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Tw twdng cdng hoa trong triét hoc chinh trj
cua Niccolo Machiavelli

e V6 Chau Thinh

Trwdng Pai hoc Khoa hoc X& hdi va Nhan van, BPHQG-HCM

TOM TAT:

Tw tudng cdng hoa la tw twéng chd dao
trong triét hoc chinh trj cda Niccold Machiavelli.
Tw tudng dy khong chi cé trong tAc phdm quan
trong nhét cda Machiavelli la “Discorsi sopra la
prima Deca di Tito Livio” ma con &n chira trong
tac phdm néi tiéng nhét cda 6ng la “Il Principe”.
Bai viét nay sé kham phé tw tuéng cong hoa
ctia Niccoldo Machiavelli trong ¢ hai tac phdm
vtra néu, déc biét la trong tac phdm ‘Discorsi
sopra la prima Deca di Tito Livio”. Bang nhing

Terkhoa: triét hoc chinh trj, tw twéng céng hoa,

Niccold Machiavelli (1469-1527) 1a nha triét
hoc chinh tri I6n nhat thoi Phuc hung. Ong dugc
giai nghién cuu triét hoc chinh tri thira nhan 1a cha
dé cua khoa hoc chinh tri hién dai. DU Machiavelli
ndi tiéng khip thé gisi cha yéu nho tac pham viét
vé tu tuong quan chu chuyén ché co tua dé Il
Principe (Qudn virong), nhung 6ng 1a nguoi ung hd
nhiét thanh cho nén chinh tri cong hoa. Hau hét
nhing ai nghién ciru day du va nghiém tdc céc tac
pham cua Niccold Machiavelli déu khang dinh
Niccoldo Machiavelli 1a nha tu twéng coéng hoa.
Tham chi, tac phiam Il Principe ma Niccold
Machiavelli danh riéng dé ban vé tu twéng quan chu
chuyén ché ciing 1a tac phim an chira tu twdng cong
hoa. Truong phai Cambridge (gom cac dai biéu nhu
Quentin Skinner, J. G. A. Pocock, John Dunn, ...)
cling khing dinh Machiavelli that ra 1a mét nha tu
tuong theo chu thuyét cong hoa. Bang chimg dé bao
vé cho nhén dinh nay dugc truong phai Cambridge
dua ra 1a trong tac pham Discorsi sopra la prima
Deca di Tito Livio (Lugn ban vé muoi quyén sir dau

dan chdng cu thé, bai viét chi ra rdng md hinh
chinh quyén céng hoa méi la mé hinh duoc
Machiavelli danh gia cao va thuc sw Gng ho,
con md hinh chinh quyén quan chd chuyén
ché duoc 6ng trinh bay trong tac pham Il
Principe’néi tiéng chi mang tinh séch Iuoc,
hodc chi la phuong tién dé dat dén muc tiéu
cudi cung la xay dung mét nén céng hoa &
Italia.

Niccolo Machiavelli

tién cua Titus Livy) cac van dé phap quyén, loi ich
chung, va thuyét cong hoa néi chung dugc
Machiavelli trinh bay kha rd rang®.

1. Pé cao quan chang nhan dan va chinh
quyén céng hoa

Doc tac pham Discorsi sopra la prima Deca di
Tito Livio (dwoc dich sang tiéng Anh la Discourses
on the first ten books of Livy va thuong duoc rat
ngan |a Discourses on Livy hay ngén hon nira la
Discourses) cua Niccold Machiavelli, doc gia s& dé
dang nhan ra rang Niccolo Machiavelli 1a ngudi ung
ho md hinh chinh quyén cong hoa hon md hinh
chinh quyén quan chi. Ching han, & chuong 60,
quyén |, tac pham Discourses on Livy, Niccold
Machiavelli ¢a nhan manh lap trudng cong hoa cua
minh khi danh gia cao nguoi dan hon vua: “T6i tin,
bai vi nhitng didu dd noi, nhan dan it pham sai 1am
hon vua, va do d6 c6 thé dang duoc tin cdy hon

! Donald M. Borchert ed. (2006), Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
2" edn., volume 5, Thomson Gale, USA, p.629.
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vua”2. Trong quyén III, chwong 34, tic phidm
Discourses on Livy, mét lan nira Niccold
Machiavelli nhic lai quan diém d6 ctia minh: “nhan
dan s& ludn pham it sai 1am hon vua... nhin dan,
khéng thiéu kién thac vé minh, ¢ kha ning phan
doan giéi hon™®. Ngoai ra, Niccold Machiavelli con
cho rang “nhan dan 1a nguoi phan phéi tot hon
vua”*. Niccold Machiavelli di chi ra nhan dan co
nhiéu wu diém hon vua & nhiéu khia canh khéac nhau
nén md hinh chinh quyén chi cé vua 1 nguoi quyét
dinh moi viéc khong thé nao 1a mé hinh duoc 6ng
yéu thich.

