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Hit THONG PHAN GIAO TRONG PHAT HQC TRUNG HOA

Dudng Ngoc Diing
Khoa Péng phuong hoc, Trudng PH Khoa hoc X4 hdi va Nhdn vin — PHQG-HCM
(Bai nhdn ngay 04 thdng 3 ndm 2003)

TOM TAT: Bai viét nay cé muc dich trinh bay mét khdi nigm déic thit va chuyén
mén trong Phdt gido Trung Hoa truyén thong: khdi niém phdn gido. Phdn gido ¢
nghia la phan logi cdc hé thdng gido 1y Phdt gido theo mgt hé thdng tén ti trdt ty r6
rang. Theo truyén théng, moi nguoi vin cho rang Tri Nght (thuong bi phién sai thanh
Tri Khdi, 538-597) la ngu’&i phdt minh ra hé thdng phdn chia Ngii thoi Bdt gido. Tdc
gid bai viét ldp ludn rdng chinh Tram Nhién, dé i cia Tri Nght (711- 782) mdi la
ngudi sdng tao ra hé théng nay.

Trong Phit gido An P ciing di c6 mdt s6 y&u t6 mang tinh chat phan biét cao thdp
trong hé thdng gido 1y vi du nhu Kinh Phdp Hoa phén biét Tiéu thira va Pai thita (va c6 1&
day 1a cudn kinh dAu tién diing d€n thuit ngit Ti€u thira= Hinayana), Kinh Lang Gia phén
biét P6n gido va Tiém gido, Kinh Gidi Thdm Mdt phan ra Htu thdi, Kh6ng thdi, va Trung
thdi, Kinh Niét Ban phén ra Ngi vi v.v. Tai Trung Hoa tinh chat phdn gi4do nay dugc t6 chitc
thanh mot hé thSng tén ti hin hoi, ¢é thé néi 1a mdt sdng tao ctia Phat ti¥ Trung Hoa nhiim t§
chuc lai hé th6ng gido 1y, kinh dién qua phu’c tap cia An Pé. Céch phén chia hé théng gido
Iy cia An P6 va Trung Hoa ciing khéng giéng nhau, thim chi d6i khi con mau thufin nhau.
Hdn nita, hé thdng phén gido Trung Hoa thé hién tinh than dung nhi€p, hoa hdp gido 1y céc
bo phai khéc nhau, v6n 12 mot diém dic trung cla ton gido nay trong khu vyc Péng A.

Hé théng phéan gi4o b4t ddu hinh thanh vio thdi Nam Bdc Triéu (317-589). Hau nhin
khéi quat thanh 10 loai 16n goi 1a Nam Tam B#c Thét (3 hé th6ng phén gido & mién Nam va
7 hé thdng 8 mién Bic). Phit gido mién Nam chia c4c hoc thuyét gido 1y Phét ra lam ba hé
th6ng: P6n gido, Tiém gido, va B4t Pinh gido. Trong hé thong Tiém giéo lai chia ra thanh
Tam Thoi gido, T Thai gido, va Ngil Thdi gido, 14y cach phén chia cia Hué¢ Quén 2 Jam
tong chi. Trén cd sd cdch phan chia cia Hué Quén, cdc Phét t Trung Hoa tham ciu thém
Kinh Niét Ban (Taisho 12-690c. 28-691a.8)*° d€ dé xuft hé th6ng Ngi vi, nghia 13 18y nim
vi cila sita bd trong qué trinh ch€ bi€n lam vi du cho nim tdng 1dp gido 1y Phat: nguu nhii

 Hué Quin 12 ngudi ddu tién néi d&n sy phin chia Pén gido va Tiém gido trong 13 tya viét cho
Kinh Nié¢t Ban. Tiéu sit Hué Quén xin xem Cao tdng truyén, T50. 368b-cl. Nhung hé thdng phén chia
clia Hué Quén kha phiic tap.

