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SINH HOAT NGON NGU & VIET NAM :
QUA KHU, HEIEN TAI VA TUONG LAI

Buii Khdanh Thé&
Trudng Pai hoc Khoa hoc X4 hdi & Nhén vdn
(Bai nhdn ngay 04/08/1999)

TOM TAT : Neay nay moi noi trén thé gidi, sy tién by vé khoa hoc ky thu@t ddn dén sy cdi
cdch xd hoi thuong phdi A6 dign vdi vige dong thi phdi thay doi mgr 56 van dé gdn vdi thoi
quen, qudn tinh ciia ngudi ddn, thdm chi cd cia gidi cdm quyén. Vé nhiéu mdt, sy song song
t6n tai hai trang thdi nhut vy trong cang mét thoi gian c6 thé xem 1a ddc diém cia nhimg dat
nudc dang ding trude budce ngodt lich su vdi cdc nhigm vy lon lao.

J Viét Nam, ti gida nhitng nam 80 da dién ra cong cudc dbi mdi trén hdu hét cdc linh vuc
cia doi séng xd hoi. Hon mdt thdp ky troi qua ké tit d6 dén nay. Thuc tién cudc séng cho thdy
trong qud trinh nay nhiéu van dé ma Viét Nam phdi xit Iy hdu nhu déu lién quan dén moi lién
hé gitu su bién déi va su tiép noi.

Trong sinh hogt ngdn ngi, Viét Nam da ting didu hou mét cdch ¢ hidu qud moi tuong quan
gitta k& thita va phdt trién quu cdc giai doan lich si irudc ddy va ngay cd trong hién tgi. Theo
y tdc gid ciia bai viét nay, do la thanh céng ciiu chinh sdch ngbn ngit trong mgt quéc gia da
dén téc, du ngdn ngit. Va su thanh céng ndy trong qud khit va hign tqi ciing bdo ddm cd cho
sit thanh c6ng tit nay trd di trong hinh thdi sinh hoyt song ngt / da ngi@ cua Vit Nam. Mqt
khdc cdch gidi quyét moi quan hé gida k& thita va phdt trién trong sinh hogt ngdn ngit dong
thdi con ¢ thé 1a nhizng kinh nghigm va bai hoc bé ich, dinh hudng cho viéc gidi quyét thanh
cong méi quan hé gida néi tiép va bién déi trong cdc link vie khdc ciia doi séng xa hji von
chita dung nhiéi sy thuy d6i nhu ngay nay.

L. PAT VAN BE

1.T6i ngac nhién mét cdch thii vi khi bdt gdp sy gin nhau giita chi dé chinh
clia Hoi thdo I4n thi t cdc trudng Dai hoc ASEAN vé phdt trién xa héi ' (The
Fourth ASEAN Inter—University Seminar on Social Development) hop tai Pattani
(Th4i Lan) tt 16 dén 18 thdng 6, 1999 va chi dé cia cudc Hoi thdo qudc t€
Euroviet 111 (International Colloque Euroviet III) hop § Amsterdam — Ha Lan vao
thang 7/1977%. Chic chdn ring khong phdi ngdu nhién ma tat cd cdc quéc gia
trong khu vuc ddy ning dong cda th€ gisi hién nay déu ¢4 mét méi quan tdm
chung. Va ciing khong phdi ngdu nhién ma cdc nha khoa hoc quéc L€ trong qué
_trinh nghién cu Viét Nam déu tdp trung sy chd § vao khia canh nhay cdm ay cia
mdt xa hoi xem chinh sach d8i mdi nhu nhu ciu sdng con clia minh, ddng thai ciing
kh6ng ngitng coi trong sy bdo tén di san qué khi.

1.2Trong cdch dit van dé nay tiém 4n hai cAu hdi : 1/ Sy chuyén bién - hay
s d8i méi theo cach n6i cia Viét Nam hién nay — c¢6 mau thudn gi v6i y tudng gii
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gin truyén thng ciia qud khi khéng? 2/ N&u khéng, nhitng yéu 16 nio cla truyén
th&ng qua khit ¢6 thé trd thanh nhin 6 tich cwe gidp cho sy phat rién hién tai va
gidp nhu thé nao ?

Céu héi tht nhdt cdn dwgc dit ra bsi vi trong bat ky sy chuyén bién hay su
d6i méi nao ciing bao gdm su thay d6i hodc chuyén tir cdc didu kién, cdc canh
huéng néy sang cdc di€u kién cdc canh hudng khédc, ¢6 khi ddi héi sy phi dinh
mdt s6 y&u t6 v6n ¢6 nao d6“’. Nhin chung cdu héi thi nhét ¢6 thé gidi quyét theo

hudng tich cyc khong khé va di€u can thi€t 1a phii chi o vi sao giita hai dai lugng
dy khéng c6 sy mu thufin & quéc gia minh, & cong déng nhan dan minh.

Phifc tap hon va khé khan hon 13 tim 13i dép cho c4u hdi tht hai. & diy ching
ta khong nhitng phdi chi ra mot cdch chinh xdc cdc y&u 6 truyén théng nio ¢6 tac
dung hé trg cho sy bi€n ddi hién tai, ma cdn phéi chitng minh 16 y&u 16 &y ¢6 tic
dung hd trg ra sao cho sy phat trién xa hdi, tic 12 gép phan l1am cho x@ hdi bié€n ddi
theo huéng tich cuc.