Ngay trong tac pham Il Principe (The Prince),
chung ta ciing c6 thé d& dang nhan ra Machiavelli la
ngudi dé cao cudc séng trong mot nude cong hoa
hon 14 cudc séng trong mot nudc quan cha. That
vay, & chuong 5 cua tac pham 1l Principe, Niccold
Machiavelli da khong ngan ngai nhin nhan sy that
rang trong ché d6 quan chu, dan ching khdng c6 tu
do, con trong ché d6 cong hoa thi nhan dan “quen
sbéng trong su tu do bang luat phép cua chinh ho™®.
Tét nhién, Machiavelli nhin nhan sy that ¢6 khong
phai dé khen ché do cong hoa trudc mit vua (luu y
rang Machiavelli viét Il Principe chi dé danh riéng
cho vua doc) ma 1a dé hién ké cho vua cach thic cai
tri mot tinh hodc mot thanh phd vira méi chiém
duoc. Machiavelli cho rang céch thic cai tri thanh
phd da ting 1a mot vuong qudc khong gidng voi
cach thirc cai tri thanh phd da ting 1a mot nudc
cong hoa boi vi “¢ cac tinh hozc thanh phé ma dan
chung da quen séng dudi su cai tri cia mot 6ng vua
va gia dinh ciia 6ng vua 4y thi ho ¢6 théi quen phuc
ting,... khong biét sbng nhu nhitng nguoi tu do, két

2 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.121.

3 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.289.

4 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.287.

5 Niccolo Machiavelli, The Portable Machiavelli, edited and
translated by Peter Bondanella and Mark Musa (1979), Penguin
Books, USA, p.91.

qua 1a vua rat d& dang chiém duoc sy ung ho cua
ho®. Nguoc lai, “0 nhitng nuéc cong hoa, ngudi
dan c6 suc sbng manh liét hon, ¢6 long cam thu sau
sac hon, co khat vong tra thd I6n hon; ky tc vé su
tu do trudc day khong cho phép ho nghi ngoi, nén
cach an toan nhat I1a vua phai tiéu diét ho hoic dich
than dén ving dat d6 song”’. Nhu vay, dya trén sy
that khach quan ma Machiavelli dung lam cin ctr dé
dua ra phuong phap cai trj thich hop cho vua, ching
ta hiéu dugc Machiavelli d@ cam nhan sau sic gia
tri tu do cua mot nén cong hoa so vai su go bé cua
mot nén quan chii. C6 thé néi, du dang hién ké cai
tri cho mot quan vuong nhung trong thim tim
Machiavelli luén huéng vé mé hinh chinh tri cong
hoa bang ca tinh cam va ly tri caa minh. Khong thé
nodi Machiavelli 1a nguoi tng hd mé hinh chinh tri
quan chu khi ban than 6ng nhan thic rd ¢ ché do
cong hoa nhan dan séng trong tu do bang luat phéap
cua chinh ho, con dudi sy cai tri cua vua, nhan dan
chi biét phyc tuing.

Niccold Machiavelli ludn coi nhitng nguoi dan
séng dudi ché do quan chi 1a nhitng nguoi bi tha
héa, con nhitng cong dan séng trong ché do cong
hoa méi 1a nhitg nguoi ty do. Quan diém nay con
dugc Machiavelli thé hién mot cach rd rang trong
tac pham Discourses on Livy, dic biét Ia trong cac
chuong 16, 17, va 18 cuia quyén thir nhat. Dién hinh
la trong chuong 16 cia quyén tha nhat, Niccold
Machiavelli tham chi con vi nguoi dan séng dudi
ché @6 quan chu giéng nhu loai suc vat sdng trong
tinh trang nd 1&. Ho bi tha héa dén muc gan nhu
khong thé tu bao vé cudc séng tu do caa ho néu vi
mot su tinh c& nao d6 ma ho duoc hudng cudc séng
tu do. Poan dau tién ciia chuong 16, quyén I duoc
Machiavelli viét nhu sau:

“Co vo sb vi du trong lich st ¢6 xwa chirng minh
cho sy kho khan rat 16n cta nhimg ngudi dan ting

® Niccolo Machiavelli, The Portable Machiavelli, edited and
translated by Peter Bondanella and Mark Musa (1979), Penguin
Books, USA, p.92.
" Niccolo Machiavelli, The Portable Machiavelli, edited and
translated by Peter Bondanella and Mark Musa (1979), Penguin
Books, USA, p.92.

Trang 6



TAP CHi PHAT TRIEN KH&CN, TAP 19, S0 X3-2016

sng dudi quyén cua mot 6ng vua bao vé sy tu do
cta ho sau d6, néu ho tinh c& gianh duoc sy tu do,
nhu Roma di gianh duoc ty do sau Sy truc xuat
Tarquins. Sy khoé khdn d6 1a c6 co s&; vi nhiing
nguoi dan d6 khong gi khac hon 1a loai thu vat, du
dir ton va ¢ ban chat hoang da, luén dugc nudi
trong su giam cam va tinh trang nd 18. Sau do, néu
n6 dugc tra ty do trong moét canh ddng nhu dinh
ménh caa nd, nd sé& trg thanh con mdi cho ké dau
tién tim kiém no, khong quen tu kiém an va khong
biét chd nao lam noi tri a8,

