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Y NGHIA CQA VIEC MIEU TA KHUNG CANH
QUA MOT SO TAC PHAM VAN HQC ANH, MY.

Nguyén Hoang Tudn
Trudng Pai Hoc Khoa Hoc Ty Nhién

(Bai nhdn ngay 5 thdng 8 ndm 2001)

- Tém tat: Khung cdnh trong tdc phdm ciia nhitng nha vin ndi tiéng nhu Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Mark Twain, F.Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, James
Joyce va Joyce Carol Oates déng mét vai trd tich cuc trong viéc tao ra nhiing nhdn vat, su kién
mang tinh hién thuc. Quan trong hon, khung cdnh phdn dnh dugc tdm trang cia nhdn vt hay

thang gid tri cia cd mdt xa hoi. Thong qua khung cdnh, cdc nha vdn trén c6 thé phdc hoa quan
niém vé cudc séng ciia minh.

Khi miéu t cdnh vit, ngudi xwa dd ding thuit 14y mAay t4 tring: t4 vé éng chudt clia
4ng may dé ca ngoi nét rirc 3 clia dnh tring. T4 nhu vay khong cé nghia 1a ddnh mat tinh
hién thuc, ma trdi lai con gilt dugc tron ven vé dep tuci nguyén nhu trong ddi thuc, va quan
trong hon cdn I6ng trong cdnh hinh béng con ngudi, va c6 khi 1a cd mot ¢di nhén gian.

Véi tdc phdm The Scarlet Letter (Chit A Mau P Tham) Nathaniel Hawthorne dua
ngudi doc dé€n viing Boston clia th€ ky 17 diy diy nhiing hinh phat khic nghiét. Hester
Prynne, mét c6 gai xinh dep vi pham t6i ngoai tinh ma phai mic 4o théu chit A mau dé thim
trén nguc sudt ddi. M dau tdc phdm 14 cdnh nha ti canh bén mot nghia trang. Cdnh miéu ta
& day bédo trude chii d& vé sy tritng phat va cdi chét. Nhung canh bén cifa nha t 12 mot bui
hoa hong dang nd rd. Hester Prynne, nhu ny hong ruc rd, cao sang, dd lanh nhén hinh phat
day si nhuc biing nghi lyc, 1ong can ddm va phdm gi4 sdng ngdi cia minh, d€ rdi cudi cliing
duge moi ngudi ton kinh. Khi c6 mat, trén bia md cda ¢ cé khic chit A ndi bat 1én trén
khung cdnh u 4m, nhu mot niém tin vé& gid tri con ngudi, nhu mdt thach thic vdi cdi xa hoi
hep hoi, thianh kién cta nhitng ngudi Thanh gido

Dong séng Mississippi dudi ngdi biit cia Mark Twain di trd thanh céng cu chuyén tai
chd d& tdc phdm Huckleberry Finn. Huck tron khdi x4 hoi lodi ngudi von ménh danh 13 vin
minh bing cdch diing bé tha xubi theo dong séng cé vé dep uy nghi nhu trong thin thoai " C6
mot diéu gi d6 trang nghiém khi xudi theo dong séng 16n binh ling, khi nim ngita nhin ngdm
céc vi sao ". Ddng nuéc trong vit clia con séng d6 that tuong phdn vdi nhitng cdnh vin duc
trén dat lién. Nét tuong phan d6 1a 18i binh phdm vé théi bat nhan cia mot xa héi chudng sy
gid trd. :

