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Abstract:

Phan Boi Chau, a revolutionary Confucian scholar, lived in the
transitional period of the Confucian decline and the replacement of Western
studies for the traditional ones. In the context of countless misconceptions on
learning, or little understanding of Confucianism, Phan Boi Chau wrote “Khong
Hoc Dang” Book (The Lamp of Confucianism) aiming at redefining the purpose of
learning, highlighting the Confucian learning spirit to maintain good behaviors
in life. As held by Phan Boi Chau, the old learning was the foundation, the new
learning the material for a beautiful castle. Learning was not to serve as slaves
to the past nor to the present. Phan Boi Chau divided the Book, in accordance
with its content, into “Luan Ngu”, “Dai hoc” and “Trung Dung” with different
titles for better translation and interpretation, not just translating from the first
chapter to the last one as many other scholars would do. Phan Boi Chau
displayed the Confucian history from the early time to the making of the nation
with a very methodical, logical chronicle, highlighting the core values of the
doctrine. Interpreting the Confucian thinking, Phan was not dependent upon the
old thoughts to the national issues and others facing society then. In general,
Phan Boi Chau possessed a new outlook and independent thinking, bringing into
full play the essence of the doctrine of Kong zi and Meng zi.

PHAN BOI CHAU VGl NHO HQC

(Nhdn duoc ngay 26/3/1998)
Tém tdt:

Phan B&i Chéu, mét nha nho cdch mang, séng vao budi giao thoi cia Nho
hoc suy tan va T4y hoc dang thay th& d4n cho cai hoc cii. Trude thuc trang nhiéu
ngudi ¢6 quan niém sai ldm vé su hoc, khéng hiéu hodc hidu khéng ding Nho
hoc, Phan Bé6i ChAau bién soan bé sidch Khéng hoc ding nhim dat lai vdn dé muc
dich cta su hoc, xién minh cdi tinh than cia Nho hoc dé duy tri thé dao nhén
tdm. Theo Phan B6i Ch4u, c4i hoc cii 1A nén tdng, cai hoc méi la vét liéu, hai bén
gitip nhau dé xay dung mot tdba nha dep dé. Hoc khéng phai dé lam né 18 cho
ngudi doi xua ma ciing khong phai dé 1am nd 1& cho nguti doi nay. Phan Béi
Chau chia néi dung cdc sach Lun ngii, Pai hoc va Trung dung thanh nhiing dé
muc khéc nhau dé dich va dién gidi, chi khong dich tif thién ddu dén thién cuéi
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nhu céc dich gid khac vAn lam. Phan Béi Chau trinh bay lich st Nho hoc tir khéi
thiy dén d4u th¥i Dan quéc theo mot trinh tu hop 1§, khoa hoe va néu bat duge
cdi cdt tiy cla hoc thuyét mdi nha. V& dién gidi tu tudng Nho gia, Phan Béi
Chéau khong 18 thube vao ¥ kién cla ngudi xua, 14y ¥ riéng ma gidi thich va cai
chi nhiing gidi thich ctia Téng Nho, lai lién hé tu tudng cta thanh hién véi viéc
nude ta va viéc ngay nay. Téng chi, Phan Bdi Chéu c¢6 mét nhan quan méi mé, cé
tinh than doc lap vé tu tudng, khéng né c8, phat huy duge phan tinh hoa cia hoc
thuyét Khéng Manh.

Phan Béi Chéu (1867 — 1940) sinh ra va l6n 18n trong thoi m4&t nuée, Nho
hoc suy tan, T4y hoc ddn dén chifm wu thé&, réi cudi cing thay han cho c4i hoc
ci. Thoi bay git nhiéu ngudi quan niém sai 1dm vé su hoc, khéng hiéu hodc hiéu
khéng ding Nho hoc. Chinh Phan Béi Chau ciing 14 nan nhén cia c4i hoc khoa
ctf hi bai. Vi thé, nam 1929, khi Phan Béi Chau bi Phép giam 16ng tai Bén Ngy
(Hué), cu da dat lai van dé muc dich cia su hoc, xién minh c4i tinh than cia Nho
hoc dé phu tri thé dao nhén tdm. Bai viét nay nh¥m muc dich tim hiéu nhan
quan cda Phan Bgi Chéu, mét nha Nho cdch mang, v& Nho hoc qua bd sdch
Khéng hoc déng cia cu.

