*. Nhiéu lang
xd dd nhanh chéng moc lén xung quanh khu
vuc My Tho* tao nén mét bd mit méi trén
ving dat nay.

Nam 1731, dang lic triéu dinh Chén Lap
rbi ren, thu linh Sa Tét (ngudi Lao) dem quéan
cuép phé, giét hai dan ching. Chiia Nguyén
Phic Chu dua quan giup dep yén giic, vua
Chan Lap Nic Tha ta on bing viéc cit nhuong
ving Me Sa (tirc My Tho) va Long Ho. Nam
sau, 1732, chia Nguyén chia d4t phia nam dinh
Phién Trén dat lam chau Pinh Vién, lap dinh
Long Hb & xtr Céi B, goi 1a Cai Bé Dinh.

Nam 1772, My Tho thudéc dao Truong
Pbn. Nam 1779 dao Truong Pén duogc nang
Ién thanh dinh Truong Pén. Nam 1781, dinh
Trudng don lai dbi tén thanh dinh Trén Dinh.
Pén nam 1785, do yéu cau ctia Nguyén Anh
trong cudc chién véi Tay Son, hai van quén
Xiém da tran sang va bién noi day thanh bai
chién truong. Phé x4 bj tan phé, cia ci bi cuép
béc, My Tho dai phé tré nén tiéu didu. Thuong
nhén & dy hau hét déu chuyén Ién lam n & Sai
Gon — Bén Nghé. Nam 1788, mic du duoc
khéi phuc dén, nhung My Tho khéng con nhén
nhip nhu trude. Nam 1792, chia Nguyén cho
doi ly s¢ dinh Tran Dinh v& chg My Tho thudc
thén My Chanh*, va ciing tai ddy chiia Nguyén
da cho xéy dung thanh Trin Dinh*’.

* Trinh Hoai Dirc, Gia Dinh thanh thong chi, Tap
ha, tr. 119.

* Thai Trén lap lang An Hoa (sau d6i 1a Thanh Tri),
Nguyén Vin Trudc lap lang Diéu Hoa..

* Khu vyc Cho Cii thudc phudng 2, 3 va phuong 8,
thanh phd My Tho, tinh Tién Glang ngay nay.

“’ Thanh dugc xay theo do hoa kién triic ciia ong
Trén Vin Hoc.

Thang Giéng nim Mau Thin (1808) vua
Gia Long cho di thanh tran Dinh Tuong, lanh
1 phu, 3 huyén, 6 tong.

Niam 1826, vua Minh Mang lai cho doi ly
s& trdn Dinh Tudng sang phia tdy séng Bao
Dinh thudc hai thén Piéu Héa va Binh Tao cia
huyén Kién Hung®, phu Kién An, tinh Dinh
Tudng. Ciing trong ndm ndy, 6ng Duong Tén
Tuyén l1ap mot ngdi chg bén canh thanh mdi tai

khu vuc chg My Tho ngay nay.

Cubi thé ky XIX, thuc dan Phép cho xdy
dung tuyén dudng sit dai 71 km néi My Tho
v6i Sai Gon®. Tuyén dudng nay gép phan tich
cuc trong su phét trién kinh té ving Dong bing
séng Ciru Long néi chung, My Tho — Binh
Tudng noi riéng.

M3y Tho ludn Ia trj s&, tinh li tinh Dinh
Tudng va dén nam 1900 tré thanh tinh 1j tinh
MY Tho khi tinh nay dugc thanh lap.

Sach Gia Dinh thanh thong chi viét ring,
phong tuc xir My Tho ciing gibng véi tran
Phién An. Nguoi huyén Kién Ding chuyén
viéc ruéng vuon, tuy khong thiéu nguoi trung
diing thyc tha, ma ciing khéng it trém cudp 4n
nip. Pat huyén Kién Hung nira rudng, nira
vuon, dan chuyén nghé cay rugng va trong dau
nuéi tam, c6 nhidu si phu diing cam tiét nghia.
Huyén Kién Hoa dét ruéng mau md, nhin mut
mét khong thdy ranh bo*, nén nguoi & day liy

A Y . £ P . o
ngh€ néng lam goc, trong nha cé vua chia

* Nay thuc cdc phudng 1, 4 va phuéng 7, thanh
pho My Tho, tinh Tién Giang.

* Tuyén duong nay dugce khanh thanh ngay 20
thang 7 ndm 1885 va bj pha hong vao thoi chng
Phap.

