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PHAY DPOAN THUOGNG MAI BAU TIEN CUA
MY DEN VIRT NAM

Tran Nam Tién
Vién Khoa hoc Xa héi Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
(Bai nhdn ngay 04/10/1999)

TOM TAT: Nam 1832, dusi thoi vua Minh Mang, phdi doan thuong mai ddu tién cia My da
dén Viét Num bay 16 thién y thiét ldp quan hé hitu hdo vai Viét Nam. Tuy chuyén di ciia ho
khong dem lgi mfr ké€r qud cu thé nao nhung né da md duong cho cudc bang giao than hitu
giita Vigt Nam va My, mot mdi quan h¢ hitu nghi va binh ddng. Bai viét cing néu ra nhitng
bai hoc kinh nghig¢m, lich sit trong mdi quan hé Viét - My.

Trong cdc cudce ti€p xic gilta ngudi Viét va ngudi nude ngoai, lich st di cho
thdy ngay tif th€ ky XVI da c¢6 nhiéu ngudi d€n Viét Nam vé6i hai muc dich: truyén
bd dao Gia-t6 va giao luu thuong mai. Sy ti€p xic d6 1a két qud cla sy banh truéng
chi nghia tv bdn phuong T4y sang cdc nuGe phuong Péng.

Tir gilta th€ ky XVI, cdc thuyén budn B4 Pao Nha thudng xuat phat tit Trung
Qudc dén bubdn bén tai cdc thuong cing nudc ta. Cdc thuong nhdn BS Pao Nha
bubn ban véi Bang Trong nhi€u hon va tai ddy, ho tim moi cdch gdy 4nh hudng d6i
véi cdc chia Nguy&n. Ho dd md cdc cita hang & Hoi An thudc dat Quiang Nam dé
budn bdn. Lich sir da ghi lai, vao khodng nam 1614, mdt thuong nhin ngudi B4
DPéao Nha tén la Jean de la Croix di dugc chia Nguyén cho 14p 10 dic siing & Thuén
Héa, sau nay ngudi ta con goi chd 4y 1a Phudng dic'.

o] Pang Ngoai, cdc thuong nhan ngudi Ha Lan cling da lui téi bubn ban. Pén
thdng 5 ndm 1637, chda Trinh da cho phép ngudi HA Lan dat thuong di€m & phd
Hién, rdi sau cho doi 1én Ké Chg. Sau d6, ngusi Nhit Bin, ngudi Trung Qudc ké
c4 ngudi Thai Lan cling dugc Chia Trinh cho phép dén budn ban & khu phé Hién
va dan din ho da bi€n noi nay trd thanh mdt khu vire budn bén sim udt ditng hang
thi 2 sau kinh d6 Thang Long. Lic bdy gid tuc ngit ¢6 caw: “Thit nhdt kinh ky, thit
nhi phé Hién”.

Ciing vao khodng ddu thé ky XVII, cdc thuyén bubn cia Anh di lui t8i budn
bdn § Pang Ngoai. Nim 1672, tu bin Anh chinh thic dat quan hé bubn bédn véi
Pang Ngoai va dugc phép xay dung thuong di€m & phd Hi€n va dén nam 1683 thi
ho dugc chia Trinh cho 1dp thém mdt thuong di€m & Ké Chg.
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Vao nita sau th€ ky XVII, thuyén budn cia Phdp .cﬁng.b,ét diu dé€n budn bin
& Pang Ngoai. Nam 1680 thuong di€m ciia Phdp da dugc thanh 1ap 6 pho’ Hi€n.