1. QUAN NIEM CUA PHAN BOI CHAU VE MUC PiCH CUA VIEC HOC

Thoi bay gi 1a giao thdi cia Nho hoc va T4y hoc. Ngudi thi bai bac céi
hoc cii, nguti thi céng kich cdi hoc méi. Khéng nhitng thé, ngudi ta con quan
niém sai l4m vé muc dich cta viéc hoc. Phan B6i Chau da manh mé bay td ¥
kién clia cu vé viée hoc.

I.1. Cdi hoc cii va cdi hoc mdi tudng thanh cho nhau

Theo Phan Bai Chau, cdi hoc cii, titc Nho hoc, 12 c4i chan triét 1§ ctia chau
A; con cai hoc méi, tic T4y hoc, 1a khoa hoc t8i t4n, hitu fch véi nhén sinh cia
thé gidi bay gid. C4i hoc cii khéng phai 1a trdn hd, ma cai hoc méi khong phai la
phi hoa. Néu hoc cho ding tinh thén cta su hoc thi cling giéng nhu l1am nha : c4i
hoc cii 1a nén tdng, ma c4i hoc médi la vat liéu, hai bén gitp cho nhau dé xay
dung nén mdt tda nha dep da.

L.2. Muc dich cia viéc hoc

Phan Boi Chéu cho réng céi hoc cii khong phai 12 thit d& ddnh cdp 4o mii
cdn dai. Khong phai vi cdi hoc cii, ma chinh vi “v&n nhan thi chi biét 6m cay doi
thd, cdu né theo sach xua, tuc hoc tAm chuong ma ci vénh vang déc chi”, 1a mét
trong nhiéu nguyén nhén khién nudc ta phai mat vao tay ngusi Phéap[1]. V& cai
hoc méi thi cu cho ring dé ching phai 1a c4i mdi dé cdu mong mé-day kim
khénh. Hoc khong phdi dé 1am né 1& cho nguti ddi xua, ma ciing khéong phai dé
lam né 1 cho ngudi doi nay.
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Vi viy, Phan Boi Chau néi trudc véi ngudi doc ring : hang ngudi chi
tranh ngéi thi x6i thit trong dinh lang; hang ngudi muén loe loet khoe khoang,
14y om com tai bac 1dm mdi hanh phiic; hang ngudi xu quyén phu thé, 14y déng
bao chiing téc 1am méi vinh than; hang ngudi dinh 1am né 1é& cho ngudi ddi xua
hay dinh 1am né 1& cho ngudi doi nay thi xin ché doc sach Khéng hoc ding cia
tdc gia [2].

II. NHO HQC QUA NHAN QUAN CUA PHAN BOI CHAU

C4i hoc vé& Nho gido ctia Phan Béi Chéu dugc cu viét thanh bo sdch Khéng
hoc dang gém 2 quyén, day ngét 800 trang khd 16n (Hué, Nxb Anh Minh, 1957).
D4ay 12 mot céng trinh vita phién dich vira bién khdo vé Nho hoc rdt céng phu va
rat c6 gia tri. Trong quyén 1, Phan Béi Chéu dich va dién gidi sich Luin ngi,
Dai hoc va Trung dung. Trong quyén 2, tdc gid trinh bay qud trinh lich s cda
Nho hoc tif c4n ph4éi, tdc tif Manh Tt vA Tudn Ti, dén vién phéi, tic Nho hoc tif
doi Hén cho dén cudi doi Thanh va dau thai Dan quéc.