% Ngudi ta con néi vi von cach khac 1a "Rudng co
bay théng canh, ché chay bet dii".
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tréng nip’' laa gao tran ddy, lai c6 dic tinh
trung hau cin kiém, va lam viéc nghia, séng
yén vui, la noi luu gilr dugc phong tuc doi xua
vy,

Cung véi su c6 mat cia ngudi Hoa va
ngudi Khmer, lwu dan Viét dén ving dit Dong
bing song Ciru Long ngdy cang dong, ho
chung tay khai khin va nhanh chéng bién viing
d4t nay tré thanh mot ving méi sinh trit pha.
Hang loat cho va thi tir moc lén. Pén cudi thé
ky XVIII, ¢ viing dit Nam bd nuéc ta ngay nay
da hinh thanh nén nhiéu trung tim budn béan
sam uét. Phé thi My Tho la mét trung tim
thuong mai ndi tiéng bén canh d6 hoi Gia Pinh
va phé thi Sai Gon, Nong Nai dai phé (trc Cu
Lao Phé), phé thi Ha Tién,...

2. Kinh té hang héa & My Tho trong hai thé
ky XVII - XVIII

Dé c6 nén kinh té hang hoa, phai cé mot
nén san xuat tao ra duge mot khdi luong san
phdm dbi dao, khong chi dép mg nhu cau tiéu
dung tai chd mé con déi ra @ cung cép cho cac
dia phuong khac. Ké dén, phai c6 mét doi ngii
thuong nhén, nhiing nguoi chuyén lam nhiém
vu trung gian trao d6i. Va roi, phai c¢6 mot hé
thdng giao théng va phuong tién van chuyén,...

My Tho dd héi di ba yéu td co ban trén
day.

Kinh té & My Tho chu yéu la kinh té néng

nghiép, song do nhiing didu kién thuan loi (ca

' Tire cai bd laa, dung ca tang lam vich boc tron
xung quanh, trong long bd ken lot la trim, trén
khong c6 nip day nhung van dat trong nha chd
khong phai ngoai troi nhu nhiéu ngudi hiéu lam.

? Trinh Hoai Pirc, Gia Dinh thanh théng chi, Tdp
ha, tr. 147.

chti quan lan khach quan) nén sém mang tinh
chét ctia nén kinh té hang héa.

Trude hét, My Tho ¢6 duoc yéu té tu nhién
thuan loi, dét dai mau md, dién tich trong lia
nhanh chéng dwoc mé rong”. Luu dan Viét &
phia Béc vao c¢6 kinh nghiém trong lta nuéc lau
ddri cong voi tri thite ndng nghiép ¢ ving dit méi
tiép thu duoc tir cur dén tai chd, ho d tim ra dugc
phuong thirc canh tac trén loai d4t méi mét céch
sang tao va c6 hiéu qua. Trinh Hoai Pirc cho biét,
“G trdn Vinh Thanh toan la ruéng bau khong
diing trdu cay duge, phai doi bic cudi ha déu
thu, c6 nuée mwa ddy day, phdt bo cdy ling
(ndin), cdy ldc, kéo cé be bo, réi trang dat cdy
ma. Ddt day diing la rdt phi nhiéu, cir mét héc
liia giéng & ddy thu hoach dwgc 300 hic hia. O
trdn Dinh Tucng, chi huyén Kién Pdng co
rugng bau ngdp nudc, bo cong thu lgi ciing
bdng ruéng ¢ Vinh Thanh, ngodi ra la rung
cay trdu, nhung lia gdt ciing boi thu™*,

Pét dai mau m& cong voi kinh nghiém san
xuét ctia luu déan, gitp cho Péng bang séng Ciru
Long cung véi Bong Nam b sém trd thanh mot
vua laa 16n. Théc gao 1am ra nhiéu, khong chi
dap {mg nhu cAu tai chd ma con ban ra cic xir &
Pang Trong, nhét 1a Thuan Ho4, thdm chi ban ra
ca nudc ngoai. Cubi thé ky XVII, My Tho da tré
thanh m6t trong nhiing trung tdm thuong mai lén
ctia ca Nam bd lic by gio.

Kinh t& My Tho nhanh chéng tré thanh
nén kinh té hang héa, sy hung thinh cia phd

%3 Theo théng ké, ndm 1806 toan tinh Dinh Tuéng
¢6 313 thén va 1 4p (trong d6 c6 43 thon méi lap).
> Trinh Hoai Duc. Gia Dinh thanh théng chi, Tap
ha, muc Vdt san chi [1a].
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chg My Tho ngay tir cudi thé ky XVII khoi dau
tir théc gao. Bdy gio & My Tho (Tién Giang
ngay nay) da xut hién mot ngdi chg chuyén
kinh doanh théc gao nbi tiéng khip Nam bo la
Cho Gao. Cho do éng Huynh Vin Gidng lap
duéi thoi vua Canh Hung (1744 - 1786)%.
Nhiéu cho khac nhu chg Luong Phu, chg
Thanh Son, chg Go Céng, chg An Binh,... cling
12 nhing noi buén ban gao c6 tiéng.