Nhin chung, chinh quyen Trmh Nguyen tuy u.‘) 1uc md rong ngoai thUdng,
cho phép thuyén budn cdc nudc vao budn ban nhung trudc sau van nim ddc quyén
vé ngoai thuong nhﬁm vu ti€n phuc vu cho nhu cau chi€n tranh va sy xa xi cia ¢dc
tAng 16p vua chda, quy tdc. Bon quan lai ki€m sodt ngoai thudng lai thuGng e hiép
mua ré, ban ddt va gay nhung nhiéu. Tinh trang d6 gy ra nhiéu trd ngai cho sy
hoat dong cda cdc thuyén budn nudc ngoai. Qua trinh budn bédn nay két thic vao
nira sau th€ ky XVIII khi cdc chda Trinh - Nguyén ra 1énh cdm.nhitng gido si
phuong Tdy khong dugc vao.truyén dao ¢ Viét =Narn?. T d6 cdc thuong nhén
phuong Téy ciing it lui t6i budn ban nifa, viéc budn bdn gitra Viét Nam va cdc nudc
phuong Tﬁy sa sit dan. B R

Nzim 1802, Gia Long 1én ngdi va cho 1ap ra mot b phan goi la “Nghinh tdn
quan™ dit & Sai Gon véi muc dich d€ ti€p khach nudc ngoai téi giao thuong. Lic
nay, trong triu ciing ¢6 ha1 ngudi nudc ngodi lam quan d6 la Chaigneau va
Vannier®. ‘

Sau d6 khi Minh Mang 1én ngbi, vao thang 2 ndm 1826 &ng da cho lap mét ¢d
quan goi la “T dich quan” v6i muc dich d€ ngudi Viét Nam hoc ti€ng cla cac
nudc phuong Tay va chudn bi cho vigc bang gldo vGi nudc ngoai, dong thdi quyét
dinh 18y cdng Pa Ndng lam thuong cang chinh dé budn ban va trao d6i hang hda
v6i ngudi nudc ngodi. Trong boi cinh d6, ngudi M§ bit ddu dit chin d€n Viét
Nam.

Nim 1819, ngudi My ddu tién dd dit chdn dén Viét Nam, d6 1a John White,
Trong thdi gian tir M§ dén Pong Duong, John White da vi€t mét cudn sdch vé hanh
trinh ctia minh ¢6 twa dé 1a “Hanh trinh sang Nam Ky~ (A Voyage to Conchin-
China) nhung khi xudt bdn nim 1823 tai Boston lailcé tya khdc 1a “Lich si mdt
chuyé&n du hanh trong bién Déng” (History of a Voyage through the China' Sea).
CuGn sdch c6 tdt cd 21 chuong viét day di vé hanh trinh cia 6ng. Trong d6 t
chuong 1V, V ré di, 6ng da ghi lai rd rang cac cuoc ti€p xiic cia ong vdi quan lai
va ngudi din & Viét Nam Sau chuyén di’ néy, Ong da mang ve nu’dc rat nhleu tmh
cadm t&t dep vé dit nude va con ngudi Viét Nam

Vao nam 1832, phdi doan My ddu tién da dén dit quan hé thong thuong véi
Viét Nam. Chinh phu Hoa Ky thoi bdy gld do Tong thong Andrew Jackson lanh
dao da b8 nhiém Edmund Robert (6i hiép thuong v6i nude ta. Ong Edmund Robert
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v6n 1a mot nha hang hai nhiéu kinh nghiém, 6ng d nhiéu 1dn mé cdc chuyé&n vién
du sang cdc khu vuc phuong Péng. Pi ciing véi 6ng sang Viét Nam cdn ¢6 vién chi
huy tau Peacock la Pai dy Georges Thompson. Sit mang cda Ed. Robert 12 thuong
thuy€t cung widu dinh Hué viée thusng mai giita hai nude. O diy, tAu Peacock thé
neo tai mot cdng goi 1 Viing LAm® thudc vinh Xudn Pai tinh Phd Yén ngdy nay.
Ong da tim c4ch lién lac v6i chinh quyén dia phudng cling nhu v6i triéu dinh Hué,
Sau d6, 6ng dugc chinh quyén dia phuong dén ti€p va ong da trao di trao bifc quéc
thu ciia Téng th6ng M? Jackson cho vua Minh Mang, trong d6 dai cuong gidi thigu
chir¢ vu cda Ed. Robert. Nguyén vin bic thut nhu sau’: '

Andrew Jackson, President of the United States of America
To Great and Good Friend

This will be delivered to your Majesty by Edmund Robert, a respectable citizen of these
United States, who has been appointed Special agent on the part of this Government 1o
transact important business with your Majesty. | pray you Majesty to protect him in the
exera:s'e of the duties which are thus confided to him and to treat him with kindness and
confidence, placing entire reliance on what he shall say 10 you in our behalf specially when
he shall repeat the assurances of our perfect Amity and Goodwill towards your Majesty.