2. Céch thiét 1ap mét chinh quyén céng hoa

Chinh vi nhan thac rd tinh trang bi tha hda cua
ngudi dan trong ché d6 quan chi nhu thé nén
Niccold Machiavelli khéng chii truong chuyén doi
mot cach nhanh chéng tir mé hinh quan cha sang
mo hinh cong hoa. Bai chuyén d6i ngay lap tirc nhu
thé nguoi dan s& khong biét tu diéu hanh va bao vé
chinh quyén coa ho nhu thé nao. Do do,
Machiavelli chon giai phap chuyén dbi tir tir bang
cach duy tri quyén lyc rat 16n vao tay mot nguoi tai
duc xuat ching dé nguoi iy diéu hanh moi viéc
khong khac gi mot ong vua, trong d6 c6 viéc thiét
lap thém nhitng thiét ché méi nhu Vién nguyén ldo
(Senate) nham tu van vua, lap ra hién phap, phap
luat, cac quan bao vé dan (tribunes), cac quan chip
chinh t6i cao (consuls), cac tham phén
(magistrates),... Bang cach d6, mot nén quan chu
dan dan tu 16t xac thanh mot nén cong hoa han hop
vira ¢6 yéu té caa chinh quyén quan chu, vira c6 yéu
t6 cua chinh quyén quy toc, va vira c6 yéu tb cua
chinh quyén dan chu. Trong tac phim The Prince
hay trong Discourses on Livy, Niccold Machiavelli
déu thé hién rd rang quan diém do.

Poc Discourses on Livy gilp ching ta nhan ra
muc dich siu xa cta Niccold Machiavelli trong tac
pham Il Principe mot cach rd rang hon. Thét vay,
trong tac pham Discourses on Livy, Machiavelli da
khing dinh mot didu ma theo 6ng nén dugc xem la

8 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.44.

mot quy luat phd quét, ring mudn thiét 1ap mot nén
cong hoa hay mot viong quéc cho tot dep thi phai
trao viéc d6 cho mot ngudi duy nhét thyc hién. Xin
trich nguyén vin cua Niccoldo Machiavelli:

“Nén xem day 1a quy luat ph6 quét: rang khong
bao gio hoac hiém khi nao mot nén cong hoa hoic
mot vuong qubc duoc thiét 1ap tét dep ngay tir dau
hodc dwoc sira doi lai hoan toan bén ngoai nhirng
trat ty cii cua no trir phi no duoc thiét 1ap boi mot
ngudi duy nhat. Thuc vy, can c6 mot nguoi duy
nhat dwa ra mot md hinh va moi viéc sip dat phai
phu thudc vao y kién cia nguoi do™.

Quay lai tdc pham Il Principe, ta phat hién ra
rang Niccoldo Machiavelli & rang di van dung quy
luat noi trén ¢ mong mudn thiét 1ap moét nudc cong
hoa Italia doc l1ap cha khong phai mét quéc gia
quan chu doc tai nhu mot sé ngudi di 1am tuéng.
Machiavelli viét Il Principe khong don thuan dé day
cho cac bac vua chda néi chung nghé thuat quyén
luc va&i nhitng phuong thure, tha doan chinh tri tham
doc nham chiém gitr quyén luc cho riéng minh ma
muc dich cua 6ng 1a muén hién ké cho mot quan
vuong cu thé dé dng dy ding ra thdng nhit Italia roi
di dén x6a bo nhitng thiét ché chinh tri 15i thoi ¢
Italia va sang tao ra thiét ché chinh tri mai tét dep
hon. Vi Machiavelli tin ring mudn thiét 1ap mot ché
do cong hoa hay mot ché d6 quan cha tét dep thi
déu phai do mot ca nhan duy nhat thuc hién méi co
hiéu qua. Muc dich d6 cua Machiavelli thé hién ro o
chuong cudi cuing cua tac pham Il Principe, chuong
sach dwoc Niccold Machiavelli danh dé kéu goi
Lorenzo de’ Medici, nguoi thng tri chinh quyén
Firenze llc by gio, ding 1én lanh dao nhan dan ca
nuéc cham dat tinh trang hdn loan, giai phdng hoan
toan Italia khoi sy tan bao dd man cta quan xam
lwoc. Niccold Machiavelli mg dau chuong 26 cua
tac pham Il Principe nhu sau:

“Xem xét tat ca nhitng diéu da ban & trén va suy
ngam liéu thoi diém hién tai c6 thich hop dé ton

° Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.29.

Trang 7



SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT, Vol 19, No.X3-2016

vinh mét vi tin vuong ¢ Italia hay khong, va liéu
diéu kién vat chat c6 cho mét vi tan vuong tai gioi,
khon ngoan co hoi dé thiét 1ap mot chinh quyén s&
mang lai sy vinh quang cho 6ng iy va su tt dep
cho nhan dan Italia hay khéng, toi thiy duong nhu
dang c6 qua nhiéu diéu kién thuan loi cho mot tan
vuong nhu thé va khong cd thoi diém nao khac
thich hop hon™?°,

Tiép theo, Niccold Machiavelli da chi ra rang
hién khong c6 ai ¢ Italia ngoai Lorenzo de’ Medici
(1492-1519) va gia dinh cta ngudi dimg dau chinh
quyén Firenze nay c6 kha nang va diéu kién dang
Ién dep loan va théng nhiat Italia. Luu y rang, gia
dinh Medici ngay thoi diém dy c6 Giovanni di
Lorenzo de’ Medici dang gitt chicc Gido hoang véi
danh hiéu 12 Gi4o hoang Cleo X. C6 I& d6 1a nhan to
tao nén thoi thé vo cling thuan loi, 1a co hoi bang
vang cho Lorenzo de’ Medici vuwon cao ngon co dé
toan thé nhan dan Itlia di theo. Chinh vi 18 d6 ma
Mchiavelli viét:

“Liéu con c6 ai ¢ thoi diém hién tai ma dit nude
Italia c6 thé dat vao nhiéu hy vong hon 1a gia toc vé
vang cua ngai, gia toc ma thoi van va tai nang cua
nod dugc hudng dic an toe Bic chia Troi va Gido
hoi, mot gia toc dang co bac quan vuong c¢é thé lam
cho né tré thanh gia toc din dau cua cudc ciu rdi
nay”*L.