Chg phé 16n M§ Tho dugc dung lén & noi
hop luu gilta séng My Tho va kénh Viing Gu.
Day la mot dia diém hét stic thuan lgi cho viée
trao d6i budn ban. N6 ¢6 stic thu hut, quy tu cac
loai ghe thuyén mang vat luc tir céc dia phuong
khac dén day, va tir d6 ma toa di khdp noi, dic
biét 1a thong thuong véi céc trung tdm thuong
mai khic & Pang Trong nhu Cii Lao Phé, Sai
Gén, Phii Xuan,... Tir My Tho, ghe thuyén c6
thé ngugc song Tién vé hudng tay 1én Cai Lay,
Cii Bé rdi di dén tan Cao Mién; xudi song Tién
vé phia déng dén Cho Gao, Go Céng, rdi ra Cira
Tiéu, sau d6 dén chg Sai Gon hay ra tan Phu
Xuan; hodc theo kénh Viing Gi qua Vam Co
Tay, Bén Lirc dén cho Sai Gon. Trinh Hoai Dic
viét: “pham thuyén budn cdc noi qua lai phai
ddu nghi ¢ song My Tho, héng mat, xem trdng,
doi con nude 1én, thudn dong Ién tdy hay xuong
dong"®. Phé cho My Tho con duge xem 1a mét
thuong cang c6 quan hé buén bén véi nuéde

ngoai. Ngoai nhimg thuong thuyén trong nuéc

% Nay thugc xa Binh Phan, huyén Chg Gao. Nguyén
Phic Nghiép (2003), Kinh té nong nghiép Tién
Giang thé ky XIX, tr. 59.

% Trinh Hoai Pitc (1972), Gia Dinh thanh théng chi,
Tap thugng, tr.56.

dén bubn ban & My Tho, con c6 thuyén bé cac
nuéc dén giao dich mua ban®’.

Cho Luong Phu (tirc cho Bén Tranh) cdch
tran khong xa (vé phia déng khoang hon 14
dam), quan xa doéng duc,... Diu cho phia déong
¢6 Bén Chua, & d6 déu 13 nhitng nha ¢ bén lia
gao, thuyén bé di mua gao do d6 thuong nhém
& day, ciing goi 1a cai chg 16n®,

Chg Hung Loi (tirc chg Viing Gu) & phia
nam séng Bao Pinh, phd x4 lién nhau nhu vy
ca. Cho trong ra song 16n, ké qua lai thuong
ddu thuyén & day doi con nudc 1én rdi theo
dong nuéc di xubng dong hay 1a lén tdy, cho
nén trén séng c6 nhiéu xudng chd ban db in,
trong ay ¢6 ngudi ban thit lon lude chin goi la
thit Bai Dép, vi lang Bai Pép thudc huyén
Quang Pién, kinh d6 Phii Xuan chuyén nghé

lam heo ban thit ma cé cach ludc #n rit ngon

- béo, ngudi & chg ndy bét chudc lam theo, ciing

goi 14 thit B4i Pap...”.

Héu hét nhimg cho & Tién Giang déu c6
budn ban lua gao. Hé thong chg quanh ving
nhu cac vé tinh da tao cho My Tho tré thanh
mét trung tdm thuong mai lén c6 diéu kién dé
quan hé véi cac trung tdm thuong mai khac &

Pang Trong.

57 TS. Nguyén Phic Nghi¢p din séch Lich triéu tap
ky, Tép I cia Ngb Cao Lang cho biét, dén buén ban
tai My Tho c6 thé c6 thuong thuyén cua Trung Hoa,
ngudi Tdy Duong, ngudi Nhat Ban va ngudi Cha Va.
Hién & My Tho c6 dja danh Bau Xiém, & Bén Tre c6
gidng Nhat Ban, mét s noi khac cé xém Ba Ba, x6m
Ci LA,... ¢6 thé 1a ddu 4n cho thdy su c6 mit cia
ngudi Xiém, ngudi Nhat, nguoi Java, ngudi Mién
Dién trén ving dét ndy. (My Tho dai phé, Sdd).

*® Trinh Hoai Dirc (1972), Gia Djnh thanh théng chi,
Tép ha, tr.121.