B,

I pray God 1o have you always, Great and Good Friend, under his safe and holy
keeping.

In Testimony where of, I have caused the Seal of the United States to be here into
affixed. Give under my hand at the City of Washington the thirty first day of January A. D.
1832, and of the Independence of the United States of America the fifty sixth.

Andrew Jackson
Edw. Livingston, Secretary of States
By the President

- Dich ra tiéng Viét:
Andrew Jackson, Téng théng Hyp chiing quéc Hoa Ky
Kinh gii Hoang d€ Pai quy hitu
Thu nay sé€ dugc dé trinh 1én hoang thugng do Edmund Robert, mot Cﬁng dan
wu td cia Hgp ching quéc. Ong nay da dugc dé cit vao chic Pic dy vién cia
Chinh phd ching t6i d€ thuong nghi v6i quy quéc vé cic van dé quan trong.

Kinh mong Hoang thugng che chd va d6i dai ut 1€ véi duong su trong khi thira
hanh nhi¢m vu. T6i tin c4y hodn toan nhitng diéu ma duong sy s& dé dat 1én
Hoang thugng nhat 12 tinh than hitu hoan todn va t4t c4 thién chi cia chiing t6i d6i
v6i Hoang thugng. T6i cau xin Thugng dé lubn ludn phu hd Pai quy hitu.

3%



Tap chi Phdt trién Khoa hoc & Céng nghé, Tap 2, S5 10-1999

D€ ching minh cdc diéu ndi trén, t6i cho kém theo quéc an clia Hgp ching
quéc trén vin kién nay lap vdi bén &n tai thd d6 Hoa Thinh ‘Pén ngay 31 thinh
giéng Duong lich 1832 12 nam th ndm muui clia nén ddc 1dp Hyp chiling quéc.

Andrew Jackson
 Ph6 thy
Edw. Livingston
Qudc vu khanh

Xét ndi dung bitc thu do dng Robert mang t6i ¢6 dic di€m thudn tdy thuong
mai. Chinh Chaigneau khi con git chifc lanh sy ¢ Viét Nam ti€p xic v6i ngudi My
cling c6ng nhén ring “ho ¢6 sdc thdi hda binh va thudn tdy thuong mai hon ngudi
Anh v8i ngudi Phap™®.

Nhd khéo 1éo va 1& phép, Robert thu duge nhiéu cdm tinh cla cdc vién chic
triéu dinh & diy. Pitc tinh cia 6ng di dugc phai bd Nguyén Tri Phuong va Ly Vin
Phitc tdu 1€n Minh Mang nhu sau: “.. 1€n thuyén ho khodn ddi ma cat vin ¥ uf ho
dén diy 12 mudn gi? Ho néi: “dén day chi cdu sy giao hao thong thuong ma thoéi
Tit § cia ho té ra cung kinh thuin hoa..”.

Tai Hu€, Vua Minh Mang cho ring 1&i & trong bifc thu khéng rd rang nén tx
ch6i. Sau d6 sai quan Thuong bac (quan tréng coi v& cong viéc ngoai giao) viét thu
trd 161 ddng ¥ cho phdi doan M§ dugc budn bdn ¢ ddy nhung phdi tuin theo luét
phdp cda quéc gia dp dung cho ngudi nudc ngodi. Ngoai ra, Minh Mang con chi
dinh n€u ngudi M§ t6i 1an nita thi cho tiu d4u tai Son Tra, thudc cira Han tinh
Quédng Nam (nay thudc Pa Ning), ho dugc phép théng thucng & diy nhung khéng
duge x4y nha & hay mé phé mua b4n'®. Sau d6, Ed. Robert duge cdc quan chitc &
ddy din di tham quan Sai Gon, Pa Néng va Hoi An. M4y ngay sau, tau Peacock
rdi Vung Lam d€ di Tlem La (Thdi Lan) va thd neo & clta s6ng Ménam ngay 18-2-
1833.