» Kinh Niét Ban 1a tén goi tit Kinh Pai Bdt Niét Ban (Mahaparinirvana-sutra). Ban dich ddu tién 1a
Pai Bdt Né Hoan Kinh ctia Phip Hién va Buddhabhadra (Gidc Hién) dich nim 416-418. Ban tht
hai, Pai Bdt Niét Ban Kinh, con goi 1a Bdc Bdr Niét Ban Kinh, do Dharmaksema dich nim 414-421.
Ban thd ba, Pai Bdt Niét Ban Kinh, cdn goi 14 Nam Bdn Niét Ban Kinh, ban nay di dugc Yamamoto
Kosho dich sang ti€ng Anh gdm 3 cudn (Ube: the Karinbunko, 1973-1975).
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(sita tudi), lac (vang kem), sinh t6 (vang bd), thuc t6 (bd), @€ hd (bd 16ng). P& Quén trong
Thién thai tit gido nghi sip x€p Ngil vi thanh Ngii thdi nhu sau:

1. Thdi Hoa Nghiém: Phét giang gido 1§ nhung ching sinh khéng hi€u gi hét vi gido
1§ qua cao siéu. Pau 6c chiing sinh vAn y nguyén nhu sita bd twdi (nguu nhi).

2. Thdti Loc Uyén: Duyén Gidc vA Thanh Van nghe kink Tam Tang (A Ham) hiéu

dugc nghia 1§ sdu xa nén bi€n d8i dudc duc l1au trong ban thin, gidng nhu sita twdi bi€n
thanh vang kem (lac).

3. Thai Phuong Quang: tit b3 gido Iy Tidu thita, khao khit gido 1y Dai thita, nhw kem
dang qué trinh chuyé&n ho4 thanh védng bd (sinh t6).

4. Thoi B4t Nha: Biét Gido ti€p thu 1y thuyét Pai thita, nhu vdng bd da trd thanh bo
(thuc t6).

5. Thdi Phdp Hoa: dinh cao clia gido ly Pai thita, di d€n NhAt thita (ekayana), giéng
nhu bd dude chung cAt thanh bo 1ng (d€ hd).

Trén diy 13 cdch phin chia Ngi thsi cia Thién Thai Téng, con mdt cdch phén chia
Ngi thoi khac (din xuét ti Kinh Niét Ban) cling dudc lwu truyén trong gidi Phat t¥ phuong
Nam nhu sau:

1. Tam Thira Biét gido: tiic thdi k¥ kinh di€n Phit gido nguyén thuy, chd yé&u 12 vin
hé A Ham cia Tiéu thira.

2. Tam Thita Thong gido: tifc thdi ky phét huy gido Iy B4t Nha, cho riing ba thita Phat
gido dung théng v6 ngai.

3. Uc Duong gido: chi thdi ky phan biét gido 1§ cao thdp gitta Ti€u thita va Pai thira,
tic thdi ky phat huy gido ly trong Kinh Duy Ma.

4. Ddng Qui gido: 1§ thuyét tam thita hdp nhét trong Kinh Phdp Hoa.

5. Thudng Tru gido: xi€n dudng gido Iy Nhu Lai Phap Thén, hoc thuyét vi diéu t6i
thugng thira trong hé théng gido 1y Phat, cin cf trén bd Kinh Niét Ban.

Cac bd phai Phét giéolphlrdng Bic ciing cin cf trén sy phan chia ra Tiéu thira, Pai
thira, Hitu téng, Khong téng dé€ phan chia thit d& hé théng gido Iy Phat, Cin cf trén vi du
ctia B4 P& Luu Chi, nhu tré con mdi bit ddu hoc chit, chi cAn day nita chi¥ (tién gido ban ty)
18i sau mdi day ddy di chit (hdu gido man tu). Ban tu chi gido 1y Ti€u thita, min ty chi Pai
thita. Nhu dai luén st Phat Da Phién Pa (Buddhabhadra= Gi4c Hién ), Hué Quang * chia
gido 1y Phét ra thanh 4 tong:

1. Nhan Duyén t6ng: tic Tiéu thira Hitu bg, gidng gido ly T Nhan Luc Duyén.

2. Gid Danh t6ng: chuyén vé Thanh Thét Luan, gidng gido Iy Tam Gid (Nhéan thanh
gid, Tudng tuc gia, Tuong dai gia).

*° Hué Quang (468-537) 12 mdt trong nhitng ngudi gép phin x4y dung hé théng phdn gido cho Hoa
Nghiém tong. Ong thudc nhdnh Bia Luin Nam Phuong. Ti€u sit Hué Quang c6 thé tham khdo Cao
Ting Truyén, T50. 607b18-608b29. Theo Phip Tang, chinh Hué¢ Quang 14 ngudi phdn chia gido ly
Phit gido thinh ti&m, dn, v vién gido, theo Hoa Nghiém Kinh truyén ky T51. 159b1-3.
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3. Cufng Tudng t6ng: chuyén vé Tam Lufn, gidng nhat thi€t phép 1a hu vong (hoc
thuy€t Khong Tinh).