* Trinh Hoai Dirc (1972), Gia Dinh thanh thong chi,
Tép ha, tr.195,
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Théc gao duoc dua ra ban ¢ Phi Xuén —
Thuan Héa véi khéi lugng Ién. Theo Lé Quy Dén
thi, mién Gia Pinh c6 nhiéu théc lta, hang nim,
clr dén thang 11 va thang Chap, ngudi ta thuong
xay, gid théc lia thanh gao dem di ban lay tién dé
tiéu diing vao nhimg 18 tiét chap. Nhiing lic binh
thuong, nguoi ta chuyén cho gao thdc ra ban tai
thanh Phi Xuan dé ddi chéc hay mua sim nhimg
hang véc nhiéu, triu doan® ciia ngudi Tau. Tir
do, gidi thuong budn chuyén kinh doanh thoc gao
duge hinh thanh. Nhiing nguoi nay thuong di
thuyén 16n tir mién Trung vao neo d4u tai céc cira
bién hoic tai cac thuong cang, phf) cho 16m; rdi
cho thuyén nhé di khap noi dé thu mua théc gao.
Dién hinh 14 Trim Chim (hay Pdng Cham),
ngudi thén Chinh Hoa, chdu B& Chénh, khoang
tir ndm 1760 tré di, da nhiéu 1an vio Gia Dinh
buén thoc gao®.

Nhu da néi trén, thée gao ctia Pdng bang
song Ciru Long néi chung, My Tho néi riéng,
con duoc xuit khiu ra nudc ngoai, nhét 1a thi
truong Trung Qude. L& Qiy Dén ciing cho biét,
tai phtt Gia Dinh, Ita théc khong biét bao nhiéu
ma ké, cic khach buén ngudi Tau thudng téi

nhimg noi 4y mua ban da quen thugc, ai ciing

% Triru doan 12 logi vai c6 chit lugng tét twong ty
nhu lua lanh, la, xen the,... thuong duge ding dé
may quan phuc. Vi tinh than doc lap, muon dan
chung Pang Trong mang y phuc riéng dé phan biét
voi Dang Ngoai, Nguyén Phiic Khodt hiéu du ring,
dia phuong nay tir trude ciing chi tuin theo quéc tuc,
nay kinh ving thuong dirc, dep yén coi bién, trong
ngoai nhu nhau, chinh tri va phong tuc cung nén
théng nhit. Néu con co ngudi mac quan do kiéu
ngudi khic thi nén déi theo thé ché ctia nude nha.
Doi may y phyc thi theo tuc nudc ma thong dung vai
lua, duy c6 quan chirc thi méi cho ding xen the, la,
triru doan, con gim véc va céc thir hoa rong phm;mg
thi nhét thiét khong dugc quen théi cii dung can.

°! Lé& Quy Pon, Phii bién tap luc, Tap 1, tr.441.

tm tic khen ngoi®2. Thang 6 nam 1789, Nguyén
Anh cho phép céc thuong gia Trung Quéc dén
mua gao ¢ Gia Dinh; dbi lai, ho mang sit, gang,
luu huynh, vén 14 nhitng nguyén liéu dé ché tao
vii khi, téi ban®... Vao nhiing nam 90 ciia thé ky
XVIII, hang nim c6 khoang 12.000 tan théc gao
da dugc ban ra nudc ngoai boi cac thuong budn
Trung Quéc* va Nguyén Anh con ding théc
gao d& lap quan hé chinh tri — ngoai giao véi
mét sé nudc nhu Trung Quée, Siam, Macau,
Philippines, An D§, Batavia, Malacca®®, Cac tac
gia cua sach Pai Nam thuc lyc ciing thira nhan:
“Nhitng ngwoi Minh Huong theo Duong Ngan
Pich va Tran Thuong Xuyén da vao My Tho,
Ban Lan (thuge Gia Pinh va Pinh Tuong) vé
dat hoang, dung phé xd, thuyén budn nguoi
Thanh va cdc nude Tdy Duong, Nhdt Ban, Cha
Va di lai tap ngp™*

Viéc budn béan lta gao thudng dién ra mét
cach nhdén nhip tai noi hop luu cua cac con
song hodc cira bién. Lé Quy Pén viét: “Néu
cho thuyén di mién duéi thi nguoi ta sé vao
Cita Tiéu, Cira Dai. Dén day nguoi ta thdy
rhuyén cua dan xum xit ké nhau td]o ndp tai
bén. Va viéc buén bdn lia gao bdt dau. Hai
bén mua va ban thuong luwgng voi nhau ban
dinh gia ca xong réi, bdy gio, nguoi bdn sai

cdc tré nhé hay nguci khudn vdc hia gao xuong

%1 Quiy Don, Phu bién tap luc, Tap 1, tr. 418.

% Qubc sir quén triéu Nguyén (1998), Quéc triéu
chinh bién toat yéu, 1r.29.