Giac moOng 1am gidu clia cdc nhin vét trong tdc phAm The Great Gatsby (Gatsby Vi
Pai) di bién ho thanh nhitng con thi hoang trong thung liing day bui tro ndm gifta hai khu
West Egg va New York. Trong viing dt hoang d6, c6 mot bdng quéng cdo da cii vé hinh ddi -
mét xanh v6 hon nhin vé phia trudc. DSi dién bén kia duding 12 noi dd xdng va khu nha hang.
West Egg va New York gi6ng nhu hai 8¢ ddo viin minh. P& di tif ndi ndy qua ndi kia, hay
ngugc lai, moi ngudi déu phai bing ngang viing dat diy bui, ban thiu nay. Khung cdnh d6
thich hop cho cdu chuyén vé quyén luc va gidu sang, vé nhitng ngudi 14y quyeén lyc va giau
sang 1am citu cdnh nhu Gatsby. Nhiing bita tiéc linh dinh cif dién ra khong ngdt, gidng nhu
nhitng ¢ mdy khdng 16 nha ra hang trim thyc khdch, trong khi d6 Gatsby man nguyén ditng
ngdm 4nh sdng mau xanh ndi ch6n xa xim, hoang tudng.
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Khi phé phén 16i sdng thuc dung cia gidi tr& Hoa K3, Joyce Carol Oates diing hinh
dnh quen thudc & mot x4 hoi cong nghiép: nha hang bén thifc n nhanh noi khdch c6 thé dau
xe va diing thifc #in ngay trén xe. Nha hang trong nhu céi chai 16n, & trén nip c6 hinh ciu bé
biing plastic cim banh hamburger nhe ring cudfi. Bon tré thich dén nha hang séng choang
nhung ddy rudi bo niy, khudn mit ching rang 18 " nhu dang budc vao toa thdnh hién hién
trong dém t5i mang dén thién dudng va bao diéu phudc 1anh ma ching hing mong mdi".
Hinh 4nh trén rit gan giii véi mot s6 tré vi thanh nién Hoa Ky thich la ca noi khu thuong x4.
Ching gié(hg nhu ¢6 bé 15 tudi trong truyén ngin "Where Are You Going, Where Have You
Been?".C6 thich dinh phan 16n thdi gid clia minh cling ban bé dén chdi d khu phd thudng mai
rdi cudi ciing bi mot ga dan dng nguy hiém quyén rii. Qua khung cdnh trong truyén tdc gia
mudn néi gi v& mdt xa hdi noi ma nhac rock da thay thé& cho nhiing bai thdnh ca?.

Khung cdnh mién nam Hoa Ky thud xua trong tic phdm cia William Faulkner tiéu
biéu cho mét nén vin héa cé sic thai riéng biét. Khung cdnh dé 1am chit xic tdc cho mé&i
quan hé giifa cdc nhin vét vdi nhau, va cho ¢ quan hé giita ho v6i lich st va vang dét da sn
sinh ra ho. Chinh trong khung cdnh d6 con ngudi cing nhitng dién bi€n trong truyén dugc
miéu t nhu trong ddi thue. Y&u t3 hién thuc nay khong thé c6 duge néu dit tic phidm trong
mot khung cdnh xa la khdc. Trén b6i cdnh thdi ndi chi€n Hoa Ky (1861 - 1865), tdc phdm
"Barn Burning" md ta tm trang clia mot cAu bé khi d6i dién véi sy that dau 1ong vé ngudi
cha ma ciu tiing tu hdo vi dng ta "can ddm" va da titng "c6 mit trong cuc chién". Hoa ra
ong ta chi 12 mot tén trdm ngya. Vang hdo quang quanh hinh dnh ngudi linh ky binh da tat .
"Pi trén con dudng ngdp dnh sao, nd thidy béng cha minh tuong phdn vdi nhiing vi sao, nhung
khong c6 mit hay chigu sdu _ mdt hinh thd mau den, phdng det, khéng c6 méu, gidng nhu
dudgc cit tiY tdm thi€c clia chi€c 4o choing xua khdng phdi may cho 6ng ". "Khi nhitng vi sao
dan tit va mit trdi 18n, né di xudng ddi, huéng vé khu rirng t6i tim ndi c6 ti€ng chim kéu
14nh 16t khong ngitng. N6 khong nhin tr8 lai." Khi [an gid lai nhitng trang st Hoa Ky thdi ndi
chién, ta khong khdi ngdm ngii triude hinh dnh thdm hai cla ngudi linh ky binh mét thdi duge
ton vinh.