IL.1. Dich va dién giai theo ting van dé

Dich va dién gidi cdc sdch Luin ngd, Dai hoc va Trung dung Phan Boi
Chéu khéng theo thi tu c4c thién, cdc chuong tir ddu dén cudi nhu nhiéu dich gid
trudc nay van lam. Phan Béi Chau chia ndi dung mdi sdch thanh nhiéu dé muc
dé dich va dién gidi. Xin ldy Luin ngit 1am thi du. V& sach nay, Phan Bai Chau
viét thanh 18 chuong. Trit chuong 1 14 Khéng T luge truyén va chuong 18 1a
t6ng két ludn, Phan B6i Chau lan lugt ban vé cédc dé muc nhu : Ly ludn va su
thuc hoc vé& chit “hoc” cia Khéng T — Nhimg tdng thd cong viéc hoc — Chit
“nhan” — Céc bd phan va chi tiét & trong chit “nhdn” — Phan dién véi phu dién
cua chit “nhan” — Nhéan véi tri, ding — Céng dung dic “nh&n” ching nghiém vao
viéc ngudi doi xua — K&t ludn chit “nhan” — Léi chinh gido cta Khéng hoc — Pao
thiép th& quan nhén & trong Khéng hoc — Phuong phép bién biét quan ti vdi tiéu
nhén — Luin 1y trong Khéng hoc (ludn Iy & trong gia dinh, ludn 1§ & noi quéc gia,
ludn 1y & noi x& hdi) — Qui két & céng hoc vAn — Ban vé phuong phap thudc vé
tim thay ki€m ban — C4ch day ngudi cta dic Khiéng Ti.

Can néi thém sdch Khéng hoc ding duge bién soan nam 1929. 3 thoi
diém d6, theo chd ching téi biét, chua cé ai dich va dién gidi Ludn ngd, Pai hoc
va Trung dung vdi mdt phuong phdp mdéi mé nhu vay.

I1.2. Trinh bay lich sit Nho hoc theo mét thi tu rat khoa hoc

Phan B6i Ch&u trinh bay lich stt Nho hoc tir khéi thay, tic tit Khéng Ti,
dén dau thoi Dan quéc theo mot trinh tu hop 1y va rat khoa hoc. Khéng T 1a
ong t8 ctia Nho hoc, vi thé, trudc hét & Khéng hoc ding thugng thién, tac gid néi
vé tidu st Khéng T, rdi dich va dién gidi Luan ngir 14 sach chta dung di ngén di
hanh clia Khéng Ti duge ding lam Ikhudn vang thudc ngoc, 1am chudn muc cho
viéc tu than x th& cia Nho gia. Ti€p theo, Phan Bsi Chau danh Khéng hoc ding
trung thién d& néi vé dich phai ciia Nho hoc, gébm c6 cao dé dich truyén cla
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Khéng Tt 1a Téng T véi séch Dai hoc do Tang T soan, va T Tu, dich t6n cha
Khéng Tu, véi sach Trung dung do T4 Tu soan. o} Khéng hoc déng ha thién,
Phan Bo6i Chau dé c4p d&n c4n phéi cia Nho hoc gdm luge truyén va hoc thuyét
cia Manh T{ va cia Tuin T Sau hét 1a vidn phdi cia Nho hoc qua cdc dui
Luong Hén va Luc Triéu, Téng, Nam Téng vd Nguyén, Minh, Thanh, cudi tridu
Thanh va d4u thdi Dan quéc.

Khéng hoc déng véi phuong phép khoa hoc, véi c4ch trinh bay c6 thit 16p
rd rang, lai néu bat cdi ¢t tiy cia hoc thuy&t méi nha, givip ngudi doc hidu duoc
qué trinh lich st cta Nho hoc, déng thoi thay duoc dao théng clia Nho gia xuyén
sudt ti Khéng T cho dén d4u thoi Dan quée.

I1.3. Céch didn gidi ciia Phan B6i Chéu
I1.3.1. Gidi thich theo ¥ riéng, khéng cAu né sdch xua

Phan Boi Chau thuong 14y § riéng cla cu ma gidi thich, khong 18 thudc
vao ¥ kién cla ngudi xua. Xin don cif hai chit “trung thi” 1am thi du.

Theo sdch van tu hoc ciia Trung Quée, chit fﬂ trung 1a chit hinh thanh
(A NS qLJ }%*-tﬁng tdm, trung thanh = theo nghia chif t4m, chif trung chi thanh)®.
Phan B6i Chéu gidi thich : “Trung 13 th& nao ? Chit “trung” ( fg ) viét & trén thi
chit “trung” ( ‘3‘7 ) ma dudi thoi chir “tAm” ( 'S ). Nghia 12 nhAt thigt xd viéc
tiép nguwyi, tuyén méc & trong ldng minh ra, khéng mét tf gi déi long, &y 1a
trung...”*. Nhu v4y, Phan Bsi Chau hidu chit “rung” 13 chit hdi ¥. Ciing theo
sdch vin tu hoc ¢lia Trung Quéc, chit %% thid 14 chit hinh thanh ( AA 1O ';'l{‘:l
ﬁ' ) ting tdm, nhu thanh = theo nghia chit tdm, chi nhu chi thanh)®. Phan
B6i Chau lai cho chit nay 1a chit hoi §. Cu gidi thich : Chit “thi” 14 thé n3c ? Chi
“tha J.{g- vi&t chit “nhue” ( 4= ) & trén, chit “tAm” ( w8 ) & duéi, nghia 1a dng
phé vé1 nhat thi€t ngudi, tAt thdy xem ngudi nhit minh. Suy & trong ldng minh
ma do ludng dén 1dng ngudi thei bist duge 1ong ngudi ciing nhu 1dong minh ma déi
dai béing mdt c4ch binh ding, bac 41" .