#  P.Vial trong Les premiéres années de la
Cochinchine. Din theo Tran Ngoc Dinh (1970), Ché
d¢ s hitu rudng ddt lom & Nam B¢ thoi Phdp théng
tri, Tap chi Nghién ctru lich su, so 132, tr.83.

% Dian theo Nguyén Phic Nghiép (2003), Kinh té
nong nghiép Tien Giang thé  ky XIX, tr.55.

% Québc sir quén triéu Nguyén (1962), Dai Nam thyc
luc, Tdp 1, tr. 125.
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thuyén nguoi mua. Cir | tién mua dwoc 16 ddu
thoc, cir hrong theo bat b&ng miéng ma dan
gian thuong dinmg ¢ cdc dia phuong thi bat
bdng 30 bat cria nha mede. Gid ré nhie vay, cdc
noi chwa timg coé, gao nép vira trdng viea
deo™’,

Diéu kién tu nhién thuin loi ciing gép
phin hinh thanh noi ddy “miét vuon” véi
nhimg vuon cdy trai sum sué, dac biét la nhimg
vuon cau sai trai. Luc tinh sém ndi tiéng 1a
ving “nhat théc nhi cau”, trong d6, hai tinh
Vinh Long va Pinh Tudng 1a noi trong nhidu
cau hon ci. Bay gio ¢ Dinh Tudng di hinh
thanh nhirng khu vuon chuyén canh cau. Trinh
Hoai Pirc néi 16, “O hai huyén Kién Diing va
Kién Hung nha nao ciing ¢6 vuom cau sum sué,

»68

twa nhu rung™”. Tac gia sach Gia Pinh thanh
théng chi cling cho biét thém, & cho An Binh
(chg Céi Be), ngudi ta “chdt chita hot cau, dé
cho ban cho nguoi buén o Sai Gon™.

Cau 12 mdt mit hang néng nghiép bén rat
chay trén thi truong. Hoi nura sau thé ky XVIII,
cau khéng chi dé tiéu ding néi dia ma con dugc
xuat khau. Cau tir chg An Binh duoc xuit sang
Cao Mién, rdi sau d6 qua Xiém La va nhidu
nuée khac,... C6 thé néi, miét vuon & Tién
Giang, d4 nhanh nhay dap tmg dugc nhu ciu cta
thi truong. Ngudi néng dan da “chuyén canh
héa” nghé vuon, dé rdi “thuong mai héa” trai
cau nhim tang gi4 tri ciia loai néng san nay. C6

I& vi thé ma trong Gia Dinh thanh théng chi

 Lé Qiy Pon (1972), Phi bién tap luc, Tdp 1,
tr.197.

% Trinh Hoai Dirc (1972), Gia Pinh thanh théng chi,
Tap thugng, tr.62,68.69.

% Trinh Hoai Bic (1972), Gia Pinh thanh théng chi,
Tap thirong, tr.62.

Trinh Hoai Pirc danh hin mét muc “vién”
(vuom) dé néi vé cay cau.

Sau théc gao, cau la mdt hang néng san
dimg hang thtr hai dugc tiéu thy manh trén thi
truong. Christophoro Borri, mét gido si nguoi
Y da séng tai Pang Trong tir ndm 1618 dén
nam 1622, viét lai trong héi ky ciia minh nhu
sau: “Cau la ngucin loi lon o xir nay, cé vuon
cau thi ciing nhir ¢ xir chung ta cé rudng nho
va rugng 6 liu vay”™. Li Tana khi nghién ctru
tinh hinh kinh té Pang Trong ciing da két luan
“... lua va cau la 2 mdt hang chi lyc cia Tién
Giang duoc buén bdn trén thi truong. Théc
gao Tién Giang ndi riéng, vimg Gia Dinh néi
chung, tro thanh hang hda, dwgc bdn di khdp
noi sém nhat la tie dau thé ky XVIIP™.

Theo Lé Quy Poén thi dén cic dia phuong
mién Dong Nai — Gia Pinh thuong khéng hai
cau. Ho dé cho trai cau tu gia rli ¢ trén céy, sau
dé ho chi lugm nhit hat cau dem xudng ban
cho céc khach buén nguéi Tau’™. Cac thuong
nhén nay thu mua cau dem vé Quang Péng bén
cho ngudi ta an thay thir tra phu (ché triu). Ta
biét ring, hat cau v&i ham luong ta nanh cao,
rat can cho cdng nghiép nhuém va thudc gia
dang phat trién manh & chau Au hdi thé ky
XVII, nén cau la mét mat hang duoc cac
thuong nhdn chau Au mua véi khéi luong
I6n™. L& Van Nam khi dé& cap dén “San xudt

hang héa va thwong nghiép Nam BG thé ky

" Borri, Cristophoro (1998), Xt Dang Trong ndm
1621, 1.27.