Tuy k&t qud thuang thuy€t khéng nhu y mudn ctia phdi dedn My nhung-ho da
chi€m dugc nhiu cdm tinh cda triéu dinh Hué. Pay 12 14n thi hai ngu‘ﬁﬁ_.M)? sang
giao thiép vG6i nudc ta nhung ti€c 1a ho khéng bi€t ludt phdp Viét Nam. Mic du tau
Peacock khéng ¢6 ¥ do xét hay chd gido s dén truyén dao, nhung tau lai dé€n du
tai Ving Lam ciing di gdy méi lo ngai cho triéu dinh Hué.

~ B6n nam sau, ndm 1836, Chinh phi Hoa Ky mdt 1in nita lai cit Edmund
Robert téi Viét Nam. Viéc ndy ching t6 Chinh phi My raL chd § t6i viéc thong
thurong v6i cdc nudc & khu vuc chdu A. Phdi doan ciia Robert dén Viét Nam ldn
ndy gém Robert gilt chic trudng doan, Pai dy E.J. Kennedy-Thuyén trudng tiu
Peacock va m0t vi bdc si hdi quan chuyén trach gidi phdu W.S.W Ruschenberger.
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Tau khéi hanh tr New York ngay 23-4-1835 va dén ngay 20-4-1836 thi dén Viét
Nam. Muc dich cia phdi doan lin ndy vdn l1a ky k&t v6i nudc ta mot hiép udc
thuong mai. '

Lan nay tau theo ding quy dinh ciia Triéu dinh Hu€ dén ddu & tai ban dio
Son Tra. Tai ddy, phdi doan tiép xiic v8i cdc gidi chifc tai dia phuong va nhan vién
ctia Ty thuong bac. Quan chifc clia tinh Quing Nam théng bdo vé triéu nhin xét vé
phdi doan My. Ho cho bi&t phdi doan My (4 ra 1& phép cung kinh nhung do bit
d6ng ngdn nglt nén khéng hi€u y céa phai doan My '

- Tai riéu dinh Hué, sau khi nhan ddy dd tin tic vé st ménh cla Ed. Robert,
cAc gi6i chitc ¢6 thdm quyén & day lai ¢6 hai khuynh hudng déi ngoai khdc biét,
d6i 1ap nhau, tap trung theo hai khuynh huéng ré rét. Mot phéi gdm nhitng quan lai
thu CL_fu, dai dién la cdc quan lai trong Noi cdc, ho kh6ng muén quan hé véi ngudi
nuéc ngoai. Thai do dé bi€u hién qua y ki€n cla quan Thi lang Noi cdc Hoang
Quynh Theo 6ng ngudi Hoa Ky von x40 quyét khé Iudng, do chic vy ddm trich
ngoai giao dng khuyé&n cdo vua hiy dua theo chinh sach xua cita ngu’m Trung Hoa
dd ap dung d6 la phuong cdch ngin ngira, b€ quan tda cidng déng cita bi€n hoin
todn tuyét giao vdi cdc nude phuong Tay. Ong néi: “Nube ho xdo quyét mudn mit,
nén cy tuyét di. Mot khi dung nap s¢ dé lo cho ddi sau. Nguoi xua dong cita &i
Ngoc Quan, ta tuyét Tay vie, thyc la chudc hay chéng cy Nhung dich ™',