4. Thudng tong: chuyén vé gido Iy Hoa Nghiém, gido ly vi di¢u t61 thudng.

Khi hé thdng hod cdc hé thdng tri€t hoc Phat gido di trudc Thién thai tong, Tri Nghi
31 33 phé binh hé th&ng phén gido nay clia Phat gido thdi Nam Béc Triéu va dé xudt mot hé
th6ng phén gido mdi goi la Ngii thdi B4t gido d€ gidng day va thich nghia kinh dién Phat
gido. Ngil thdi 1a nim thdi gidng day gido ly cia Phét Thich Ca (Hoa Nghiém thdi, Ti€u
Thita thdi, Pai Thita thdi, Bat Nha thdi, Phdp Hoa thdi). Di nhién Tri Nghi phdi sdp hang
kinh Phédp Hoa la thugng déng vi gido 1y Thién Thai tdng hoan toan y ct trén bd kinh nay.
RO rang day 12 mot cdch phan chia phi lich si& vi Hoa Nghi€ém khéng thé€ c6 trude hodc gidn
di hdn v€ mit gido nghia so vdi kinh dién Tiéu thira.

Bat gido cin ci trén ndi dung kinh dién va phudng phép gidng day gido Iy phén ra
lam Hod nghr tt gido (b6n phitong phdp gido hod) va Hod phdp tit gido (bon ngi dung gido ly
cin ban) gdm cé: Pén, Tiém, Bi Mét, B4t Pinh (Ho4 nghi ti gido) va Tang, Théng, Biét,
Vién (Hod phép tt gido). Tang gido chi vin hé A Ham, tic gido 1y Tiéu thira. Thong gido
chi Tam thita thong sudt, dung hdp, chi van hé B4t Nha. Biét gido phén bigt Pai thira cao
hon Tiéu thira, chi Kinh Duy Ma. Vién Gido chi hé théng Kinh Hoa Nghiém, Niét Ban, Phdp
Hoa. :

Trong di€m ciia B4t gido niim trong Ho4 phép tif gido 14y Kinh Phdp Hoa lam trung
tAm, Ia gido nghia doc dic cia Thién Thai téng, cho nén Thién Thai tong con dugce goi la
Thién thai tf gido. MOt mit, Thién Thai tong cho riing Ngii thdi va Hod phép tif gido la hoan
toan khu biét; mot mit lai chd trudng Ngii thdi va Ti gido tinh khong thé 14y thdi gian hodcy
ctt gido 1y d€ han ché€ 14n nhau, mé trai lai ching con hd twong, dung nhi€p 1an nhau nita.
Céch phéan biét gido 1y so vdi Kn D6 ciing c6 chd bat déng, ching han Phét gido An bg
khong bao gid suy tén Kinh Phdp Hoa hay Kinh Hoa Nghiém 1&n hang thudng déng nhu trong
hé thng phén gido Trung Hoa. Dy hoan todn 1a mét séng tao clia Phat tif Trung Qudc.

G day chiing t6i mudn ban dé€n vai di€ém nghi ho#c cé lién quan dén hé th6ng phén
gido Ngii thdi bat gido tudng truyén 12 do chinh Tri Nghi (538-597) Ia ngudi dau tién doc
sang. That ra ciing khé ma tim thay trong tdc phdm Tri Nghi mot sy trinh bay dut khoat va
c6 hé théng vé gido thuyét Ngi thdi bat gido. Chinh Tram Nhién (711-782) la ngudi thuc
hién viéc hé théng hoa niy. Piéu nay da dudc Sekiguchi Shindai chiing minh trong bai vi€t
Goji hakkyo kyohanron no kigen (Khdi nguyén Ngil thoyi bat gido)*. Ban than Tri Nghi khéng
hé st dung thuét nglt Ngil thdi ma chi sit dung thuat ngt Ngi vi.