™ Li Tana (1999), Xir Dang Trong — Lich stt, kinh té,
xd hgi Vigt Nam thé ky 17 va 18, tr.123.

" Lé Quy Don, (1973), Pht bién tap luc, Tap 2, tr.
442,

7 Thach Phuong — Poan Tir (CB) (1991), Dia chi
Bén Tre, Nxb. Khoa hoc xi héi, Ha Néi, tr.343.
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XVII - XIX” da cung cép mot chi tiét tha vi vé
van dé nay: Nam 1799, Olivier, mdt ngudi
Phap danh thué cho Nguyn Anh, ché mit
thuyén cau sang ban tai Malacca (Singapore)™.
Khéng chi c6 gao va cau, My Tho va
Pdng bing séng Ciru Long néi chung con cé
nhiimg mit hang khac dé trao ddi. Lé Quy Pén
trong Phu bién tap luc ghi lai truong hop Trim
Cham — ngudi Bic B6 Chinh “Pi buén ban &
Gia Pinh chii yéu mua théc, mdc ca thanh gid
thi nguci ban tw sai nguci nha khudn hang
xudng thuyén. Mot tién qui mua duwgc 16 ddu
thée, méi ddu bdng 3 bat quan déng. Gid thoc
ré chua noi nao dwoe nhie thé. Gao nép, gao té
déu tring déo, tom cd rdt to béo, dn khéng hét.
Ddn dia phuong lujc qua réi phoi khé dé
ban”™. Nghta 13 bén canh vié

¢ ban thoc gao va
hat cau khd, nguoi Gia Pinh con nudi tom,
dénh b4t va lam tdm khé dé ban cho cac noi
khéc. Ca kho va mim ciing nhiéu va tré thanh
mdt trong nhimg mat hang ban chay trén thi
truong, nhat 1a Sai Gon. Sach Gia Dinh thanh
théng chi cung cdp thém nhimg théng tin vé
nhitng mat hang ngoai cau va lta: Cho Thanh
Son “cé chg quan tri mat, ddan cw chuyén
nghiép cay ruéng, dét ciri, ghe thuyén t6i lui,
thanh mét dé héi”, con chg An Binh, tuc goi la
cho Cai Bé, ciing “cé chg qudn trit mat, nhiéu
nha phit hj, chdt chira hot cau @ cho ban cho

nguoi buén ¢ Sai Gon; lai ché tao nhiéu cdi

™ Lé Van Nam (1988), “San xudt hang héa va
thuong nghiép Nam B9 thé ky XVII-XIX"..

5 L& Quy Pén, (1973), Phi bién tap luc, Tap 2,
1r.222.

lan ghe, chira béng vdi, vo cdy, cd kho dé di
thuong mdi & Cao Mién™,

Néng san con duge ché bién thanh nhimg
san phim khéc dé ban ra thi truong. Dt Gia
Dinh nbi tiéng v& ruou. Trinh Hoai Pic viét:
“Vé ruou thi ruwgu Thach Than thuéc Bién
Hoa; Tdn Nhudn thuéc Phién An; Sa Khdu
thupc Pinh Tuong va Long H6 ¢ Vinh Thanh la
ngon nhdt, ti truede, ghe tau thuong mua nhiéu
ché vé kinh lam qua quy, tiéng la ruou Néng
Na””,

C6 thé noéi, hang héa & My Tho néi riéng,
Péng bing song Ciru Long néi chung di gép
phén dang ké trong nén kinh té hang hoéa hét strc
nang dong & Pang Trong trong hai thé ky XVII -
XVIIL Bén san vat ra ngoai dé& mua hang cong
nghé phdm tir cic noi, nhét 13 & Sai i
Nai mang vé bén lai cho nguoi dén tiéu ding
trong cudc séng hang ngay 1a dic diém nbi bat
ctia thuong mai My Tho lic bay gid. Sai Gon —
Chg Lén 12 mét trong nhimg trung tim ddu moi
cung tmg céc loai nguyén vét liéu, va hang tiéu
ding cho ca ving Pdng bang séng Ciru Long.
Tinh chét hang héa ctia nén kinh té My Tho néi
riéng, Pong bang song Ciru Long néi chung da
gop phén lam cho cudc séng ciia nhin dan noi
day, nhét 1a cu dén & nhimg trung tam thj trén,
thi tir nhanh chong kha 1én véi nhimg tién nghi
phong phu.