Phdi con lai gom nhitng ngudi da ting ra nudc ngoai théng thuong, thay dugc
nén vin minh phuong Tdy nén hiéu dugc c4i Igi ciia viéc quan hé va théng thuong
v81 ngudi nudc ngoai. Ho khuyén triéu dinh nén dp dung chinh sdch ngoai giao mdé
ré}rig cho ngudi My t6i Hy€ tim hi€u thdi d6 cda ho sau do6 s€ giao thi€p véi ho. Dai
dién ph'éi th hai 1a quan Thi lang bd H6 Pao Tri Phd, mot nhan vit t¥ng xudt
ngoai, c6 dudng 16i ngoai giao mém déo sang sudt. Ong khuyén vua va tridu dinh
mo0i phdi doan M§ t6i Hué€ cho tam tri § Céng qudn, sau d6 sé dinh dudng 161 bang
glao sau. Ong néi: “Ho 1a ngudi nuéc ngoai, tinh ¥ gid dbi ciing chua bi€t chirng.
Thén tudng hiy cho ho vao Kinh, luu & Coéng qudn Thuong bac phél ngudi déu
khodn dai va tham dé cdi y ho dén™".

Vua Minh Mang c6 thdi do rong réi, hoa diu, thuin 18i yéu ciu cia Pao Tri
Phu va muén d6i xif t6t v6i sit gid cda T8ng théng Jackson, vua néi: “Ho xa cdch
tring dudng trén bén van dim, nay ngudng mo uy dic tridu dinh ma dén, sao lai cy
tuyét, ching héa t cho ngudi ta thdy minh khéng rong rdi u?”'*. Vi thé Minh Mang
ra 1€nh cho si Quang Nam ti€p phéi doan My that trong hiu, ching té cho ho biét
nudc ta rdt hi€u khdch va b nhiém quan Thi lang bo Ho Bao Tri Phi v6i quan Thi
lang b Lai Lé B4 Td dai dl(;:n Ty thuong bac t6i nghi thuyet vGi phdi doan M§.

34



Tap chi Phét trién Khoa hoc & Céng nghé, Tdap 2 S5 10-1999

Hai 6ng tir Hu€ t6i Da Néng, xubng tau Peacock thdm Ed. Robert. Khi phéi
doan Triéu Nguyén t6i tham thi gap lic Robert dang bi be&nh, khong thé ti€p ki€n
duge. Ong gifi 181 cdm on phdi doan cia ta va cho ngudi dén ddp 1& Robert thdy
bénh kh6ng thuyén gidm nén tGi ngdy 21-5-1836 cho tau rdi Qudng Nam dén
Quéing Pong (Trung Quéc) chita bénh. Nhung do con bénh qud ndng nén Ed.
Robert dd mat tai Macao ngay 12-6-1936. Theo béo cdo cla chi huy tau Peacock la
Kennedy gdi tit Canton vé B9 trudng H4i quan cho biét: “Ching t6i phdi § lai Vinh
Pa Ning, nhung vi chifng bénh qud ning clda 6ng Robert, ching t6i khong lam gi
dugc & diy ca va ching t6i phdi rdi hdi cdng dy ngay 21- .

Viéc ra di d6t ngdt ciia phai doan My khi€n cho vua quan Triéu Nguyén bat
ngd. Vua Minh Mang lai khong gién cho 12 ho khong hiéu 1€ phép cla ngudi A
Pong. Ong néi: “Ho dén, ta khdng ngan cdn, ho di, ta khdng dudi theo, 1& phép vin

minh ¢6 trach gi man di ¢61 ngoal”lf’

C6 thé néi sit bd cia triéu dinh Hu€ lic d6 gém nhitng vi quan ¢6 tim nhin xa
tréng rong, c6 tinh thin phéng khodng, bi€t nhan thic viéc 1¢i hai trong chinh sdch
ngoai giao. R4t ti€c s6 ndy trong triéu lai qud it vi th€ chinh sdch d6i ngoai dudi
thdi Minh Mang gap nhiéu sai 1am thi€u sét.

Vé phia My, tuy hai lin sang Viét Nam khong dat k€t qué gi déng k€, nhung
phédi doan clia Robert dd mang lai cdm tinh dau tién, sdu dam tai triéu dinh Hué.
C6 1& néu Ed. Robert khéong 1am bénh, cudc thuong thuy&t c6 thé sé& tot dep va
nudc ta giao thiép véi My sém hon lich sit sau d6. Bire thu ctia Ed. Robert dua cho
vua Minh Mang dugc coi nhu 13 c6ng ham déu tién cla T8ng théng My gdi cho
Chinh phu nudc ta.

