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VAI NHAN XET VE CAU PHU PINH TRONG TIENG VIET
VA TIENG ANH
Tran Thity Vinh

Trudng Pai hoc Khoa hoc X3 hdi & Nhin vin
(Bai nhdn ngay 03/04/2000)

TOM TAT : Trong mét dumq mifc nao do, cde ngin ngit ¢d cdu tric, cdch dién dat tuong tu
nhu nhau nhung déng thoi méi ngdn ngi¥ lai co nét khdc bigt, ddc trung riéng. Viéc tu duy
theo ngon ng;? me déva dp dung mét cdch mdy méc vao ngoai ng minh dang hoc da lam cho
mét s& hoc vién thuomg ndi nhidu cau “khéng xudi tai” hodc léch nghia. Vi vdy bai viét nay
nhdm so sdnh va déi chidu mét s6 khdc bigt trong cdch néi phii dinh gifdta hai ngén ngit Anh-
Vigt, qua do nham givip hoc vién phdn ndao tranh duwgc nhitng sai sét khi chuyén dich ti tiéng
Anh sang tiéng Viét hodc nguoc lai. O ddy, ta chi dé cdp dén nhitng hoc vién nide ngoai hoc
tiéng Vigt Ia ngudi bdn ngit tiéng Anh.

I. THUC TE KHAOSAT

Sau ddy 1a mot sO trudng hop khdc biét qua ghﬁc t& khdo sat khi day ti€ng Viét cho
nguoi bin ngi¥ ti€ng Anh. Ta tam phén loai chiing theo cdc v&u t8 ngit Am, tir vung va ciu
triic nhy sau :

1. Ngit 4m
1.1 Mgl diéu va nghia trong cau hdi

Trong ti€ng Anh, § cdc cdu hdi dudi (question tag), khi néi ta c6 thé dién ta dudc
nghia chinh xdc cia n6 bing ngt di¢u. N&u ta thuc sy muén biét vé y’@‘t diéu gi dé thita
phdi 1én giong & cudi cAu hdi : _ The meeting is at four o’clock, isn’t it” 7

Cudc hgp bdt déu liic 4 gio, phdi khéng ?

Con néu ta di dong ¥ vdi cau trd 13i va chi “kéu goi ” sy dong tinh ctia ngudi nghe
thi ta xuéng giong & cudi ciu héi: _ It's a beautiful day, isn ’hf ?

Troi dep nhi (?)
1.2 Trong 4m va nghia cia ciu
Trong mdt ciu phi dinh, not ¢6 thé tdc dong vio cdc phan khdc nhau cda ciu
(1a) Bob didn’t write to Sue yesterday (He phoned her)

(Za) Bob didn’t write to Sue yesterday (He wrote to Ann)

64



Tap chi Phit trién Khoa hoe & Cdng nghé, Tap 3, S 3-2000

(3a) Bob didn’t write to Sue yesterday (He wrote this morning)
(4a) Bob didn’t write to Sue yesterday (It’s Allan who wrote to Sue)

Trong ti€ng Anh, khi n6i nghia cu thé cia cau duge xdc dinh bing cich nhdn manh
vao tif hodc cum ti¥ ma ti¥ phii dinh kiéng tdc ddng vao . Con trong khi viét, nghia cia
cau duge xdc dinh bdi ngif cdnh hodc thém cau dé gidi thich,

" chdng han nhu :
(1b) Bob didn’t write to Sue yesterday but he phoned her.
(2b) Bob didn’t write to Sue yesterday but he wrote to Mary.
(3b) Bob didn’t write to Sue yesterday but he wrote two weeks ago.
(4b) Bob didn’t write to Sue yesterday but.it’s Allan who wrote to Sue.

Trong ti€ng Viét véi cAu nhy trén, ta khong cin viét thém mot cAu niva d€ gidi thich
ma chi cin dit tir phd dinh “khong phai” vao vi tri thich hgp :

(1c) Hém qua, Bob khéng viét thu cho Sue (*)
(2¢c) Hém qua, Bob viét thu khéng phai cho Sue
(3c) Bob viét thu cho Sue khéng phai hom qua
(4c) Hom qua khong phdi Bob viét thu cho Sue (*)
(*) Thdt ra, cdu (1c) va (4c) vén con mo hé.