1.3Trén co sd cdc kinh nghiém thyc t&€ clia minh, Viét Nam da tirng néi dén
viéc huy dong mét cdch c¢6 hiéu qud truyén théng nhiéu nghin nam lich st vao
cong cudc bdo vé va thong nhdt dat nuée trong ngét mét phin ba thé ky. Song
nhitng kinh nghiém va thanh cong di qua s& khéng b8 ich 12 bao néu nhitng mit
tich cue cia quéd khi khong hod thin vao sy nghiép xdy dung x4 h6i mdi hién nay,
thic ddy sy nghiép 4y ti€n 1én. Chinh vi thé ma cic gidi xa hd1 Viét Nam trong
tung linh vyrc hoat ddng cia minh phan ddu cho su d6i mdi cia dat nudc da thudng
xuyén phdi gidi quy€t méi quan hé gita (i€p ndi va thay ddi hay nhu & Viét Nam
ching t8i thitong néi, giita k& thira va ph4t trién.

V6i bai viét nay t6i mudn gép phan thdo ludn vé mot chi d& ma & Viét Nam
cling thu hit sy quan tdm cia x& héi c¢6 1€ khong kém cdc nuSc khdc. P6 13 sy
chuy€n bi€n chita dung nhiéu thich thitc dang dién ra khéng chi & Viét Nam ma,
theo 161 ¢6 1€ cd trong khu vic Déng Nam A’ Trén cd s& thue t& clia dsi s6ng ngén
ng® ¢ Viét Nam trong qué khi, hién tai, t6i th¥ du dodn bifc tranh tudng lai cia nd
trén boi cdnh d6i méi chung cda da't nudc minh, va ¢6 thé suy rong ra trén bdi cdnh
ca khu vuec.

II. TOAN CANH VE TINH HINH NGON NGU § VIET NAM

2.1. Nhu hau hét cdc nuc Péng Nam A, Viét Nam 13 mot quéc gia da dan toc
da nglr. Ngon ng® Viét Nam hién nay 1 mét tdp hgp gdm 54 thd ti€ng thude 8
nhém va quy vé 3 gia dinh ngén ngi.
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i. Nhém Viét- Muong

2. Nhém Mon- Khmér
Gia dinh ngon ngit Nam A s 3. Nhém Bana
| 4. Nhom Katu
5. Nhém Khmu

6. Nhém Nam Pdo luc dia (Chamic)
Gia dinh ngdn ngi Nam Théi 7. Nh6m Thdi-Kadai |

8. Nhém Hméng- Yao

: ' 9. Nh6m H
Gia dinh ngén ngit Han- Tang/ ok

(Theo quan di€m phén loai cia P.K.Benedict vé Nam Théi va Tang- Mién)

Tinh hinh da ngi¥ nay, theo cdc truyén thuyét dén gian va céc cf liéu lich sif
cho thdy, da tén tai ngay tif thasi ky hinh thanh hat nhén dau tién clia cong ddng
nhin din Viét Nam va dugc bd sung ngay cang phong phi trong qua trinh phét
trién cia minh, nhat 12 tir thé ky XI trd di, khi Pai Viét md rong khdng gian sinh
tn v& phia nam, hgp nhat v6i mot s6 ving dit va cu din méi.

Trong tap hgp ngdn ngi ndy, do nhiéu nhén t6 khdch quan, ti€ng Viét tr lau
di-1a thi ti€ng duge nhitng cu din thudc cdc thanh phan sac tgc khac nhau ting
budc sit dung lam cong cu giao ti€p chung. C6 nhiéu nhan & gbp phin vao viéc
xéc dinh vi tri d6 cda ti€ng Viét. Trong nhitng nhan 8 4y, di nhién nhén t5 vé s6
lugng ¢6 vi tri quan trong, nhung khong phdi la duy nhat.

2.2. Thuc ra trén con dudng phat tri€n cia minh ti€ng Viét da trai qua cic
budc thang trim theo s6 phén lich si clia nhan dén va dat nude Viét Nam. Trén dai
thé ¢6 thé chia qu4 trinh nay thanh nam thdi ky.

Thai ky thit nhat duge bit ddu i sy ra ddi cia nha nudc Vian Lang (chua xdc
dinh nién dai chinh xdc) va k&t thic v6i cudc xam luge cia Trigu ba (207- 111
BC). Tinh hinh giao ti€p ngdn ngi trong thdi ky nay hin da dién ra trong xu thé qui
tu cdng v6i qud trinh ting bude hgp nhat cu dén cdc bd lac: Tuy da cd nhiéu c6

gdng, nhung cho dén nay cdc nha khoa hoc cling chua tim thdy ddu vét cla chit viét

Viét ¢6 dugc gia dinh 1a ¢6 th€ manh nha dudi mét hinh thitc ndo d6. Dau vdy qua
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sy giao luu gilta cdc bd lac sy quy tu ngdn ngit vin c6 thé dién ra va chit viét diu
¢6 vai trd quan trong van khong phdi la nhén t6 duy nhat d€ th6ng nhat ngén ngi.