Mat trong nhimg yéu t6 gop phin lam cho
vung d4t ndy sém thing hoa 1a hé théng séng

ngoi, kénh rach. Mang ludi séng ngoi, kénh rach

7 Trinh Hoai Dic (1972), Gia Dinh thanh théng chi.
Tap thuong, tr.61-62.

™ Trinh Hoai Dac (1972), Gia Dinh thanh théng chi,
Tép ha, tr.158.
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& Nam b ching chit, khong chi déng vai tro
quan trong trong san Xuét néng nghiép ma con 1a
hé théng giao théng chu dao vao nhimg thé ky
truée. Bay gid, giao théng duong bd rat han ché,
nén duong thuy déng vai tro chinh yéu trong
viéc van chuyén, tdp trung hang héa tir cic dia
phuong dén cac trung tim roi tir cac trung tim
kinh té lén toa ra khap \;ﬁng, ra nuéc ngoai va
nguoc lai.

Hai con kénh Viing Gu, kénh Mdi rach
Chanh (kénh Ba Béo) duoc dao md, di khién
cho hé théng giao thong dudng thity tré nén rat
tién loi. By gid, & My Tho — Tién Giang ¢6 3
tuyén duong séng va 2 tuyén dudng bién hoat
déng kha nhén nhip.

1. Pudng song:

e Tuyén My Tho — Kénh Viing Gui — Séng
Vam C6 Ty — Thu Thira — Bén Lirc — Chg
Pém — Rach Cat — Sai Gon.

e Tuyén Go Céng — Cén Giuge — Rach Cat
— Sai Gon.

e Tuyén Cai Lay — Kénh Méi rach Chanh
— Séng Vam Co Tay — Thu Thira — Bén Lic —
Cho BPém — Rach Cat — Sai Gon.

2. Puong bién:

e Tuyén My Tho — Cho Gao — Go Cong —
Cira Tiéu — Cira Can Gio — Sai Gon.

e Tuyén My Tho — Chg Gao — Go Cong —
Cira Tiéu — Bién Péng — Cira Tu Hién hay Cira
Thuan An — Phi Xuén™.

Nhim phuc vu cho hoat dong vén chuyén

hang héa, tai My Tho — Tién Giang c6 nhiéu co

™ Dén theo Nguyén Phic Nghiép (2003), Kinh té
néng nghiép Tien Giang, tr.47-48

s¢ dong ghe thuyén ra doi. Liic 4y, tai cho Céi
Bé (An Binh Pdng) nguoi din da dong dugc
nhiing chiéc ghe 16n dé di buén ban dén tén Cao
Mién va ra tan Phu Xuén trong mét thoi gian
dai. Pay 1a loai phuong tién hiru hidu nhét cho
cudc giao thuong khi ma duong bd van chi la
“nhimg con duong danh cho nhimg nguoi di
bo”. Nghé déng ghe thuyén ¢ day di nhanh
chéng phat trién, dap tmg kip thdi cho nhu cAu
trao d6i hang héa gitta My Tho — Tién Giang véi
cac ving mién, va nhu thé ciing cé nghia gop
phin vao hoat déng ngoai thuong cia Pang
Trong.

3. Thay loi két

Piu thé ky XVII, luu dan Viét di dén My
Tho. Véi kinh nghiém va bang sur can ci, sang
tao, ho dd nhanh chéng bién ving dét nay
thanh mdt méi sinh xa hoi day tiém ning va
tam yén long noi vén la “dét khach qué ngudi”.
Cong cudc “Bai Thanh phuc Minh” khéng
thanh, khién nhimg ngudi Hoa dén day va duei
su diéu hanh cia Téng binh Duong Ngan Dich,
M§ Tho sém tré thanh noi d6 hoi.

Su cong cu ciia ba tdc nguoi Viét — Hoa —
Khmer di tao dung cho My Tho mét guong
mat méi. Cung v6i Thanh Ha, Héi An, Nudc
Min & mién Trung, cdc trung tim thuong mai &
ving dét méi Nam bd nhu Sai Gon, Ci Lao
Pho, Ha Tién va My Tho lan Iuot hinh thanh,
tao nén mét thi trudng ddy ning dong cho ca
Dang Trong véo nhitng thé ky XVII - XVIIL

Tir rat sém, kinh té My Tho d& mang tinh
hang héa, c6 su két hop giira ndi thuong véi
ngoai thuong. Hang hoéa tir My Tho di téa di

nhiéu noi, cung cép cho thi trudng Nam bb, ra
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tin Pht Xuén, 1én dén Cao Mién va sang ca
Trung Quéc, Nhit Ban, chau Au,... Su nang
déng cua kinh té hang héa My Tho da gop
phan déng ké cho sur chuyén minh ciia nén kinh
té bang Trong, di tir kinh té tu cép tu tic sang
nén kinh té thi truong mét cach rd nét, d&é c6
thé hoa vao ludng thuong mai Péng Tay dang
dién ra manh mé& vao hai thé ky XII va XVIII.