3 ri Ngh (538-597) 1a mot trong nhifng nhén vét vi dai nhét cia Phét gido Trung Qudc. Xin tham
khio Léon Hurvitz, Chih-i: Mélanges chinois et bouddhiques, 12 (1960-1962), tr. 100-182, Stanley
Weinstein, "Imperial Patronage in the Formation of T'ang Buddhism", ding trong tuyén tip
Perspectives on the T'ang do Arthur Wright vd Denis Twichett bién tuyén (New Haven, Yale
University Press, 1973), tr. 265-291.

% Taisho daigaku kiyo (1975): tr. 1-15.
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Trong Thién thai td gido nghi, P& Quan vAn cho ring hé thdng phén gido Ngil thdi
bét gido 12 sdng tao cia Tri Nghi,”® nhung Sekiguchi da bac bé quan di€m nay. Tham chi
Sekiguchi con cho ring hoc thuyét Ngii thdi khong phéi la hoc thuyét cd ban ctia Tri Nghi
ma chinh gido 1§ Ngi vi mdi chi€m vi tri trong tim trong tu twdng cia 6ng. Luin diém cla
Sekiguchi ddng cho ching ta luu ¥ vi ngay dé tit chinh ctia Tri Nghi 12 Quén Dinh trong Niét
Ban Kinh huyén nghia khéng hé dé cap dén viéc thdy minh sdng tao hoc thuyet Ngi thdi,
ma chi néi 6ng tuyén xudng hoc thuyét Ngii vi. Hon nita khi khio citu lai vAn d€ Ho4 nghi td
gido, Sekiguchi khdm phd ra ring Tri Nghi khéng hé ding dén b6n phuong phip (P6n,
Tiém, Bi Mat, B4t Dinh) ma thét r= chi ding c6 ba (P6n, Tiém, va BAt Pinh). Chd nay thi
Sekiguchi hoi sai vi that ra trong Ma Ha Chi Qudn, Tri Nghi ¢6 liét ké ddy di bén phudng
phép (tc 12 c¢6 ca Bi Mét gido), nhung néi chung thi Tri Nghi v&n thich con s6 3 hon. Hau

hét cdc pham tril to tudng quan trong cia 6ng déu lién quan d€n sd 3: tam ching gido twdng,
tam chling chi quédn v.v.

Cét Tang (549-623), ngudi sang 1ap Tam Luén téng (Madhyamika = Trung Quén),
cho ring gido 1y do Buc Phét tuyen xudng v6n nhit luét binh déng, khong hé c6 su phén
biét cao thap, nhung van c6 th€ tam thdi phan chia Jam hai loai. Loai thi nhAt 12 "tong phdp
gidng" chia ra lam hai tang: Bd Tat tang va Thanh Vin tang. Loai tht hai 1a "tdong nhén
gidng" chia ra 1am hai tha: Tiéu thita vA Dai thita. Pai thira lai dugc phan ra lam ba hé
théng: (1) Hoa Nghiém, (2) Bat Nha, (3) Phdp Hoa va Niét Ban. Tuy d6i tugng ma gidng
phép, nhung tt cd phai quy vé citu cénh. Trong hé th&ng Tam Luén téng, Cat Tang dét kinh
Nié&t Ban cao hon Kinh Phdp Hoa, trdi v8i gido nghia cia Thién Thai téng.

Hé théng phén gido clia Duy thic (yogacara) chi y&u y cf trén kinh Giai Tham Mét.
Theo kinh nay, cudc ddi hoiing hod clia Piic Phat cé thé phén lam ba thdi ky:

1. Thdi ky ddu gidng b&n chén Iy cao ca (T Diéu BE: khd, tap, diét, dao).
2. Thati ki thit hai gidng gido Iy V6 Ty Tinh (Tinh Khong).

3. Thasi ky thit ba gidng gido Iy Tam Ty Tinh (Htw): day la gido nghia ddc thi cla
Duy Thiic.

L6i phén chia ndy it phdt hgp véi lich sit dién bi€n va phat trién cla gido 1y Phat
gido tai An bo.