Ko tudng vé nhitng gid tri thiéng liéng cling dugc James Joyce ddc td thong qua hinh
anh ngd cut bin [Ay, t&i tim noi mot cdu bé dang d6 tudi mdi 16n sinh sdng. Vao nhing ngay
miia ddng lanh gia, khi béng t6i d&n rat sém thi bon tré thudng hay chdi dda trén con dudng
khong 161 ra niy. Khodng bau trdi bén trén dau ching c6 mdt mau tim khong nging thay déi
va nhiing ngon d&n dudng hudng 4nh sdng y&u 6t vé ndi cao d4. Than phin con ngudi trong
truyén ngin " Araby" cfing gidng nhu 4nh dén dudng kia ct mai mé theo dudi mdt sic mau 4o
4nh. Nhan vt chinh cla chiing ta khong nhén ra cdnh ddi t6i tim chung quanh. Cing ban bé
ciu choi dia trén nhitng con dudng nhd biin [dy din dé&n nhitng khu vudn tdi tim, siing nudc,
c6 mii hdi ndng nic x6ng 1én tir cdc hd tro, dén nhiing chudng ngya héi hdm, t61 tim ndi
ngudi ddnh xe ngua dang chai 16ng cho con ngya hay 14c ti€ng nhac tir sgi ddy cuong. Trong
khung cdnh t5i tim lanh gia“dd; hinh dnh ¢6 gdi ma ciu bé dem long ngudng md hién ra
trong vang hio quang. " Cé 4y cAm mdt chi€c coc hang rdo, dau cudi xudng vé phia t6i. Anh
séng tif ngon dén d6i dién nha chiing t6i cham vio chiéc ¢d tring ngén cta cb, tda sdng trén
méi téc va dong lai & d6, r6i rdi xudng tda sdng ban tay dang dé trén hang rao."” Cu bé da
nhin cudc ddi qua khung cita hé md phan nifa, ndi chi ¢6 phan dnh sing. Thé gidi thu nhd qua
hinh 4nh ngd cut da trd nén chét hep, ngdt ngat vdi cAu. Thé rdi ciu bi thdi thic bdi § dinh di
tim mot biéu tugng cho tinh yéu & mét noi rdng rii, khodng dat. Chiéc xe 1ia i tan, trong
ving dua ciu qua nhiing cin nha db ndt, qua dong sdng 14p ldnh, r6i cudi cing ddu lai bén
canh mot sin ga 1am bling gd tam bg. C4u nhu ké hanh huong dén mot dén dai thiéng liéng
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khi budc vao khu hdi chg Araby noi bay bdn nhitng mé6n vt mdi la & cdc xif s& phuong dong
huyén bi. Nhung c4u khong tim thdy § ddy nhitng con ngudi thanh tim, sing dao, khong nghe
thdy cAu kinh, 13i nguyén, khéng c6 13i ca, ti€ng hdt, chi cé nhitng ngudi mét mdi vi cude
s6ng doi thudng, chi c6 nhitng 13i cdi vd v& nhiing chuyén vit vanh. Céu quay lung di, dé rai
hai ddng xu cham vao dong sdu xu trong tdi. " C6 ti€ng ai d6 tir dau gian trién 1dm m§ thut
vang 1én "4nh deén da tdt" va cd tda nha biy gid hoan toan chim trong bdng t6i. Nhu vay,
hinh 4nh ngd cut § phin diu cau truyén da bdo tru6e ndi that vong & ché ma nhan vat chinh
cam nhén & cudi ciu truyén. Hon thé, canh vt da trd thanh biu tugng cho mot xa hoi [Am
than, b€ tic.