Thoi ky thit hai trang vdi giai doan Viét Nam bj phong kién Trung Quéc xam
luge va thong tri. Hoan cdnh lich st lic bdy gi® di lam thay ddi hinh thdi giao tiép
ngon ngit. Tiéng H4n va chit Han vdi tr cich ngdn ngt 1a cda the luc théng tri
ngoai bang va cla cdc nhém di ddn Han di giy su bi€n d6i ¢d ban vé moi rwong
giao ti€p ngdn ngi trong xd hoi Viét Nam, ma thdi 4y dugc xem 1a mot quén (quéin
Giao Chi) cla d€ quéc Han. Ti€ng H4n vira ¢6 wu th€ vé chinh tri vira ¢6 chd dua
cia mét nén vin hod phong phi va mot hé théng vin ty dugc dinh hinh rit sém,
nén da chi€m linh toin bd cdc pham vi hoat ddng chinh thic trong xa hoi (hanh
chinh, ludt phdp, gido duc, ...) ddy ti€ng Viét va céc ngbn nglt ddn tdc ban dia khic
xudng vi tri thit yé&u.

Thoi ky thit ba phdt khdi tif sau khi Ng6 Quyén chién thing quan Nam Han
trén séng Bach Ping, gianh lai quyén doc lap cho dat nudc (938 AD). Day la giai
doan lich sit cye ky phong phi v6i nhiéu bi€n ddi da dang.

b6 1a thoi ky bdo vé nén doc lap va ciing c6 chi quyén, xdy dung va ph4t
trién dat nudc, phuc hung nén vin hod ban dia va khdng dinh bdn sic [ruyen th6ng
von ¢6 cla minh. Cin néi rd mot diéu 1a trong thdi ky nay ti€ng Hén ¢6 dién va
chit Han van ti€p tuc dugc cic triéu dai Viét Nam va cdc gidi tri thitc Viét Nam st
dung nhu céng cu giao ti€p d€ khdi phuc va phdt tri€n nén van hod cla dit nudc.
Mat khéc, ur th€ ky XII1, dd bdt ddu xudt hién mot loai chi vi€t riéng cda minh 1a
chit Ném, dé€ c6 thé ghi lai ti€ng néi dén toc, phan 4nh chin xdc hon ¥ chi va tim
tinh cia dén toc.

Thoi ky thit tr bdt dau tit khi cdc 4nh hitong vin hod, bao gém ca tén gido,
dén tir phuong Tay tdc ddng ngay cang truc ti€p dén xa hoi Viét Nam va dugc
khdng dinh v6i sy kién d€ qudc Phdp thi€p 1ap ché d6 thude dia trén toan lanh thé
VIét Nam

Sy thay d8i nay vé& mit chinh tri- xd hoi kéo theo sy thay déi trong sinh hoat”
ngbn ngd. Ti€ng Ph4p, chit Phdp thay cho vi tri cla ti€ng Han, chit Hin va trd
thanh ngén ngi¥ chinh thifc cda xi hoi thude dia V1et Nam. Ti€ng Viét va cdc ngdn
ngl ban dia khéc ti€p tuc bj day xudng hang thi y&u.

Chinh trong thdi ky ndy mét tht van ty mdi ghi ti€ng Viét din din hinh thanh
va thay thé€ cho chit Ném. D6 1a loai vin ty La tinh hod nay dugc goi l1a chit qudc
nglt. Vén ban dau la phuong tién dé ngudi phuong T4y ghi chép, hoc ti€ng Viét va
truyén gido, sau d6 dudc chinh quyén thudc dia Phdp si dung trong chinh sdch binh
dinh cia ho, chit quGc ngit din din duge gi6i tri [hlIC Viét Nam bién thanh céng cu
vén héa cia phong trao yéu nudc.
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Tuy nhién tiéng Viét véi chit qudc ngit vin & dia vi thit cdp trong xa hoi Viét
Nam thudc dia Phédp

Thoi ky thi nim duge ddnh ddu mdc bing mdt van kién lich si. D6 bdn
Tuyén ngdn doc lap 2.9.1945, cdng bd trén toan th€ gidi sy ra ddi cla ndde Viét
Nam mdi sau chi€n tranh th€ gidi thit II. Sy hanh chic cia tiéng Viét hién nay
chinh 1a sy ti€p tuc thdi ky nay. Tuy chua phdi da dai lau, nhung giai doan lich s
nay dang ching ki€n nhitng thay doi rdt quan trong trong xa hdi Viét Nam. Vi to
cdch 12 bd sit bién nién cla nhan dan, ti€ng Viét cang c6 thé phdn dnh trung thanh
bitc tranh x4 hoi. Mat khac, tir thoi di€m lich sit 4y, 2.9.1945, ti€ng Viét phéi din
din ganh vdc chifc ning x& hdi toan dién nhu ba't ct mot ngdn nglt qubc gia nao.