Khong chi kéu goi théng nhat dat nuéc, trong
chuong cubi cua tac pham 1l Principe, Machiavelli
con kéu goi phai x6a bo cac thiét ché chinh tri da
ton tai by lau nay ¢ Italia va dong thoi phai sang
tao ra nhiing thiét ché mai vi “nhitng thiét ché cb
xua cua Italia dd khong con tét nira”'2. Diéu nay
chung to rang Machiavelli khéng mubn tiép tuc duy
tri ché d6 quan chu chuyén ché, ciing khong tan

0 Niccold Machiavelli, The Portable Machiavelli, edited and
translated by Peter Bondanella and Mark Musa (1979), Penguin
Books, USA, p.162.
1 Niccold Machiavelli, The Portable Machiavelli, edited and
translated by Peter Bondanella and Mark Musa (1979), Penguin
Books, USA, p.163.
12 Niccold Machiavelli, The Portable Machiavelli, edited and
translated by Peter Bondanella and Mark Musa (1979), Penguin
Books, USA, p.164.

thanh md hinh chinh tri cong hoa theo kiéu cii ma
phai thiét 1ap nén mé hinh cong hoa hdn hop nhu
ong da phan tich trong tic pham Discourses on
Livy. So sanh quan diém cua Niccold Machiavelli
trong tac pham 1l Principe voi tac pham Discourses
on Livy ta thiy khong c6 gi mau thuan nhau néu xét
trén tong thé. Trong tac pham Discourses on Livy,
Machiavelli cho rang du thiét 1ap mot nha nuéc
quan cha hay mét nha nudc cong hoa thi cling phai
do mot nguoi duy nhat lanh dao moi dem lai higu
qua tt dep. Trong tac pham 1l Principe ciing vay,
sau khi trinh bay kha day du moi thi doan chinh tri
dé cho mot quan vuong co thé tranh gianh va doc
chiém quyén lyc tbi thuwong cua quéc gia,
Machiavelli kéu goi thay doi thiét ché chinh tri cii
bang thiét ché chinh trj moi. Ca hai tac pham nay
déu vach ra va tuan thia mot 16 trinh chung ma
Machiavelli xem 1a quy luat phd quat nhu da noéi.
Biét duoc quy luat phd quat ma Machiavelli truc
tiép néu ra trong tac pham Discourses on Livy,
ching ta s& thay rd y do ciia Machiavelli trong tac
pham The Prince: muc dich thuc sy caa dng khong
phai hién ké dé duy tri ché d6 quan chi chuyén ché
ma muén dung hinh thic quan chu chuyén ché dé
thong nhat Italia dudi tay cua mot nguoi duy nhat
réi sau d6 x6a bo nhirng thiét ché chinh tri da va
dang ton tai dé thay vao dé6 mot thiét ché chinh tri
méi duoc ngam hiéu 1a md hinh cong hoa hdn hop.
O chuong 9, quyén | cua tac pham Discourses on
Livy, Niccold Machiavelli khang dinh r rang va
dut khoat: “I conclude that to order a republic it is
necessarry to be alone”3 (T6i két luan rang dé thiét
lap mot nén cong hoa can phai 1am mot minh). Do
la ly do vi sao Machiavelli cé vé nhu ting hd mo6
hinh quan cha chuyén ché trong tac pham Il
Principe. Tat nhién, Machiavelli thira hiéu rang viéc
tap trung toan bo quyén hanh vao tay mot nguoi co
thé dan dén hau qua khong tét nén ong di noi rd
trong tac pham Discourses on Livy:

13 Niccolo Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.30.
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“Mot nha lap quéc cong hoa khon ngoan, ngudi
khong vi ban than ma vi lgi ich chung, khéng vi sy
thanh céng cua minh ma vi to qudc, nén xoay xo dé
nam quyén hanh mot minh; nguoi ¢6 hiéu biét sang
sudt s& khong bao gio qua trach bat ky ai c6 bat ky
hanh dong dic biét nao d6 nham thiét lap mot
vuong qudc hoic mot nén cong hoa. Néu hanh vi
budc toi ngudi 4y thi két qua s& bién minh cho anh
ta; va khi két qua la tét, nhu truong hop cua
Romulus, nd s& ludn bao chira cho hanh vi; néu
ngudi d6 tan bao dé cudp doat, khdng phai tan bao
dé 1am cho t6t hon thi nguoi d6 phai bi phé phan.
Ngudi d6 nén thuc su sang sudt va dirc d6 dé khong
trao quyén hanh da dat dugc cho ngudi khéac theo
kiéu thira ké vi con ngudi ¢6 khuynh huéng nga vé
cai xau hon cai tot, ngudi ndi ngdi ¢ thé sir dung
mot cach tham lam quyén luc vén dugc sir dung
mot cach tot dep boi nguai tién nhiem”14,