11.3.2. Cdi chii nhitng gidi thich ciia Téng Nho

Lai nifa, vé nhitng di ngén di hanh cta Khéng T, Phan B6i Chau ciing c6
céch hiéu khdc véi gidi thich cia Téng Nho. Chi xin néu mét thf du.

J d4u thién T han trong Ludn ngid cb cau :
TR T A G A=
T han ngén lgi dit ménh dif nhan.

Chu Hi, mét thac nho d¥i Téng, chd&m c4u nhu sau : “T han ngoén loi, di
ménh d¥ nhén” -va dén ¥ gidi thich clia Trinh Td, ciing 14 mét thac nho &1
Téng, ring : « 21 #1 B %ﬁ.%’i I MM -2 A X THiFs 4 K
lgi tdc hai nghia. ménh chi I vi, nhén chi dao dai, giai phu t s& han ngodn da =
K& lgi thi hai nghia, cdi 1y cla chit ménh réat t& vi, c4i dao clia nhan r&t rong 16n,
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déu 12 nhitng diéu phu ti it néi t6i”[7]. N&u cén c vao cdch chdm céu ctia Chu Hi
va gidi thich ctia Trinh T&, ta phai dich cAu trén 13 “ThAy it néi dén lgi, ménh
tr&i va nhan”. Hoc gid Poan Trung Con dich ciu nay la “Dic Khéng T it gidng
vé viéc lgi, v& mang trdi va vé ddc nhan”[8]. Hoc gid Lé Phuc Thién dich : “Dic
Khéng T it néi vé lgi, vé thién ménh cing vé dao nhan”[9]. V& cdu néi nay cla
Khéng T, Phan B6i Chau chdm céu lai nhu sau : “T¢ han ngon lgi dit ménh, di
nhéan” va gidi thich : “Bai nay ting lai cdc nha cha thich hay gidi sai m&t nghia
(...) Loi 1a c4i gi ? Nhat thiét nhitng mén c6 1gi ich riéng cho minh goi bang lgi.
Chit “ménh” 1a céi gi ? Nhat thiét nhitng cAu dua vao vAn mang hay mang sg,
hay mang trdi, hodc sinh hosc t, ho#ic hoa ho3c phic, thdy goi bing ménh. Hé
ngudi da lam nhan thdi khéng bao gits tinh dén lgi, néu con tinh dén lgi, tat la
“vi pht b4t nhan”, con 1am sao dugc nhan nita ? H& ngudi dd lam nhén, tat
nhién phai bd sinh ti hpa phtc ra ngoai; néu con nghi tdi sinh ti hoa phic, tic
da tréi bube vi chit “ménh” réi, con lay gi lam dugc nhén nita ru ? Viy nén dic
Khéng Tt khong bao git néi chit “nh4n” ma lai néi cap vdi chir “lgi”, chit “ménh”.
Cao dé & trong Khéng mén xét duge ¥ dic Khéng Tl nhu thé, nén chép ring :
“Tt han ngon loi dit ménh, dit nhan”, nghia 12 thay it khi néi lgi véi ménh ma
kém kep véi nhan”[10]. Hién nhién céch 1y gidi cia Phan Boi Chau rdt phu hgp
v6i dao 17 chif nhan va tdm thuit cda ngudi nhéin, dd thdm nhép dugc vao tinh
than cta chit nhan.
I1.3.3. Lién hé vdi viéc nudc nha va viéc ngay nay

Cdc nha chd thich Td¢ thu, Ngii kinh thudng chi 14y viéc xua va la viée
Trung Quéc dé€ dién gidi. Phan Bdi Chau tién xa thém mét budcs lién hé tu tudng
thdnh hién véi viéc nuéc ta va viéc ngdy nay.