2.3 Trudc bi€n ¢4 lich s quan trong &y mdt s8 vin dé vé chinh sdch ngdn ngit
tat y&u phai dugc ditra la :

a. Trong diéu kién lich st xd hdi méi ndy vai trd cla cdc ngdn ngl din toc
trong tdp hop cdc ngbn ngit & Viét Nam 12 gi ? Gilta ti€ng Viét v6i tu cdch l1a ngdn
ng® qudc gia v6i cdc ngdn ngit din tdc khdc trong cong dong nhin din c6 mdi
quan hé nhu thé nao?

b. Lam th& nao mot ngén ngit cho dén thdi di€m dat nudce gianh lai dyde nén
doc 14p van thudng xuyén bi ddy vao dia vi thit yéu, & vao tinh trang bat lgi, lai c6
thé dd diéu kién- c4 vé mat phat trién c4u tric ngif phdp, 14n tiém ning ¥ vung va
phong cich chic ning — d€ lam c6ng cu giao ti€p xa hoi toan dién cho mdt qubc
gia ma trong hang nita th€ ky luén luén c6 nhitng bi€n ddi 16n lao nhu Viét Nam?

Trén nhitng nét 1dn ta c6 th€ hinh dung sinh hoat giao ti€p ngbn ngi trong xa
hoi viét Nam hién nay tudng ty nhu sy phdn cdng lao dong trong bat ky mot cong
d6ng nhan din nao. Trén linh vyc sinh hoat ngdn ngi, d6 12 sy phdn bd chitc ning
gifta cdc thi ti€ng trong tAp hgp ngdn ngl. Sy phan bd chifc ndng dy vira dugc hinh
thanh mét cdch ty nhién qua cudc séng hién thyc clia dit nude vira duge bdo ddm
biing cdc cd s& phdp 1y, dd ghi rd trong hi€n phép va trong cdc van kién nha nudc.

Trén quy md toan qudc ti€ng Viét 12 ngdn ngt giao ti€p gitta moi din tdc-
thanh vién clia toan thé cong dong nhan dan Viét Nam. Trong khi d6 thi tiéng géc
dan tdc thi€u s6, dit véi s6 luong it hay nhiéu déu 12 ngdn ngt giao ti€p trong ndi
bo din toc minh, giao ti€p v6i cdc din tdc khdc trong cing mét khu vye cu trd, 12
ngdn ngit bi€u hién va gidi thiéu thanh phan vin héa vi mé (microculture) ciia mdi
dan 16¢™. Trong s6 nhitng ngdn ngit clia cdc din tdc thi€u s& thi hién dang c6 tdm
thtt ti€ng thudc hé théng chuong trinh gido duc song nglt do B Gido duc va Pao
tao chinh thitc 4n dinh. PGS 13 ngdn ngit cia cdc dan tdc thi€u s6 c¢6 dong cu dan
(Khmer, Mudng, Hméng), ngdn ngt dudc ding giao ti€p 14n nhau gita cdc dan tdc
ciing s6ng chung trong mdt ving (Thai Tay Bic, Tay, Edé,..), ngén ngt cda din
t6c-c6 truyén thdng va di sdn van héa ldu doi (Cham). Trir vai ba thif ti€ng c¢6 van
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t¢ ¢6 nhu Cham, Khmer, Thdi TB (theo hé vin ty Nam An ¢6) chit ném Tay, chit
ndm Dao con céc thi ti€ng din tdc thi€u s6 khdc & Viét Nam déu dung hé chit cdi
Latinh dé€ ghi ti€ng néi cda minh. Cdc cd quan nghién citu va cdc trudng Pai hoc
dugce nha nudc hé trg va khuyén khich dé giip dd cac dan toc thi€u s6 xdy dung va
st dung cdc hé théng chit cdi &y. Nhitng dan t6c thiu s6 nao chua c6 hodc khong
dii diéu kién thuc hién chuong trinh gido duc song ngi thi ddng chit viét trong doi
s6ng hang ngay, trong hoat dong vin héa nghé thuat va dé ghi chép, bdo tdn, phd
bi€n cdc sdng tdc dan gian. Pi€u ndy c6 tdc dung rat tich cuc khong chi d6i véi
viéc gilf gin, ma cd d6i v4i sy phét tri€n cdc thanh phin vin héa vi m6 trong téng
thé van héa vi mé Viét Nam®.

S4 di ti€ng Viét ¢6 di diéu kién va tiém ning d€ didm bdo nhin moi chic
ning xa hdi khi dit nu6c budc vao giai doan lich st m6i chinh 12 vi cdc diéu kién
va tiém nang 4y da dudc tich lily trong suét qu trinh lich sit trudc d6, bat chap moi
trd luc khach quan. Trong Chu nghia thyc ddn va chinh sdch ngén ngit ¢ Viét Nam
John De Francis da viét: “Kinh nghiém Viét Nam cho thdy nhin din Viét Nam c6
th€ vugt qua d€ tn tai nhu thé nao truSc nguy co bi hiy diét vé mit vin héa va
ngdn ngi;ho da k&t hgp duge cudce dau tranh cho ti€ng néi va chit viét cda minh
v6i cudc ddu tranh rong 16n cho cdc quyén t6i cao cla din tdc va cude cdch mang
x4 h6i” (J. DeFranis, 1977). Su k&t hop nay bit ddu v6i sy nhin thic va chuyén
bi€n thdi do ctia cdc nha nho yéu nudc Viét nam d6i véi chit quéc ngit ma chinh
quyén thudc dia Phdp dung nhu mot ¢6ng cu dé thuc thue hién chinh sach binh dinh
cla ho va d€ ting budc dua ti€ng Phap, chit Phdp va vin héa Phap vao thay thé
cho dnh hudng cla ti€ng Hén, chit Hin va vin héa Hén trong x4 hdi Viét Nam.
Hon 40 nam chdp nhén chir vi€t Latinh hoa nhu chit quéc ngif 1a 40 nam cac thé hé
tri thitc Viét Nam t¥ cyu hoc dén tdn hoc trau déi ti€ng Viét qua cdc hoat déng
sang téc, bdo chi, xudt bdn va c4 phd bién khoa hoc, gido duc ldong yéu nudc cho
nhén dén, tr wén van dan cdng khai cho dén hoat dong bi mat cda nhitng chi€n si
yéu nudc (B.K.Thé, 1997).