2. Tuvung

2.1 Tir “chua” trong cdu hdi va cdu trd 19i:

Trong ti€ng Viét, tiY chia trong cau hdi bi€u thi ¥ mudn hdi vé mot diéu ma cho dén
mot lic x4c dinh ndo dé khong bi€t c6 xay ra hay khdng. N6 tuong duong vdi tit yef trong
ti€ng Anh. Con trong ciu tra 13i, chua biéu thi y phi dinh d6i véi mot diéu ma cho dén
mdt lic nao d6 khéng ¢ hodc khong xdy ra. N6 tudng dudng vdi not yet.

_ Have you received a letter form him yet?

Chi da nhdn thu cia anh ta chua?

_ Not yei.

Chua

2.2 Phi dinh ctia tif “can”

2.2.1 Trong ti€ng Viét cung bi€u thi ¥ nghia chi khd ning, ta ¢6 cdc pho W dugc,

noi, xué.
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_ DPugc : néu kha ning thyc hién cdc hoat dong vdi nhitng doi tudng (su viéc,
cdng viéc ) binh thudng. Vi du : T6i lam dugc viéc nay.
_ N&i : ndu kha niing thuc hién cdc hoat ddng vdi nhitng ddi tugng (suf viéc,

cOng viéc) ¢ tinh chdt khé khdn doi hdi chi thé phdi c6 khd ning phdi ¢ ging cao
mdi thyc hién dugc. Vi du : Viéc nay rdt khé ma anh ta ciing lam néi

_ Xué : néu kha niing hoat dong ddi vdi nhitng ddi tugng (su viéc, cdng viéc)

c6 khdi lugng qué 16n, qué nhiéu 1am cho chi thé khé c6 thé thuc hién dudc. Vi xué
thudng duge diing & dang phd dinh. Vi du : Viéc nha nhiéu qud, cé dy lam khong xué.

Do vady, mgt cau phi dinh trong ti€ng Anh : (5) Ican’t do this work
tuy theo sy phan biét mifc do clia su viéc, cong viéc ma ta ¢é thé chuyén dich nhu
sau:
(5a) Toikhéng lam dugc viéc nay.
(5b) Téi khéng lam néi viéc nay.
(5¢) Téilam khéng xué viéc nay.
2.2.2 T “dugc” trong ti€ng Viét c6 hai ké’t‘%é‘fu dong tir + dudc (a)
dudc + ddng tir (b)
Xétcau:
(6) Ican’tgo

Cau (6) c6 thé chuyén dich sang ti€ng Viét thanh ba ciu sau :

(6a) Téi khong di duge

(6b) Téi di khéng duge

(6c) Téi khéng duge di

(6a) va (6b) c6 nét nghia khd giong nhau néi vé khd nang khong thé 1am viéc gi d6
ctia chli ngit nhung (6a) 1 cdu phi dinh toan bd n6i vé kha ning chung hon (6b).

(6b) c6 thé 12 do moOt nguyén nhén cu thé ndo d6. Con (6¢) biéu thi ¥ nghia khong
dugc phép hay khong ddng ¥ nhu : Me t6i bdo la t6i khéng dugc di.

2.3 Hién tugng pht dinh du véi mot s6 loai dong tir
2. 3.1 Hién tugng phii dinh du trong ti€ng Anh

Trong ti€ng Anh mot dong tir & dang phi dinh (nhung khong c¢6 nghia phi dinh) d6i
khi st dung sau nhitng ddng tir néi 1én su nghi ngd hay khdng chic chin.
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o [ wonder if we shouldn’t ak the doctor to look at Mary.
= [ wonder if we should ask the doctor to look at Mary.
e [ wonder whether I ough#’t to go and see the doctor

= ..whether I ought to go.

e Are you busy?

Maybe, I am not busy = Maybe, I am busy.

2.3.2 Hién tugng phii dinh du trong ti€ng Viét

Theo GS. Nguyén Dic Dan trong ti€ng Viét c6 mot Idp dong tir nhu : quén, théi,
ngiing, kiéng, trdnh... s& c6 bd ngit 1a “khéng thuc hién mot diéu gi dé6”. N6i cach khédc
ddng tir “quén” chita dyng nghia “phid dinh cum ddng tir lam bd ngit cho n6”. Viéc ¢ hay
khong c6 tit phli dinh khéng trude mot vi ngit A khong lam thay ddi nghia cia cdu. Ching
han nhu: Quén khong A = Quén A

_Toi quén khéng dji mii = Téi quén ddi mil.