Tuy hai chuyén di cia Edmund Robert t6i Vigt Nam khéng mang lai nhitng
k&t qu gi cu thé nhung qua d6 ciing cho ta thiy dugc riing: mic dd bat ddng ngdn
ngit vd xa cdch nhau mot dai duong nhung cd hai nuGc vin mudn qua lai thong
thuong v6i nhau trén 14p trudng binh ding hdu dat nhitng nén méng diu tién cho
cong cudc bang giao chinh thirc gita Viét Nam va Hoa Ky sau nay. C6 thé néi, hon
mot thé ky sau, Hoa Ky trd thinh mot cudng quéc hang ddu th€ gi6i mudn déng
vai trd sen ddm quoc t€, lai 4p dung mdt chinh séch cdm van doi voi cdc quoc gla
tha dich, trong d6 c6 Viét Nam.

" Ngay sau khi Cach mang thang T4m thanh c6ng, nu6c Viét Nam Dén chi
Cong hoa ra ddi. V&i dudng 16i ngoai.giao rén nguyén tdc “thém ban bét thu”,
nude Viét Nam Déan chi Cong hoa ditng ddu 1a Chd tich H6 Chi Minh luén bay t6
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thién chi sdn sang thi€t ldp quan hé hitu nghi vdi MY, giao thi€p than thién v6i My.
Song ti€c ring, chinh phd My da khong dép lai thién chi d6 cia Viét Nam, ma trdi
lai con ti€p tay cho Phdp x4m lugc Viét Nam. M§ da bd 18 co hdi ldp quan hé
ngoai giao gifta hai nuge. My da tng budc can [hlep vao Viét Nam. Ngay tir nim
1945, nhat 12 tf ndm 1950 dén nim 1954, My da c6ng nhén Chinh phi b nhin &
Viét Nam, d6ng thdi vién trg quin sy cho Phdp dé kéo dai cudc chi€n tranh xAm
luge & Viét Nam. C6 th€ n6i, chinh quyén My da di ngudc lai nhitng quan hé 6t
dep da c6 gilta hai nudc trong lich sit d€ lao vao “mot cude chi€n tranh 1am mat
long va gy chia r& nhat trong mot thé ky cia lich sit nusc My "7,

Chién tranh Béng Duong lan tht nhat 1945-1954 chdm dift véi thing loi cia
nhan din Viét Nam trong viéc gidi phéng hodn toan mién Bic, chuyén sang hai
nhiém vu chi€n luge x4y dung x4 hoi chi nghia § mién Bdc va ddu tranh gidi
phéng mién Nam va th6ng nhat nu6c nha. Trude tinh hinh d6, My da nhanh chéng
ddy Phdp ra khéi Viét Nam va trie ti€p ti€n hanh cudc chi€n tranh xdm lugc Viét
Nam. Quan hé Viét Nam - M§ trong thdi ky 1954-1975 1a quan hé d6i dau giira
nhitng ngudi bdo vé& T qudc va nhitng ngudi di xAm luge. Chinh phid Viét Nam
Dén chd Cong hda va Chi tich H6 Chi Minh da nhleu lan bay td long yéu chudng
hoa binh dé gidi quyét van dé chién tranh Bong Derng song Chinh phi M§ qua
cdc ddi t8ng théng déu 14n tranh va ho chi mudn chinh phuu Viét Nam bing sifc
manh. C6 thé néi d6 13 su ti€p tuc chinh sdch thi dich truyén th6ng clia My dbi v6i
cdch myng Viét Nam, nhung tdt yéu di phai that bai, quin doi M§ budc phdi riit
quén v€ nudc. Hau qud cda cudc chién tranh Viét Nam da gay cho nhan din hai
nudc nhiéu t6n thit ning né. Nudc M§ nhiéu ndm sau d6 vin ti€p tuc bi 4m 4nh
bdi cdi goi 1a “Héi chiéng chi€n tranh Viét Nam”.