Tuy nhién, c6 thé nhén thdy ring, thé ky
XVII thuong mai & My Tho méi chi dimg lai ¢
hoat dong ndi thuong va nho 1&, mai dén cudi
thé ky XVII, dau thé ky XVIII, khi Pdng bing
séng Ciru Long bt ddu trong lua véi sé luong
16n thi hoat dong mua ban gao mdi dién ra
manh mé va viéc xuit khau laa gao ra nudc
ngoai moéi thuc sy déng vai trd quan trong
trong nén kinh té & My Tho noi.riéng, Nam b
noi chung.

Su phat trién ciia kinh té hang héa & My
Tho dd gitp cho ngudi dan noi day cé didu
kién dé nang cao doi séng, tiép cin nhanh
chéng véi nén van minh khéng chi duoc tao ra
tr trong nudc ma con ¢é su du nhédp tir bén
ngoai vio, ca phuong Péng lin phuong Tay.
Piy c6 thé xem la mot trong nhimg nén ting

cho su phit trién ctia My Tho — Tién Giang néi

riéng, Pdng bing séng Ciru Long va Nam bd
néi chung vao cac thé ky sau; ddng thdi ciing
gop phan khéng nho tao nén tinh céch rit riéng
cua con nguoi Nam b va ciling 1a cosé tao nén
nhimg nét vin héa dic séc cua ving dit mai
nay.

Sai Gon — My Tho da timg ndi két véi
nhau biang con dudng sat lich sir vao cubi thé
ky XIX. Con dudng cao téc Thanh phd H Chi
Minh — My Tho vira méi hinh thanh, sé la diéu
kién thuan lgi hon nita cho nén kinh té My Tho
—Ddng bang séng Ciru Long phit trién.

My Tho da timg dugc ménh danh 1a Bai
phé, xéc 1ap mbi quan hé thuong mai véi nhiéu
trung tim phd thi va dé hoi trong qua khr lau
dai. My Tho Pai phd da timg la mét thuong
hiéu ndi tiéng bén canh Néng Nai Pai phd, rat
dbi tw hao ctia ngudi Viét Nam néi chung, Nam
bo néi riéng. Thanh phé My Tho ngay nay
dang ra sirc phat huy thé manh ciia minh 1a mét
trung tdm kinh té van héa Ién & Pdng bing
song Ciru Long va trong ca nudc. Thuong hiéu
Mgy Tho Dai phé s& khéng mét di bai, My Tho
da va dang gép phan dic lyc cho su thanh céng
cua ca nudc trong cong cude cong nghiép hoa —

hién dai h6a nuéc nha.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMODITY ECONOMY IN MY THO
IN THE SEVENTEENTH AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

Tran Thuan

University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT: Since the early seventeenth century, the Vietnamese came to live on My Tho land.
In 1679, Chinese army generals led by Duong Ngan Dich was allowed to explore My Tho land by
Nguyen king. The Vietnamese collaborated with the Chinese on making My Tho land turn into farms
and crowded villages. Because the Chinese people were good at business, My Tho soon became a
crowded town with more and more developing trade.

As duly met were basic factors such as a rich quantity of products being produced, the
appearance of team traders, the transportation system expanding throughout the region etc., My Tho
quickly gained trade. The flourishing of My Tho started from paddy rice since the end of the seventeenth
century.

At that time, My Tho got appearance of a business market specializing on grain, which was
called Cho Gao, and was famous throughout the South region. My Tho town, which was erected at the
confluence between My Tho river and Vung Gu canal, was a point benefiting from many advantages on
trading with such other centers of business as Cu Lao Pho, Saigon, Phu Xuan,... My Tho town is well-
known as an international trading port.

Most markets in Tien Giang had rice trade. The market system around this fown was the
satellites. Therefore, it turned My Tho into a big commercial center to communicate with other
commercial centers in the Inner Region. Rice paddies in My Tho is also exported to foreign countries,
especially to the Chinese market.

Luc Tinh was early best-known as “first paddy second areca”. Vinh Long and Dinh Tuong grew
the most areca trees. Areca was the best selling product on the domestic market and was exported
abroad. My Tho quickly met market demand. The farmers there had “intensive farm model” for garden
work in order to become “commercialized” areca with the purpose of increasing the value of these
agricultural products. Besides, My Tho also provided the market with many other products.

It can be believed that My Tho significantly contributed to the commodity economy in the Inner
Region in both seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Selling out the own products to purchase
technology products from different places, then to resell them to consumers was a dominate feature of

My Tho trade at that time.
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