Trong tdc phdm A Farewell to Arms (Gia Tit Vii Khi), Ernest Hemingway da phdc hoa
nén mot bic tranh phong cinh gidu mau sic &n tugng khién ta lién tudng dé€n nhitng bic hoa
ciia Vincent van Gogh. Khdng c6 nhitng chi tiét dich thuc, chinh xdc miéu t4 khung cdnh ngdi
lang Y ndi nhitng ngudhi linh & d6 vao cudi mua he. Qua dnh mit clia ngudi thuit truyén,
Frederic Henry, ta thdy ng6i lang, dong séng, cdnh dong, ddy ndi, nhung ta khong rd hinh
dang, mau sic, kich thudc clia cinh vat. Chi thdy hang cdy day bui khi ting doan quén di
ngang qua lang, dé€ lai sau d6 1a con dudng trd trui, tring x6a, ngap diy 14 rung. Bén dudi
long song, lii d4 cudi phdi minh "khd, tring dudi dnh ning". Phia xa cénh dong 1 ddy ndi
"mau nau, tro trui". T4t cd céc chi tiét déu dudc chon loc sip x&p lai, tham chi con dugc
phéng dai, d& tao mot &n tugng vé mita thu dd tan, kho héo, chét chéc nhu gian nho khing
khiu, trui l4. Canh vit chung quanh khodc mdt mau ndu va " chét ciing mia thu ". Khé ma vé
lai chinh xdc mia thu dé, vi d6 12 mia thu cia chién tranh va chét chéc. Hinh dnh nhitng con
mua ciing khong cdn mang § nghia tugng trung cho sy hdi sinh, ma da trd thanh hinh dnh cia
tai uong, thdm hoa nhi nhan xét céia Malcolm Cowley." Dau mia dong mua roi trién mién va
cling véi mura 1a bénh dich t3", " Nhung bénh dich td dugc ngén chin va cudi ciing chi cé bay
chuc ngan ngudi linh bi chét thoi". Ciu néi nhe ténh ma day x6t xa khi nghi d&€n canh nhiing
ngudi linh hanh quén trong mua, d6i khdt, mét méi va bién ch4t. Nhifng con mua ¢t dién ra
dai déng trong sudt tdc phAm nht mot ndi 4m Anh. Catherine Barkley ghét nhitng con mua va
nht ¢6 n6i "Thinh thodng ti nhin thiy t6i chét trong mua ". Mua rdi khi ¢d dau dén ging siic
sinh con trong bénh vién. Mwra vAn rdi lic c6 bi bing huyé&t chét. Khi Frederic Henry dudi hét
moi ngudi ra khdi phong dé duge & mot minh cing véi ¢d, anh da thot 1én : " Khong con ich
16i gi cd. Gidng nhu tif bigt mot bic tugng". Roi sau d6 anh rdi khdi bénh vién, di trd lai
khdch san, trong con mua. Nhut viy cau chuyén tinh thuong tdm giifa ngudi linh My 1di xe va
c6 y td ngudi Anh xinh dep bit dau va két thic trong cinh mua rdi. Chinh cdch miéu td day
ngu ¥ nhung rét thuc trén da khién ta x6t xa cho s& phan nghiét nga cdia doi tinh nhan bi cuén
v20 cdn 16¢ clia chién tranh. Ta tin va dong cdm cing ho.

Canh vat dudi 4nh mit nha vin thudng mang mot ddng dap khéc, gidp ta cdm nhén
tron ven ¥ nghia cudc sdng. D6 1a canh hién thyc, nhung dong thoi d6 12 sy thing hoa cia
nhitng gié tri con ngudi. G d6 c6 vé dep vinh ctu. John Ruskin da ting than ring bao cdnh
vit ruc 8 hién hién truée mit ta mdi ngdy, nhung c6 méy ai nhin thdy ngon nii hiing vi cao
ngit vy quanh dudng chan trdi hay vii diéu ctia nhitng dng may dang chét di trong 4nh ta
duong ? Nhitng v& dep d6 cin mot trdi tim rung cdm dé tim thdy va yéu thuong.

Trang 45



Science & Technolony Development, Vol. 4, No. 586-2001

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SETTING IN THE WORKS
OF SOME AMERICAN AND BRITISH WRITERS

Nguyen Hoang Tuan

ABSTRACT

Settings in the works of such famous writers as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mark Twain, F.Scott
Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, James Joyce, and Joyce Carol Qates play an
active role in creating realistic characters and events. More significantly, they reflect the
characters' inner thoughts or a whole society's set of values. Through the use of setting, these

writers are able to portray their philosophy of life as seen from the perspective of that society
and that setting.
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