Mic du gip pha1 that bai trong d6i ddu quin sy, cdc nha cAm quyen cia My
vén khong thdy dugc mong mudn cda nhin din hai nuée 1a duge s6ng hda binh va
hitu nghi. Gan 20 nim sau chi€n tranh Viét Nam, My van 4p dung chinh sdch
phong tda, cAm vAn hong c¢6 1dp Viét Nam vdi thé gidi. Tuy nhi€n, Viét Nam van
khong sup do, trdi lai, véi thing 1i cia cong cudc d6i mdi toan dlen va chinh sach
d6i ngoai doc lap, tu chi, rong md, da dang héa, da phu’dng héa, Viét Nam vin
dung vu’ng, th€ va lyc ngay cing ting, tré thinh mdt y&u t6 ma My phai tinh dén
trong cd cau kinh & va an ninh & khu vire. Mit khéc, hoa binh, hdp tdc va phat
rién & khu viyc di trd thanh xu thé khong thé dio ngugc; cdc nudc phat tri€n va
ASEAN huéng itng chinh sich d6i ngoai roug md cla Viét Nam, tang cudng quan
h¢ v6i Vigt Nam, v6 hiéu héa chinh sdch cAm van ciia My. Cac yeu td trén diy da
budc chinh quyén M§ phéi diéu chinh chinh sdch doi v61 Viét Nam. Ngay 3.2.1994,
tong thong Bill Clinton cng bd quyet dinh bii bd Iénh cdm van d61 véi Viét Nam
va md co quan lién lac tai Ha Noi. Ngidy 11.7.1995; Tong thong My quyét dinh
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thiét 14p quan hé ngoai giao day di véi Viét Nam va trao ddi dai si. Hai bén Viét
Nam va My thda thuin 14y ngay 12.7.1995 la ngay chinh thic 14p quan hé ngoal
giao gitta hai nudc.

Viéc binh thudng héa quan hé véi Viet Nam con 1a nhu cau cia bdn than
nhin din M§j nhim han gin v€t thuong tinh thdn cla nudc M§ do cude chién tranh
Viét Nam d€ lai. D4y ciing 12 k€t qud va chid trudng clia nudc ta nhim xdy dung
mo6t mdi quan hé binh thudng véi M, trén nguyén tdc t6n trong doc lap, chi quyén
dan tdc, khoéng can thi€p vao cong viéc ndi bd cia nhau, binh dang va cling c6 lgi.
Viéc binh thudng héa va phat trién kinh t€ - thuong mai 12 ndi dung co ban va quan
trong nhat clia quan hé hai nudc trong giai doan mdi. Pay 14 lgi ich 1au dai, 1a con
dudng dé khép lai qué khi huéng (6i tuong lai ding vG6i chd truong “Viét Nam
mudn 12 ban vdi 141 cd cdc nudc trong cong dong qudc (€, vi hda binh hgp tac va

phat trién g

Thét bai trong gin 3 thip ky can thiép biing quan sy r6i ti€p theo 1a hai thap
ky cdm van, gis diy Hoa Ky da phdi im dé&n mot chinh sdch binh thudng hda quan
hé va hop tdc phdt tri€n cang Viét Nam. Piéu nay phd hgp véi lgi ich chung cla
hai quéc gia va thé gidi, d6 ciing chinh la tim lai nhitng ¥ twdng 16t dep da ting
xudt hién trong lich st bang giao cla hai nudc.

THE FIRST AMERICAN COMMERCIAL MISSION IN VIETNAM

Tran Nam Tien

In 1832, during the reign of the Emperor Minh Mang, the first American commercial mission
came to Vietnam. They expressed to establish friendly relation with Vietnam. And in
retrospect, their great failure was not a failure after all, but they was the first American
mission” inaugurated the solid friendship which now exists Vietnam and United Sates. The
article pre.\enm some historical lessons gained from the relationships between Vietnam and
United States.
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