Gido su William R. Cook cho rang giai phap
thiét 1ap mot md hinh chinh quyén cong hoa nhu dé
xuat ciaa Machiavelli 1a thiét thuc va kha thi bai vi
trude tién can phai c6 mot nguoi dimg ra lanh dao
moi viéc gidng nhu mot ong vua. Chinh éng vua dé
s& 1a nguoi chu tri cho viéc thiét 1ap nhiing thiét ché
chinh tri méi gidng nhu Romulus da timng lam trong
viéc thanh 1ap cong hoa Roma. Trudc tién, Romulus
tham chi da giét Remus (Romulus va Remus la anh
em sinh doi) dé& mot minh quyét dinh moi viéc,
nhung “what he did was for the common good and
not for his own ambition”?® (diéu dng dy lam 1a vi
loi ich chung cht khéng phai vi tham vong cua
chinh 6ng 4dy). Bang chimg 1a “his having at once
ordered a Senate with which he took counsel and by
whose opinion he decided”'® (ngay sau d6 ong y
da thiét 1ap mot Vién nguyén lao va dua trén y kién

14 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.29.
15 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.29.
16 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.29.

cua cac nghi vién dé ra quyét dinh). Vién nguyén
ldo ciing da bau chon Numa Pompilius 1am vi vua
thar hai cia Roma sau Romulus. Trong loat 24 bai
giang vé Niccold Machiavelli, gido su William R.
Cook di t6 rd sy dong tinh véi quan diém cua
Machiavelli vé& cach thic thanh 1ap mot nén cong
hoa nhu trén trong bai giang thtr 13 nhan d¢
Discourses: Why Machiavelli is a Republican
(Nhizng lugn ban: Tgai sao Machiavelli 1& mét nguoi
cong hoa):

“Mot trong nhitng diém quan trong ma
Machiavelli néu ra & dau tac pham Discourses la
ché do cong hoa khdng xuat hién thinh linh. N6
khong xuat hién bat ngo tir chd khdng ¢ gi. Khong
ai ngdi xudng va ndi hdy cing nhau thiét lap mot
nén cong hoa bat dau tir con s khdng. Xét cho
cling, n6 la mot su hdn hop va su can bing giia
nhitng thanh phan khéac nhau: thanh phan quan cha,
quy toc, va dan cha. Va md hinh Machiavelli muén
dem dén 12 mot loai md hinh c6 sy thay dbi I6n voi
su xuat hién caa mot chinh quyén cong hoa”?’.

Philip Stokes, tac gia quyén Philosophy — 100
Essential Thinkers (Triét hoc — 100 nha tr twong
chinh yéu), hoan toan cé Iy khi cho rang muén hiéu
dung tu teéng cua Machiavelli thi phai doc tac
pham The Prince clng véi tac pham Discourses.
Bai vi nhing didu dugc Machiavelli trinh bay cin
k& trong Discourses s& soi sang nhiing quan diém
duogc viét ngén gon va che day khéo léo trong tac
phiam The Prince. Chi doc The Prince ma khong
doc Discourses s& kho tranh khoi su léch lac khi
nhan thire, danh gia tu tuong triét hoc chinh tri cua
Niccold Machiavelli. Philip Stokes viét trong quyén
Philosophy — 100 Essential Thinkers nhu sau:

“Mzc du tdc pham The Prince to ra kha quyét
doan trong tirng 161 khuyén, né phai duge doc cung
VGi tAc pham dai hon va c6 can nhic hon cua
Machiavelli 1a Discourses, néu quan diém cua ong
dugc hiéu mot cach ngay thang. Trong tac pham

17 william R. Cook (2006), Machiavelli in context (DVD), Part
I, Lecture thirteen: Discourses: Why Machiavelli is a
Republican, The Teaching Company, USA.
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Discourses, 6ng iy cung cp ti mi hon nén ting ma
ong 4y nghi s& tao nén mot chinh quyén tbt va thanh
cong. Ly tuong chinh tri cua 6ng 4y 1a mot nén
cong hoa chiu sy quan ly béi vua, 1anh dao cua
chinh quyén quan chu, nhung dwoc giir trong su
kiém soat cua ca nhimg ngudi quy toc va dan
thuong, tat ca nhing nguoi ndy chia s¢ mot phan
guyén lyc trong chinh quyén™8,

Néu nhu trong tic pham The Prince Niccold
Machiavelli dd lam cho doc gia nghi 6ng la nguoi
chu truong dung bao luc dé dat muc dich chinh tri,
hay tham té hon 1a nguoi ung hd phuong chim
“muc dich bién minh cho phuong tién” thi trong tac
pham Discourses on Livy Niccold Machiavelli lam
cho moi nguoi phai suy nghi lai vé nhiing loi budc
toi ong. Poc Discourses on Livy ching ta s& thy
rang Niccold Machiavelli chon bién phap chinh tri
(ban bac, tranh luan, thoa hiép, dong thuan) chu
khdng chon bién phéap quan sy (bao luc) dé thiét lap
trat tu xa hoi. Thém vao do, nhitng tha doan chinh
tri doc ac, xau xa, ké ca thu doan 4y duoc bién minh
bang muc dich t6t dep, ciing bi Niccold Machiavelli
phé phén. Bang lap luan sic sao, chic ché cua minh,
Niccold Machiavelli d3 dan dan don nhiing ai &m
muu dung thi doan xau xa cho nhitng muc dich
chinh tri cua ho vao chd bé tic, phai dudi ly.
Niccolo Machiavelli viét:

“Viéc thiét 1ap lai trat ty cua mot thanh phd
bang giai phap chinh tri trong doi song x4 hoi da
ham ¥ nguoi thiét 1ap trat tu d6 1a nguoi tdt, con
viéc tré thanh mot dng vua cia mot nén cong hoa
bang con duong bao lyc da noi 1én d6 13 mot ngudi
xau; ngudi ta s& thay rang hiém khi nao mot nguoi
tot ma mudn tré thanh vua bang nhiing céach thuc
xau xa, cho dU muc dich cua nguoi d6 1a tbt, va
cling hiém khi mot nguoi xau xa tro thanh vua ma
mudn lam diéu tét, va rang trong ddu nguoi ay s&

18 Philip Stokes (2006), Philosophy — 100 Essential Thinkers,
Edited by Paul Whittle, Enchanted Lion Books, New York, p.59.

khéng bao gio xuét hién y tuéng sir dung mot cach
dung dan quyén luc ma hin di gianh duoc mot cach
Xau xa"1e,

Niccoldo Machiavelli dd chi ra mot thuc té kho
c6 thé phu nhan 1a chi c6 nguoi xau méi sin sang
lam nhiing hanh dong doc 4c; va néu mot ngudi nao
d6 gianh duoc quyén luc mot cach khéng chinh
dang thi nguoi dy s& khong bao gio sir dung quyén
lyc d6 mot cach chinh dang. Pidu d6 ciing giéng
nhu mét ngudi ding nhiéu tién d&é mua chac quyén
cho minh thi nguoi 4y s& khdng bao gio tro thanh
mét 6ng quan thanh liém va chinh tryc. Ping nhu
Niccoldo Machiavelli néi, hiém khi nao mot nguoi
xau c6 nhidu quyén lyc trong tay ma mudn lam diéu
t6t cho moi ngudi. Néi cach khac, ngudi xau chi
lam diéu tét khi ho khéng c6 quyén lec va bi bét
budc phai lam diéu tot.

Dé chitng minh mé hinh chinh quyén quan chu
ndi chung la khéng tét, tiém an nhiéu hiém hoa,
trong tdc pham Discourses on Livy, Machiavelli da
lam mat thdng ké co tinh lich dai. Machiavelli chi
ra rang, phan lén cac 6ng vua trong lich s déu bj
giét chir khong chét mot cach binh thuong. Hon
nita, hiém co ong vua nao c¢6 dugc ngdi bau nho vao
thira k& ma trg thanh mot ding minh quan. Trong
khi hau hét cac quan vuong déu dugc truyén ngoi
chi khéng phai tu tay ho lap nén co do. Cho nén
thiét 1ap va duy tri ché d6 quan chu chuyén ché la
tao didu kién dé lam xuét hién nhirng dng vua toi.
Machiavelli viét:

“Néu lich sir cua ho dugc xem xét ky cang, nd
s& la bai hoc 16n cho bét ky bac quan vuong nio, n6
s& cho 6ng 4y thdy dau 1a con dwong vinh quang
hoac dang bi ché trach va dau la an toan cho ban
than hodc dang so. Vi trong s hai muwoi séu vi
hoang dé tir Caesar dén Maximinus, c6 mudi Sau vi
bi giét, muoi vi chét binh thuong. ... tit ca nhiing

19 Niccolo Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.51.
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hoang dé 1&n ngdi bang thira ké, trir Titus, déu xau
€420,

3. Duy tri chinh quyén cdéng hoa theo nguyén
tac phap quyén

Khéng chi phé phan mé hinh chinh quyén quan
chi va ting hd mo hinh nha nudce cong hda mot cach
chung chung, trong tac pham Discourses on Livy,
Machiavelli con thé hi¢n 6ng 1a mot nha tu tuong
cong hoa trigt dé khi néu Ién nhiing quan diém vé
xay dung mot nha nuéc phép quyén viing manh.
Machiavelli khéng chap nhan sy nhap nhang gitra
cong va toi cua bat ky ai trong mot nha nudc cong
hoa chinh chu. Néi cach khac, Machiavelli khdng
ddng y dé bat ky ai y lai vao cong trang cia ho ma
coi thuong cac quy tic va chuan muc xa hoi da
dugc moi ngudi dong thuan. Tinh trang cong than,
dia vi dan dén xem thuong phap luat, Iong hanh 1am
diéu sai trai cua bat ky ai trong x& hoi, néu khong
duoc ngan chan, s€ nhanh chong dua mét nha nudc
cong hoa dén chd bi huy diét. Do do, trong mot ché
do cong hoa, phép luat phai dwoc tuyét ddi ton
trong, khong ai cé thé ding trén hodc dung ngoai
phép luat. Trong chuong 24, quyén I, tic pham
Discourses on Livy, Niccold Machiavelli khing
dinh:

“Khéng mot nén cong hoa chinh chu nao da
ting x6a bo nhitng toi 16i cua dan chang bang
nhirng cdng trang cta ho; ma chi tirng khen thuong
dbi véi viec tét va trirng phat ddi véi viéc xau, va
timg khen thuong mot nguoi vi da lam t6t, nhung
néu ciing ngudi d6 sau d6 lam diéu xau thi nd tring
phat nguodi d6 ma khong quan tam dén bét ky nhiing
viéc tot nao cua ngudi d6. Khi nhitng trat tu nay
duoc ton trong thi thanh phd séng tu do mot thoi
gian dai; nguoc lai n6 s& di dén su huy diét sém.
Boi néu mot cong dan da lam mot sé viec ndi bat
cho thanh phd, va trén dinh cao cua sy ndi danh ma
Viéc do dem lai cho nguoi d6, ngudi d6 ca gan va tu
tin dé c6 thé 1am maot sé viéc khong tét ma khong so

2 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.32.

sy trirng phat, trong mét thoi gian ngin ngudi d6 sé
tro nén xac lao dén muc moi su 18 do s& bi huy
ho™2,

Nhu vay, theo Niccold Machiavelli, c6 cbng thi
phai dugc thudéng, cé toi thi phai bi trieng tri mot
cach thich dang va rd rang, hai viéc nay phai tach
roi nhau chir khong duoc ca né cong trang cia mot
ngudi ndo d6 ma xem nhe phap luat ky cuong cta
chinh quyén nha nuéc di duoc moi nguoi thua
nhan. Cé thé noi, tu tuong cua Machiavelli vé nha
nuée phap quyén, linh hén ciaa moi chinh quyén
cong hoa chua bi tha hoa, trong tac pham
Discourses on Livy di tao lap dugc co s& ly luan
khé& vitng chic cho viéc xay dung va duy tri mot
chinh quyén cong hoa trén thuc té. D6 ciing 1a nén
tang Iy luan vé mé hinh chinh quyén cong hoa tét
dep cho cac nha triét hoc chinh tri can hién dai ké
thira va phét trién.

DPé mot nén cong hoa van hanh mot céch tét dep
va bén vitng, Machiavelli con cho rang chinh quyén
phai thiét 1ap nhitng co ché va ban hanh nhiing luat
I& cho ngudi dan thoai mai thé hién quan diém cua
ho va tu do té c4o hozc két toi nguoi khac mot cach
cong khai. Machiavlli khang dinh mét trong nhiing
han ché cua cong hoa Firenze 1a khéng that su c6
céch thirc nao dé cho ngudi dan c6 thé bay to y kién
cua ho, va boi vi diéu d6 ma nhiéu diéu toi té da xay
ra2. Nhiing tin don that thiét, nhitng vu tai tiéng
lam x&o tron xa hoi s& ro 1én va vuot ra ngoai tam
kiém soat khi chinh quyén thiéu nhimg co ché,
phuong tién, va luat phap dé cho ngudi dan bay to
quan diém cua ho, t& cdo ngudi khéc hodc bao vé
minh mot cach cong khai trugc nhirng 1oi vu khéng.
“Nhitng loi budc toi khong dung din thuong xay ra
& noi khong c6 cach thirc hgp phap cho nguoi dan

21 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.59.
22 Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.25.
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bay té su gian dir cia ho 2. Nhu vay, dé giir cho
mot x& hoi 6n dinh thi chinh quyén phai tao diéu
kién cho moi ngudi trong xa hoi ty do bay té quan
diém riéng cua ho mot cach cong khai chua khong
phai tim cach ngan chin, cAm doan nguoi dan biéu
dat y kién cua ho mot cach chinh thirc. Néu nhing
quan diém cua nguoi dan 1a ding dan thi n6 s&¢ dem
lai nhitng két qua tt cho x& hoi va tat yéu phai
dugc bao vé bang phap luat. Nguoc lai, nhitng quan
diém nao khong c6 du bang chung dé ching minh
tinh dung din, xac thyc cia no thi nguoi dua ra
nhitng quan diém d6 phai chiu trach nhiém va bi
phap luat tring tri thich dang bai vi 1oi budc toi sai
trai nao ciing ¢6 hai. Bang nhimg co ché rd rang va
nhiig diéu luat chic ch& nhu thé, nhitng quan diém
dung dan s& dugc phat huy va nhitng 101 vu khdng
s& bi han ché mot cach c6 hiéu qua, 1am cho x& hoi
ton tai va phat trién mot cach bén viing. Vi 18 do,
Niccolo Machiavelli viét:

“Loi vu khéng duoc sir dung nhiéu hon & noi
ma su budc toi it dugc sir dung va & nhirng thanh
phd it dwoc thiét lap dé don nhan chung. Do do,
ngudi thiét 1ap mot nén cong hoa nén thiét lap sao
cho moi cong dan trong thanh phd déu c6 thé t6 cao
ma khong so gi hodc né nang ai; 1am viéc d6 va ton
trong no, anh ta cé thé tring tri nhitng ké vu khdng
mot cach nghiém khic. Nhiing ké ay khong thé kéu
ca néu ching bi trimng tri vi ching c¢é nhimg noi mo
ra dé diéu tra nhitng 10i budc toi cua ngudi da vu
khéng~?*.