Tudng nhu mét nghich 1y, nhung thyc t& 1a chinh qua sy phat trién trong hoan
cdnh ngat nghéo cda dat nudc mat quyén doc lap, ma ti€ng Viét ngdy cing c6 tic
dung cd k&t va lam viing manh khéi cong dong da din toc Viét Nam. Tdc dung Ay
cang dugc phat huy cao hon trong théi ky duge doc lap tu do va trong cudc chi€n
ddu bdo vé doc lap ty do. Ngay sau ngay doc lap, nha nudc cach mang di dé ra
b6n nhi€ém vu lién quan dé€n ngdn ngit : 1/ Xod nan ma chit; 2/ M3 réng viéc ding
ti€ng Viét; 3/ Chudn héa ngdn ngit va 4/ Dung chit qudc ngit d€ gidi thiéu cho toan
thé cong déng nhan dan Viét Nam, bo phan di sdn vdan héa trong qué khit duge viét
bing chit Han va ch Nom. Thanh tyu quan trong trong thdi ky nay vé mat xay
dung ngbn ngl van hoc dan tdc 14 ding ti€ng Viét va chit qudc nglt d€ x6a mi chif
cho nhitng ngudi chwa biét doc, bi€t vi€t va thyc hién thanh cong diéu wu tién ma
nhd nudc mdi di dé ra sau ngdy cong b6 trude todn quéc va todn th€ gidi ban
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Tuyén ngon doc lap : "Dang uéng Viét ¢ tdt ca cdc cip cia nén giao duc quoc
dan”. Ban vé thanh tyu 16n nay mot nha gido duc da viét : “Riéng vé mat ngdn
ngi théi, t6i nghi dan tdc ta ciing da déng gép cho nhén loai mdt thi nghi€ém tot, rat
dang nghién ctu vé sy ti€n héa ciia mot ngdn ngt dé nhanh chéng thich @ng véi
nhitng doi hdi méi cia khoa hoc dang phat trién nhu vii bdo” (Nguy Nhu Kontum,
1968).

Qu4 trinh md rdng cdc hoat dong ngdn ngi trong mot quéc gia da-dan tdc, vira
gianh lai nén doc lap tif sau chi€n tranh th€ gi6i 1an thit 11, 1am ndy sinh hang loat
yéu ciu mdi va cling giip gi6i lanh dao tich lily dugc nhitng kinh nghi€m tot dé
giadi quy&t hang loat m&i quan hé trong sy hanh chifc va trong ciu tric ngén ngd.
D6 1a cdc quan hé giita ngdn ngit quoc gia va ngén ngl dan tdc thi€u s8, giita yéu
cAu bdo vé ban sic cla ngdn ngit din toc va ning cao ty 1€, khd ning ndm vitng
mot s6 ngoai ngit d€ ddp ng yéu clu giao luu qubc t€ va qua sy ti€p xic ngdn ngd
thu nhin cdc yéu 16 méi nhu thé ndo, gita chudn héa ngdn ngit trong twong quan
v8i tinh dan chd trong sinh hoat ngdn ngl cla x4 hdi. Va ngay nay chinh quyén
nhan din vin ti€p tuc hodn thién chinh sdch ngdn ngl ma trong hon 1/2 thé€ ky qua
da dugc hién thuc héa trong cude séng thuc t€. Cdc hudng di d€ hodn thién chinh
sdch &y 12 : 1/ Khdng dinh vai trd cda ti€ng Viét trong tr cach 12 ngdn ngilt quéc gia
va 12 ¢6ng cu giao ti€p chinh cia x4 hoi Viét Nam; 2/ C6 nhifng bién phdap thich
hgp gitip bdo tdn cdc ngdn ngit din tdc va gidp cho nhitng ngdn ngit &y c6 thé bi€u
hién mot cach t6t nhat cdc dic di€ém van héa cia mbi dan tdc; 3/ Ap dung céc
phuong sdch thich hgp nhim khuy&n khich moi vién chic, dac biét 1a th€ hé tré
nim vitng ngoai ngit, bén canh ti€ng me dé, d€ md rong kha ndng giao luu quic &
(Bai Khdanh Thé, 1997).

lIl. TU BAI HOC QUA KHU VA HIEN TAI, NGHI VE B3I SONG NGON
NGU NGAY MAI.