_ Ho tit chdi khéng ky hop dong = Ho tit chéi ky hgp dong.

2.4 Sy md hd do tir phi€m dinh :

Quan sdt cdu sau :

(7) Bakhédng gap ai

Céau ndy mo hd vi ¢6 hai cdch hi€u lién quan dé€n pham vi tdc dong ctia tif phi dinh
khéng

(8a) Ba [khong gdp ] ai ?

(9a) Ba [khong [gap ai] ]

d cau (5a) tlr khéng chi tdc dong vao ddng tir gdp va “khéng gdp” c6 vai trd cda mot
cum dong tir. Vi vdy (8a) 1a mét ciu hdi. Con ciu (9a), tir khéng tdc dong vao toan bd
cum tlr “gdp ai” va tao ra sy phi dinh tuyét doi.

Trong ti€ng Anh, ciu (7) khong thé mo hd dugc vi ta ludn cé hai cdu nghia rat 1o
rang:

(8b) Whom didn’t Ba meet ?
(9b) Ba didn’t meet anyone.

Noi cdch khdc, trong ti€ng Anh, ai trong ciu hdi 12 whom va trong ciu phii dinh 1a
anyone nén khong thé cé hién tugng md hd dugc.

3. Cau triic
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3.1 Vitri tir phii dinh

Trong ti€ng Anh va ti€ng Viét, cdu phd dinh c6 thé c6 sy khdc biét nhau vé vi tri

cla tlf pht dinh truéc mot dong tir, mdt danh tir va mt trang tir nhu trong cdc vi du sau :

(10a) Idon’t think that you ‘ve met her

(105) Téi nghi rdng anh da khéng gdp cé dy

(10c) Téi khong nghi rang anh da gdp cé &y

Do vi tri clia tif not (ndm trude ddng tit thit nha't chit khdng phdi dong tir thi

hai) trong, cdu (10a) ma hoc vién khi chuyén dich sang ti€ng Viét thudng ndi céu

(10c). Cau nay khdng nghe “xudi tai” lim trong Ti€ng Viét.

Tuong ty ta cling ¢6 :

(11) I have no money

Té6i khéng co tién

(Khéng néi : Téi ¢ khong tién )

(12) I don’t feel well.

(Téi cdm thdy khéng khde )

(Khéng néi : Téi khong cam thdy khde)

3.2 Su phi dinh trong 135i khuyén, 13i yéu cau

Ti€ng Anh ding tiY phd dinh “not” nhung trong ti€ng Viét ta khong dung tir “khéng”

L LI 1Y

ma ding cdc tif nhu “dirng”, “cho™.
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(13) Ask Jack, not his wife

Héi Jack, ditng hoi vg anh ta.

(khdng néi: HOi Jack, khéng héi vd anh ta)

(14) Don’t talk so loudly.
Ditng néi 16n qué.
(khong néi: Khong néi 16n qud)
(15) Come early, but not before six.
Hiy dén sém nhung ditng trudc 6 gid.
(khdng néi: Hay d&€n sdm nhung khéng trudc 6 gid)

3.3 Cau trd 19i cho ciu hdi phi dinh :
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Quan sét ciu hoi sau:
(16) Hém qua cé dy khong dén, phdi khong?
(She didn’t come yesterday, did she?)
Pédngy: T.V :Védng (= cd dy khong dén)
T.A : No (=she didn’t come)
Khong dong §: T.V : Khéng (= ¢d dy c6 d&n chif)
T.A :Yes (=shecame)

Trong cdu trd 15 & ti€ng Anh, yes cho ta bi€t dong tir clia cdu trd 151 & thé xdc dinh
(affermative) con no cho bi&t dong tir & thé phd dinh (negative) cho d céu héi 8 thé “phd
dinh” hay “xdc dinh”. That vdy, ta xét cdc cau sau :

(16a) Did she come yesterday?
(16b) Didn’t she come yesterday?
déu c6 cdu tra 13i 1a: yes (= she came)
hoic no (=she didn’t come)
Con trong ti€ng Viét thi khéng phi dinh cho toan b cau hoi phu dinh nghia la:
Khéng phai [c6 4y khéng dé€n] = cd &y cé dén

Do st tra 13i khdc nhau nhu trén clia hai ngdn ngit ma hoc vién nudc ngoai khi dong
¢ thudng tra 13i vdng, cé &y cé dén va ngudc lai. Khi day, ta can nhan manh & diém nay.