Phép Tang (613-712), t6 thit ba clia Hoa Nghiém tong (sau P43 Thuén va Tri Nghiém
(602-668), k€ thira truyén th&ng phén gido Duy Thifc va dé xuAt cdch phén chia toan b gido
dién Phat gi4do thanh Ngi gido: Tiéu Thita gido, Thuy gido (Pai thira sd hoc, 4m chi Trung
Luén téng va Phép Tuéng téng), Chung gido (Pai thita cao cdp), Pon gido (hé Thién t6ng),
Vién gido (hé thong Hoa Nghiém). Ba hé théng Ti€u, P6n, Vién 1o rang dudc 14y lai tir hé
thdng phén gido ciia Thién thai tong va khdng cd séng tao gi mdi. Hué Vién (523-592) da
phé binh Phédp Tang khéng thong nhit trong cdch phén chia vi Pén gido 12 mot phudng phap
trinh bay gido 1y hon 1a chinh ndi dung gido 1y trong khi bén tiéu chuén phén loai kia (Tiéu,
Thuy, Chung, Vién) 1a1 cin cf trén ndi dung gido 1y d€ phén loai. Quan diém cia Hué Vién

¥ B Quén (Chegwan) 12 mot nha su Triéu Tién, dugc xem 12 t§ thit mudi hai Thién thai tdng. Thién
thai tif gido nghi dd dugc dich sang ti€ng Anh va c6 18i gidi thiéu rdt cong phu vé hé thdng phin
gido ctia Thién thai tdng do gido su David W. Chapell vi&t (University of Hawaii Press, 1983).
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rat 16 rang: néu dén gido dudc dinh nghia nhw mot phuong phép ti€p cin thuc twéng mot
céch tryc ti€p, bat kha dic bing phudng tién ngén ngt, thi né khéng thé dugc xem 1a mdt
gido 1y nhu gido Iy Trung Quén hay Duy Thitc dudgc.

Vé4n dé phdn gido trong gidi Phat ti Trung Quéc thyc ra gén 1ién véi hoc thuyét vé
hai chan 1y, tuc d€ (samvrttisatya) va chin d€ (paramarthasatya), trong tri€t hoc Pai thira
Phat gido. Sy phén biét d6n gido/ tiém gido bit ngudn tif cdc nd Iyc cia Phat tt Trung Quéc
trong viéc gidi thich mdi twdng quan phic tap gifta chian d€ va tuc d€. Ping trén binh dién
chén d€. tri ki€n thuc tudng (thuc tai t6i hau) 12 mét bién cb truc ti€p, va do d6 d6n gido
dudc trinh bay nhu sy thé nghiém chéin Iy t6i hau m6t céch tryc ti€p. Ping trén binh dién tuc
d&, mot loai chdn 1y mang tinh c6ng wdc,* tiém gido dudc trinh bay nhu mét qué trinh bt
budc, phai nuong twa vao phudng tién thién xdo d€ din dan thdm nhap vio cbt tuy cda thuc
tuéng. Quan hé giita d6n gido va tiém gido nhut vay thé hién chinh quan hé giita chan d€ va
tuc d€, mot van dé 4m Anh lién tuc gidi Phat tt Trung Qudc va gép phan hinh thanh hé
th6ng phén gido dé€ t§ chic lai toan bd gido Iy Phat Gido trén mdt co s& bién gidi cé hé
th6ng. Ching t6i hi vong c6 cd hoi thio luan sau hon vé van dé hai chan Iy nay trong nhiing
bai k€ tigp.

THE CHINESE SYSTEM OF CLASSIFYING BUDDHIST THEORIES

~ Duong Ngoc Dung
Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Social Sciences & Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT: This article aims at exposing a technical concept, created by Chinese
Buddhists, which was widely circulated in traditional Chinese Buddhism: panjiao
(classification of the Buddha’s teachings). Panjiao refers to the attempt by Chinese Buddhists
to classify and rank the Buddha’s teachings in a systematic and orderly way.

Traditional scholars still held to the idea that this classification system had been Zhiyi’s
creation. The author argues that it was Chanjan (711-782) who basically gave the system its
current shape.

¥ Tuc d& 13 cdch dich H4n ngit clia thuit ngit Sanskrit samvrtti-satya, TAy Tang dich rit chinh x4c 1a
kun rdzob bden pa, nghia 13 "chin ly d6i v8i mot tdm thitc vAn con bi v6 minh che md" (truth for an
obscured mind). PhuongTdy théng thudng dich ra 13 "chén 1y cdng udc" (conventional truth) hay
"chén I thé tuc" (worldly truth).
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