3.1. Khéng chi v& mit chitc ning x4 hdi ma cd v€ ciu tric ngdn ngi, cac thi
ti€ng trong tip hgp ngdn ngit Viét Nam, tf ngdn ngit qudc gia dén cdc ngdn ngd
dan to¢ thi€u s, déu trd nén phong phi hon vé mit t vyng, tinh t&€ va logic hon
trong cdch dién dat (Nguyén Kim Thén..., 1992; Hodng Vin Ma,1975).

La cong cu giao tiép ciia X hoi, ngdn ngt, theo quy luit chung,mot mat phai
phuc vu cho moi nhu cau sinh hoat xd hoi, mit khdc chinh trong qué trinh hanh
chifc sdu rong 4y ma ngdn ngt khéng ngirng phét trién. Va do dugc quy dinh bdi
hoan cdnh x4 hdi nén ngdn ngit khong thé khéng mang cdc ddu &n clda nhiing bi€n
d6i x4 hoi trong thdi dai ma né dang ton tai hién nay. C6 hai dic di€m néi bat
trong sinh hoat ngdn ngit § Viét Nam vao thdi ky ndy. M6t 1a do phdi théa man nhu
ciu giao ti€p sau rong hon bat ky giai doan lich sit ndo trude diy nén ti€ng Viét da
phat tri€n nhanh vé c4u tric ciing nhu md rong nhiu vé chitc ndng xa hoi. Hai 12
trong thdi ky nay su ti€p xdic ngbn ngit ciing trd nén sdu rong hop bao gid hét. Quy
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md sdu rong cla sy ti€p xuc khéng chi dién ra gita cdc phuong ngit trong ndi bo
cdu tric dia ly cla ti€ng Viét, gilta cdc thi ti€ng cla tdp hgp ngdn ng Viét Nam,
ma cd giita cdc thi ti€ng 4y vdi nhifng ngoai ngu dugc st dung ngay cang tré nén
phd bién tai Viét Nam. Diéu nay lam cho mot s6 ngu’dl lo ngai vé “su bi€n chat”
cla cdc ngdn nglt § Viét Nam, dic biét 1d cia ti€ng Viét, ngdn ngit qudc gia.
Nhung thyc t&€ cho thdy, trlf mét s6 “canh tim giti”, mot vai “gidng thdo mdc la”,
con thi rng cay ngdn nglf Viét Nam van phat tri€n xanh t6t. Diéu d6 c6 nghia la
cdc thit ti€ng trong tdp hgp ngon nglr Viét Nam trong qud trinh ti€p xic va ph4t
tri€n van gitta virng ban sdc von o ciia minh va hodn toan ¢6 kha ndng thich nghi

VOl cdc yeu cdu giao ti€p ngbn nglt khéng chi trong nude, ma cd trong khu vuc va
trén, thé gidi.

Xét v& mit quan hé ngdn nglt ta c¢6 thé thdy trong xa hoi Viét Nam hién c6
md1i tuong lién giita ba loai ngbn ngdn dang cung song song ton tai va ddp ng nhu
cdu giao ti€p xi hoi theo nguyen tic phan cong linh vire hanh chifc: ngdn ngit cdc
dan tdc thiéu s, ngdn ngit quic gia — tic ti€ng Viét — va cdc ngoai ngt dugc s
dung phé bién trén thé gi6i. Nhu vay, trén bdi canh lich sif mdi tit sau thang 9 ndm
1945 dén nay, Viét Nam van ti€p tuc 12 mot xa hoi da ngld nhu wrude day. Tuy
nhién ¢6 diéu khéc trudc 1a ti€ng Viét da dugc thuc tién cude s6ng “tdm phong lén
lam ng6n ngi chinh thic va phd thoéng” (dong theo y tudng cia F. de Saussure:
“promu au rang de langue officielle et commune” ... trong Gido trinh ngén ngit hoc
dai cuong) tirc 1a duge ding lam cbng cu giao tiép tién 1gi nha't phd bién nhat cho
nhan dan cdc dén tdc trong cd nuSe Viét Nam. Duge cude séng tdn phong & day
déng thdi ciing phan 4nh mot hién thye lich sif 12 ¢ Viét Nam xwa nay cdc dan tdc
thiéu s6 khong hé ¢6 thdi d9 khong chdp nhidn ti€ng Viét 1am ngén ngit chung,
ngdn nglt quic gia (Hoang Tue 1993) va mic nhién, ty nguyén nhip thin vio
dong dién ti€n thuc (€ 4y. Trén binh dién giao luu quéc t€ ti€ng Viét con la phuong
tién gidi thigu vdn h6éa Viét Nam cho nhin din ban vé trén thé g161, va ngudc lai
qua nhifng dich pham (¥ cdc ngoai ngif sang ti€ng Viét, nhan dn cdc dan toc thidu
s6 Viét Nam c6 thé thudng xuyén, thuin tién ti€p nhdn cdc gid tri van héa cla
nhifng dan 5@0 khéc, trong nudc ciing nhu ngoai nudc.