Nhu vé céu “Danh bat chinh tdc ngdén bat thudn, ngén bat thuin tic sy
bat thanh = H& danh da khéng chinh thoi néi ra khéng duge thuan; néi ra khong
dugc thusn thoi viée & 1am khéng nén”[11], Phan Boi Chau didn gidi: “Cau thi
du trén kia, chitng vao viéc Péng Trac va Lit B8 rat ding, lai ching vao viéc
Tran Quang Binh va Lé Théi Té lai cang ding 1dm"[12].

Vé mét doan trong sach Manh Tu:

Pao Ung héi riing : “Vua Thusdn 1am thién td, éng Cao Dao lam quan si,
6ng C8 TAu gist ngudi, thi x¥ thé ndo ?” Manh T dédp: “Ong Cao Dao cif viée
theo phép luat b4t 6ng C8 T4u théi”. “V4y thi vua Thudn khéng cdm sao ?” Manh
Tt néi : “Vua Thudn cdm sao duoe : C4i quyén bit 4y 1a do 6ng Cao Dao da nhén
lanh & phép luat dé thi hanh”[13]. Tif doan trén, Phan Bdi Chau phét sinh ra hail
¥ nghia méi: Manh T{ rit trong chi nghia binh dan va chd truong tam quyen
phén 14p. V& ¥ nghia thit nh&t, Phan B6i Chau gidi thich: “Thudn khéng dédm y
 quyén thién t ma x4m pham dén quyén tda 4n. Cha minh bi t61 th&i minh phéi
trom néch ma di, hy sinh c4i ngbdi thién ti dé tén trong 14y quyén tu phép,
chéng phai 1a theo nghia binh dén hay sao ? Béi vi trong ldng Thudn xem cha
thién tif ciing nhu cha binh dan méi thiét 1a binh dan chi nghia. Ma trong mat
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Cao Dao ciing vay : binh din giét ngudi, theo phép luat phai bit; cha thién ti
giét ngudi ciing phai bdt. Vi phap luat ma phai trong dén binh dan; vi binh dén
ma khoéng-ddm tha mot tén s4t nhan pham 13 cha éng thién tid..”. Vé ¥y nghia
thi hai, Phan Bgi Chéu phén tich : “Thuén la ngudi dimg ddu dia vi hanh chénh.
Cao Dao 1a nguti ding ddu dia vi tu phép. Vi quydn tu phdp 1a doc lap, ma
Thuadn khoéng ddm c&m Cao Dao; Cao Dao vi muén quyén tu phap duge déc lap
ma khoéng ddm tha t6i cha thién t{ (...). Con nhu quyén l4p phéap 1A thudc vé quéc
dén, lai cao hon hanh chénh, tu phdp thoi & trong séch Manh Tu da chép rat
nhiéu, day khong cin viét ra rom bat’[14]. Théat 14 mot 161 gidi thich méi mé,
hgp véi tinh thdn dan cha ngay nay.

III. KET LUAN

Khéng thé tiép tuc su nghiép chong Phap citu nuéc duge nita, Phan Boi
Chéu da ding thyi gian bi giam 16ng & Hu& dé khéu 1én ngon dén Khéng hoc bi
lu md, phat huy céi tinh hoa cia Nho hoc nh¥m duy tri th& dao nhédn tdm. Thé

méi biét ngudi yéu nude dit & vao hoan canh nio ciing van ngln dén nuéc dén
dén.

Xuét hién xdp xi déng th&i véi Khéng hoc ding ctia Phan Bdi Chéau, cé
Nho gido ctia Trén Trong Kim[15]. N&u so sénh hai cong trinh bién khdo nay,
ching ta thdy Phan Boi Chédu va Tran Trong Kim, m&i vi c6 mét cich ti€p can
Nho hoc khdc nhau, ma céch ndo ciing ¢6 wu diém riéng. Nho gido cia Tran
Trong Kim phén 4nh phuong phép nghién ctu c6 tinh khoa hoc cao clia mdt nha
tdn hoc am tudng cuu hoc; trong khi Khéng hoc déng cta Phan Béi Chau cho
thdy mdt nhan quan méi mé, tinh than ddc l4p vé tu tudng, khong né cd ctia mot
nha nho cich mang thiét tha véi chdn dao ly Khdng Manh.
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