3.4 Cau hoi phi dinh c6 hai nghia

Trong ti€ng Anh, mot cdu hdi phii dinh ¢ hai nghia hoan toan trdi ngudc nhau.

e P& x4c dinh lai mot su thtudng nao d6 ma ngudi néi trong chd cau tra 10i 12 yes
Didn’t you go and see Helen yesterday? How is she?

(= I believe you went and saw Helen yesterday..)

Hém qua anh da dén va tham Helen réi chit ? C6 dy thé nao roi?

e Nhung mot cdu hdi phi dnh ciing c6 thé dién td mot sy tin tudng “phl dinh” nao
dé. Trong trudng hgp ndy ngudi néi tréng chd cau trd 10i 1a no

Don’t you feel well? (= Am I right in thinking you don’t feel well?)
Ban cdm thdy khéng khde a?

e Cau hdi phi dinh ciing din td riing ngudi n6i rat ngac nhién khi viéc gi d6 da
khong xdy ra.

69




Science & rechnalag[ Development, Vol 3. No 3-2000

Didn’t the alarm go off ? (I wonder what's wrong with it)
Chudng bdo da héng réi sao?
3.5 Cdu triic nghi van - phi dinh trong ciu cdm thén, I5i mdi, yéu ciu, ché trach
bay 1a mot dic trung ciia ti€ng Anh ma ti€ng Viét khong c6.
e Ciucdm thdn: _ Isn’t itcold!
(Troi lanh ghé!)
_1Isn’t the weather nice !
(Troi dep tuyét !)
* LJi maoi:
We're having a barbecue. Why don’t you come?
(Chiing 16 t6 chitc tiéc ngodi troi ddy. Pén cho vui nhé?)
Khi dich sang ti€ng Viét ta khong thé néi: Sao anh khdng dén cho vui (?)
e LJiyéuciulichsy:
You can’t help me for a moment, can you?
Lam on giip téi m¢ét chiit di nhé.
e Ldi phan nan, ché trich :
_ Don’t you ever listen to what I say ?
(=you never listen to what I say)
Cdu chdng bao gio nghe t6 néi cé
3.6 Phi dinh ctia cdu ¢6 vi ngit danh tit

Trong ti€ng Viét, c6 nhiéu dang phi dinh cho kiéu ciu nay. Nhung chiing ta thudng
dung #i¥ kem phii dinh + phai (Ia) ching han nhu dang thic A khéng phdi (Ia) B.

(17a) Anh dy khéng phdi la gido vién
He is not a teacher

(17b) Ban nay khéng phdi bang gé.
This table is not made of wood

(17¢) Sdch nay khéng phadi ciia téi

This book doesn’t belong to me

70



Tap chi Phat trién Khoa hoc & Cong nghé, Tép 3. SG 3-2000
Hoc vién khi gap ki€u cdu nay thudng quén dung t phdi & dang ciu nay cho nén ta
cén nh&n manh cho hoc vién bi€t 1a cin sit dung tif phdi sau tf phi dinh khdng
3.7 Pht dinh trong cdc trang ngit chi thdfi gian :

Cum trang ngit chi thoi gian “Chdng bao ldu sau..” ¢6 nghia trong ti€ng Anh la “If
was not long before” chit khong phai “It was not long after.” Vi du nhu :

(18) Chdng bao ldu sau, nhiing cdy ma da di 16n d€ cdy vao rudng.
It was not long before the seedlings were big enough to be planted in the field.

Thuc ra, It was not long before c6 nghia “ndm na” la “Khdng cd ldu trudc khi..”
nghia 13 chdng bao lau sau. Do vay khi chuyén dich ta phdi chi § dén diéu nay nhu vi dy
sau :

(19) It was not long before he got a cheque from his father...
Khéng bao ldu sau, anh ta nhdn dugc chi phiéu tit cha anh ta...