Luu y 1a Machiavelli phan biét sy khac nhau
gitra “nhirng loi budc t6i” (accusations) véi “nhirng
161 vu khdng” (calumnies). Cé thé hiéu “nhitng loi
buoc toi” 1a su két toi nguoi khac mot cach cong
khai théng qua cac phuong tién phap ly rd rang,
minh bach, con “nhitng 1i vu khdng” 1a su két toi
nguoi khac thong qua tin don lan truyén mot cach

2 William R. Cook (2006), Machiavelli in context (DVD), Part
I, Lecture fourteen: Discourses- The workings of a good
republic, The Teaching Company, USA.

2+ Niccolo Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.27.

khéng chinh thic trong x& hoi. Dé budc toi mot
nguoi thi nhat dinh phai ¢6 bang ching véi d¢ tin
cdy cao nhung vu khong mot nguoi thi khéng can
bat cir mot chiing ¢ ndo. Chinh vi thé, Machiavelli
dat tya d& cua chwong 8, quyén I, tic pham
Discourses on Livy nhu mét sy khang dinh: “Cang
nhiéu loi budc toi cang co ich cho nén cong hoa,
cang nhiéu Ioi vu khdng cang nguy hai”?.

C6 thé thiy cai hay trong tu tuong cong hoa cia
Niccold Machiavelli ¢ trén la su dé cao phap luat,
dung phép luat dé quan 1y con nguoi va Xa hoi,
nhung phép luat ¢ day khong phai 1a tha bé bude
hoat dong cta con ngudi ma tao co s phap ly cho
tat ca moi ngudi phat huy téi da su tu do c& nhan
cua ho. D6 1a su ty do ndi va lam nhiing diéu c6 du
can clr Xxac thuc hoac dua trén nhitng 1ap luan chac
chg, logic chir khéng phai thir ty do ndi va lam tay
tién, thiéu bang chimg khach quan. Do 1a sy ty do
khong tach roi véi sy cong bang va minh bach
khién cho ai ciing cam thay hai long. O mot x4 hoi
ma I& phai va chan 1y luén luén dugc bao vé, con
nhitng diéu sai trai luén ludn bi trirng tri mot cach
cdng minh thi khé cé thé tuéng twong dwoc xa hoi
4y s& khong on dinh.

Tom lai, tu tuong cong hoda trong triét hoc chinh
tri cua Niccold Machiavelli 1a r6 rang va c6 hé
thdng. Viéc ngoi ca nén chinh tri cong hoa va chi ra
su han ché caa mé hinh chinh tri quan chu chuyén
ché trong tac pham do s¢ nhat cia Machiavelli dya
trén nhimg co sé Iy luan va thyc tién kha viing
chic. Machiavelli hiéu rd viéc thiét 1ap mot nén
cong hoa méi trén co s mot ché do quan chu la
khong dé dang nén ong chii truong tao ra mot su
chuyén bién tir tir. Khdng chi dé nghi cach thic xay
dung mot nén cong hoa co tinh kha thi nhit trong
diéu kién chinh tri ltalia lic biy gio, Machiavelli
con dua ra nhitng nguyén tic quan trong nham dam
bao cho nén cong hoa van hanh mét cach tét dep va
bén vitng. Mot trong nhirng nguyén tic dang cha y

% Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, translated by Harvey
C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London, p.26.

Trang 12



TAP CHi PHAT TRIEN KH&CN, TAP 19, S0 X3-2016

nhat dugc Machiavelli dua ra 1a nguyén tic phép
quyén. Bang viéc d& cao phéap luat va dung luat
phap dé dam bao sy tu do chtr khdng phai han ché
su tu do ctia moi cdng dan trong xa hoi, Machiavelli

xtng dang duogc xem la nha triét hoc chinh tri c6
tam huyét véi tu tuong cong hoa, va ciing dong thoi
la nha tu twéng mo duong cho khoa hoc chinh tri
hién dai.

Republican thought in Niccolo Machiavelli’s
main political philosophy
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ABSTRACT:

Republican thought is Niccolo Machiavelli’s
main political philosophy. This thought not only
exists in his most important work named
“Discorsi sopra la prima Deca di Tito Livio” but
was also hidden in his masterpiece named ‘Il
Principe”.  This paper explores Niccolo
Machiavelli’s republican thought in both of his
above-mentioned  works, particularly in

“Discorsi sopra la prima Deca di Tito Livio”.
Through specific evidences, the paper points
out that republican government is Machiavelli’s
most favourite political model, and the
principality in his“ll Principe” is just his tactic
solution or just his means to reach his ends
which are to establish a republic in Italia.

Keywords: Political philosophy, republican thought, Niccold Machiavelli

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

[1]. Donald M. Borchert ed.
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2™
volume 5, Thomson Gale, USA.

[2]. William R. Cook (2006), Machiavelli in
context (DVD), Part Il, Lecture thirteen:
Discourses:  Why  Machiavelli is a
Republican, The Teaching Company, USA.

[3]. William R. Cook (2006), Machiavelli in
context (DVD), Part Il, Lecture fourteen:
Discourses- The workings of a good
republic, The Teaching Company, USA.

(2006),
edn.,

[4]. Niccold Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy,
translated by Harvey C. Mansfield and
Nathan Tarcov (1996), The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago and London.

[5]. Niccoldo  Machiavelli, The  Portable
Machiavelli, edited and translated by Peter
Bondanella and Mark Musa (1979), Penguin
Books, USA.

[6]. Philip Stokes (2006), Philosophy — 100
Essential Thinkers, Edited by Paul Whittle,
Enchanted Lion Books, New York.

Trang 13