Trong diéu kién xa hdi Viét Nam phdt tri€n nhanh chéng nhu hon nita thé ky
qua mgt ngbén nglf mdi vucon 1&n thanh ngdn ngit qudc gia sau khi ddt nudc thodt
khéi thdn phan “xit thudc dia” da khong thé nao dip ng moi nhu cdu giao ti€p xa
hdi né€u né khéng biét k& thira truyén théng ngdn ngir dan gian va ngbn ngit vin
tho dugc tich tu tif cdc giai doan lich sit trude. Mt khéc, ngdn nglt 4y cling khong
thé nao ddp dng dugc moi linh vyc giao ti€p xa hoi ludn ludn bién chuyén, néu
ngu’dl st dung ngdn ngit chi bam 14y nhitng gi vén ¢6 ma khong bi€t ti€p nhan cdc
y€u t6 mdi dé€ lam giau cho tiéng néi ctia minh qua sy giao luu van héa va ti€p xiic
ngdn nglf ngay cang phong phu.
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Su hinh thanh va phét trién cla doi s6ng ngdn ngit & Viét Nam trong cdc giai
doan lich st tru6c day ciing nhu hién nay cho phép ta nghi ring quan hé giao ti€p
da ng clng vdn 13 hinh thdi sinh hoat ngdn ngi 1§ tudng trong tuong lai lau dai
ctia dit nudc nay. M6i quan hé giita ngdén ngl qudc gia (ti€ng Viét), ngdn nglt cdc
din toc thi€u s6 va cdc ngdn ngit ding phd bién trong khu vyc va trén thé gidi sé
ti€p tuc ton tai v4i su diu chinh vé mic do va tinh chat phS bi€n cia mdi loai
ngdn ngl trong ting linh vyc (quan hé kinh t€ dia phudng, quan hé giao ti€p gita
cdc dan toc trén toan qudc, quan hé giao luu qudc t€, linh vyc vin héa nghg thuit,
linh vuc khoa hoc k§ thudt v.v..) va ting thdi gian cu thé. Vai trd diéu chinh dy la
thudc vé chinh sdch ngén ngl ciing nhu phu thudc vao trinh dd nhédn thic va hanh
vi, tng xif ngdn ngit clia ngudi st dung — chd nhin cia ngén ngif. Nhi¢m vy cia
ngdn ngit hoc, dic biét cda xa hoi ngdn nglr hoc, 1a bdi dudng y thitc va tao thoi
quen ¥ng x{ ngdn ngl cho moi ngudi, nhat 12 cho gidi tré. Giéng nhu trong céc linh
vuc doi song khac, & day viéc tao dugc mot moi tuong quan hgp 1y gitta ti€p ndi
truyén théng qua khit va bi€n ddi d€ phi hgp vdi nhu cau ti€n bd hién tai 12 nhén
t6 bdo ddm cho sy phat trién ding huéng cla titng ngdn ngit va cla sinh hoat ngén
ngif cia todn x4 hoi néi chung. Thiét nghi ddy ciing 1a nhitng kinh nghi€m va bai
hoc vé sy k& thira va phét trién ma cdc linh vyc khic ¢6 th€ tham khio d€ thich
nghi dugc v6i xa hoi ludn ludn tiém 4n khd ning bi€n déi.

Trong tuong lai, theo t6i, hinh thdi song nglf — va ¢ d6i noi 14 hinh rhdi da ng
— vén 12 hinh thdi giao ti€p ngdn ng 1y twéng d6i vdi xd hoi Viét Nam. Thi€t nghi
mdi quan hé bién chitng (dialectic relationship) gifta continuity and change dugc
th€ hién trong linh vuc giao tiép ngdn ngit ciing tiéu bi€u va dién hinh cho méi
quan hé dé & céac linh vyc khac trong qud trinh critical transitions dang dién ra &
Viét Nam hién nay.

GHI CHU :

~ Bén ti€ng Anh cda bainay da dugc gi6i thiéu tai cudc Hoi thdo 1an thi ar
gilta cdc trudng dai hoc ASEAN vé phit trién x4 hoi, hop & Pattani (Th4i Lan) tl
16 — 18/6/1999.

1.Southeast Asia into 21 Century: Critical Transitions, Continuity and
Change.

2.Vietnamesse Society in Transition: Continuity and Change.

3.Tir di€n The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language dinh
nghia nhu sau & muc tr Renovate:

Renovate: 1. To restore to an earlier condition, as by repairing or remodeling

2. To impart new vigor to; to revive.

47



Science & Technology Development, Vol 2, No 10-1999

4. Vin héa Viét Nam ngay nay, theo quan niém cia ching t6i, 12 m6t phitc
thé (complex) vdn héa vi mé (mocroculture) ma vin héa cla cdc din tdc thi€u s6
trong c¢Ong dong nhin din 1a cdc thanh vién van héa vi mo (mocroculture). Trong
phirc thé van héa vi mé ciing nhu trong cdc thinh vién vin héa vi méo mgon ngd
vira 1 cong cu bi€u hién hitu hiéu nhat cda van héa néi chung vira 1a chat liéu cla
mOt dang van héa dic bigt la van hoc, van hoc truyén miéng ciing nhu van chuong
(literature).