(Ta khéng dich : Khéng bao ldu trude khi anh ta nhdn dugc chi phiéu tix cha ciia anh
ta...) : i

3.8 Phi dinh ngdm(implicit negation)

3.8.1. Ciu c6 hinh thifc xdc dinh trong ti€ng Viét nhung lai phi dinh trong ti€ng
Anh

(20a) Our director won’t be back from his business trip until Saturday.
(20b) Bén thit bdy, éng gidm dbc méi di cong tdc ve.

Hoc vién khi gip nhiing cdu nay thudng ling ting (vi not ... until trong trudng hdp
nay tuong dudng vdi not before) va thudng néi 1a 6ng gidm doc khéng di cong tdc mai dén
thit bdy mdi vé.

Gip nhitng trudng hop nhu thé nay ta nén nhic hoc vién phdi quén di cdu tric cdu
phti dinh trong ti€ng Anh ma chi giif lai n6i dung cau phdt ngdn, nhd lai nhitng ciu ti€ng
Viét trong tinh huéng tudng ty.

3.8.2 Cau c6 hinh thifc xdc dinh trong ti€ng Anh nhung c6 hinh thiic phi dinh trong
ti€ng Viét :

(21) It is too dark to see.
Tréi 161 qud khéng thdy duoc

Trong ciu triic nay, too mang nghia phid dinh (= so .. not) do vdy s€ gy cho hoc
vién ling ting khi dich sang ti€ng Viét. O déy ta cling gip sy md hd ching han nhu ciu
(22) dudc day cé thé hiéu theo hai nghia (22a) hay (22b)

(22) He's too stupid to teach
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(Hdn ta dét qud khéng thé day dé duoc)

(22a) He’ too stupid for anyone to teach (He can’t be taught)
(22b) He’s too stupid to be a teacher. (He can’t teach)

3.9 Phii dinh ciu chia tir ndi :

Cau tric “khong A va B” nhung chinh ciu tric nay lai c6 thé hiéu 1a tt khdng chi
tic dong vao A'ma khong tdc dong vao B.

(23a) Hdin khéng udng va gdp lién tiép

C6 ba cdch hiéu cau nay :

(23b) Hiin khéng udng lién tiép va khong gdp lién tiép
(23c) Hdn khong udng va khéng gdp lién tiép

(23d) Héin khéng uéng va hdn gdp lién tiép

Ti€ng Anh hiu nhu khong c6 sy md hd nay, d€ dién t3 sy phd dinh khong tdc dong
vao B, ngudi Anh thudng ding ciu tric “not A but B” hoic “not A, Just B”

L. KETLUAN

Trong ti€ng Anh va ti€ng Viét, bén canh céc cdu phi dinh ¢6 dang tudng ddng con
¢6 nhi€u cdu khdc biét nhau. Vi vdy trong qud trinh gidng day ti€ng Viét, gido vién cin
phdi nhan manh cho hoc vién thdy rd sy khdc biét nay nhim gdi ¥, gitip cho hoc vién
(hoc ti€ng Viét) dbi chi€u, so sanh dé viéc ti€p thu bai hoc d& dang hon, nhanh chéng hon
va chinh xdc hon.

Mit khéc, do khudn khé cda bai cling nhu chua ¢6 didu kién dé phén tich siu hon,
bai vi€t nay chi mang tinh chat liét ké mot s8 trudng hgp khéc biét clia cdc dang ciu phd
dinh giita ti€ng Viét va ti€ng Anh qua thuc t& day ti€ng Viét cho ngudi nudc ngodi. Ta
cling thdy sy khdc biét nay c6 ca trén cdc binh dién ngit Am, tir vung va cdu tric, trong do
yéu t6 ciu tric ndi trdi hon ca.

SOME REMARKS ON NEGATIVE SENTENCES IN VIETNAMESE AND ENGLISH
Tran Thuy Vinh

ABSTRACT : To some extent, languages have similarities in their structures and expressions
but at the same time each language has its own peculiarities and characteristics. Students
bring the way of thinking of their mother tongue to studying a foreign language and then apply
it mechanically making some of them say many sentences which are “unpleasant to the ear “ or
have a different meaning. -~

Therefore, this paper compares some differences between negative sentences in Vietnamese
and English to help students studying Vietnamese avoid to some degree mistakes when they
transfer to Vietnamese from English or vice versa.
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