5. Pédng chii § 1a hdu nhu trong s6 cdc gidi thudng van hoc nghé thudt dinh ky
cla Hoi lién hiép van hoc nghé thuat Viét Nam déu c6 mat cdc sdng tidc vin tho
cla nhitng tdc gid ngudi dan toc thi€u s6. Ching han nhu M&i tinh Mudng Sinh cla
Vuong Trung (dan tdc Thdi), Peo phay mi moi / Ngon lita khéng tit cia CAm Biéu
(Thai), Mua Xuédn B’li khong v€, Tap truyén ngdn cla Lé Nguyén Ngit (Chim),
Nang Hré Hrat, Tdp truyén ngdn clia Ngoc Phugng (Khmer S6¢ Trang), Dong song
May, the cia Lo Ngin Sim (Tay — Lao Cai), Tuyén tip ca khic cda Linh Nga
(Ede), Thdp ning cda Inrasara — Phi Tram (Chim)...

THE LANGUAGE LIFE IN VIETNAM : PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
Bui Khanh The

Today, as often happens in the world, scientific and technological advanement and tragic socil
und economic conflict exist side by side. In many respects, this parallel existence hus been defining
characteristic of the relationship between change and continuity the world over. Thus, the problems
that flow from this dynamic have become u glogle concern. This is especially true in Vietnam, a
country that has been experiencing anew the effects of modernization since undertaking reform
measures in 1986. ‘ i

Recently, the impact of Vietnam's renovation were discussed at a 1997 Conference in
Amsterdam (Holland) entitled: Vietnam Society in Transition: Continuity and Change. A centerpiece
of the discussions was the unprecedented changes that have take place in Vietnumese hiistory has
been the efforts of its people to reconcile chunge and continuity in the context of Vietnumese society.

The effects of tradition and transformation on society can observed along many dimensions.
However, one of the fields that cast these events into sharpest relief is lunguage. It is especsiully true
aguinst the buck-drop of grawing globalization in the world today. Vietnam is a particularly vivid
example of this. That is, Vietnam is a mulryting'ual sociesaty and as such it is a confluence of
different languages, literally a living luboratory to study the roles of and the results that occur when
different languages come into contact. More importantly, the change and continuity that is raking
place along these linguistic lines, ales has relevace for understanding forces and factore that are
impacting other aspects of society both in Vietnam and elsewhere. As a result, based on the
experience of the past and present, the author of this paper I would like to discuss the next stage of
languuge life which Viema will enter in the 21* century. The author’s hope und intent is that from
this study he can offer useful analysis and foment discussion on topic and problems that various
people-especially the people and countries of the ASEAN region-and countries in the world have, are *
and will experience.
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Southeast Asia into 21 * century: Critical Transitions, continuity and change.

! Vietnamese Society in Transition : continuity and chang?

) The American Heritage Dicdrionary of the English Lunguage. RENOVATE

= 1. To restore 10 an earlier condition, as repairing or remodeling

2. To impart new vigar to ; 10 revive.

* Vidn hou Vigt Nam ngay nay. theo quan nigm cia ching o, la mg1 phic thé (complex) vdn hda vi mo (Mucroculture) ma
vdn hda ciia cdc ddn 16c thiéu 56 trong cong déng nhdn ddn la cdc thanh vién van héu vi mé. Trong phiic thé van hoa vi
mé cing nhu trong cdc thanh vién vdn héa vi mé, van héa vi mé ciing nhu cde thanh vién vdn héa vi mé ngén ngit vitu la
cong cu biéu hién vira 1a chdl ligu cda vdn hda ddn gian (folklore) ciing nhie cia vdn hoc thanh van (literature). (Bii
Khdnh Thé, 1990, 1993).

? Bdng chii y la hdu nhu cdc gidi thudng van hoc nghé thudt dinh ky déu cé mdt cdc sdng tdc van hoc dinh ky déu ¢6 mdt
cdc sdng tde van hoe nghg thudt ciia ede ddn 19c thi€u s6. Chdng hun “Previously most of the work of popular culture from
minority groups which were transluted into Vieinamese were folk songs, proverbs; folktale, und u few epic poems which
were collected during the period before 1945. In recent years many more literary works have been prinied in bilingual
editions. For examble, the Tay researcher Lucvan Pao translated and edited Phong Slu and Luon Coi in bilingual
publications, while the Cham scholar Inrasara produced Cham-Vietames collections: Van hoc dan gian Cham (Cham
popular literature) (1995), Van hoe Cham I: Khai luan (Cham Literary 1: OQutline- 1994), and Van hoc Cham 1I: Truong ca
(Cahm Literary 1I: Epics- 1996).

Among the forty-six works awarded literary prizes in 1995 were seven by minority writers:Moi tinh Muong Sinh (Love at
Muong Sinh) by Vuong Trung (Thai); Peo fay mi moi/ Ngon lua khong tat (The fire won't go out), a poetry collectionby
Cam Bien (Tay); Mua xuan B'li khong ve (B’li isn’1 coming home this spring), a collection of short siories by Le Nguyen
Ngu (Cham); Nang he Hrat (Miss He Hrat), short stories by Ngoc Phuong from Soc Trang (presumably and ethnit Khmer-
trans); Dong song may (Cloud River), poetry by Lo Ngan Sim from Lao Cuai (Thai?); and Tuyen tap cua khuc (Sellected
songs) by Ling Nga Niek Dam (Ede).
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